"A WEE KEEK BACK"

BY

JIM CAMPBELL

"CENTRAL AND WEST FIFE LOCAL HISTORY PRESERVATION"
("The Present Preserving the Past for the Future")
24 St Ronan’s Gardens — Crosshill - KY5 8BL — 01592-860051
jim@campbell48.fsnet.co.uk

At the time of writing this, | have been researching the Central and West Fife Local
history for some eight years. During this time | have read quite a few books about
Fife written by various and well known authors, most of which I have thoroughly
enjoyed and found very enlightening, but | found a source of much greater interest
and enlightenment when | began to research the local newspapers. Within the pages
of "The Lochgelly Times", the "West Fife Echo™ and most importantly "The
Dunfermline Journal”, 1 was delighted to find a veritable gold mine of information
regarding the development of Central and West Fife. Almost everything of any
importance at all in regards to the Central and West Fife area was reported somewhere
within the pages of those newspapers, from the early days of coal mining, the
beginning and building of the Tay and Forth Railway Bridges, the building and
opening of Schools, Co-operative Societies, Gothenburg’s, Miners Welfare Institutes,
of the Tramway cars being introduced, the appearance of the Automobile, the
Education Act, the introduction of electricity, the opening up of the mining industry in
the area, the mining disasters, the Linen trade, the political scene, the birth of towns,
burgh's and villages, in short, | believe I discovered for myself the beginning of the
Fife that we now know, and thanks to the many different articles consisting of
reminiscences, Sanitary Inspectors Reports, Medical Officers reports, etc, that appear
in these newspapers, we have been left with a reasonably authentic account of what
life was like in Fife in the days gone by.

It is my intention in collecting these articles, to try and share with the reader some of
the many interesting and enlightening things | have come across in these newspapers.
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There is certainly no shortage of material available, and my only hopes are that you
will share my pleasure and enjoyment in reading parts of the story of Fife, delivered
in the same original format as | found it.

There is an abundance of similar articles contained within the pages of the various
newspapers available on microfilm held at the Dunfermline Central Library, all it
takes is a wee bit of time and patience to find the gems that are lying there just
waiting to be read again.

To help you in your search for information about your particular subject/interest |
have also begun to index the “Lochgelly Times”, the “West Fife Echo” and “The
Dunfermline Journal”. 1 wish you well and many happy hours of reading and perhaps
you in turn will be able and willing to add to the collection | have begun by providing
copies of your “finds’ to your local library.

(The collection of this material was commenced in April, 1994, with the intention of
adding to it as and when I can find the time to do so.)
JIM C.
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THE DUNFERMLINE JOURNAL
SATURDAY, JANUARY 18, 1873.

LOCHGELLY.

THE MINERS' UNION. - On Thursday morning the men employed in the Minto
Ironstone Pit, belonging to the Lochgelly Iron and Coal Company, instead of
descending to their work as usual, returned home in a body, one of their number
having, as they allege, refused to comply with the Rules of the Union. On learning
the cause of the stoppage, the management sent for the men and informed them that if
they did not return to their work they would be brought up for a breach of contract. A
general meeting of the men was held in the evening, when it was resolved that the
men in Minto Pit return in the meantime to their work, and that the party referred to
be allowed till Saturday to come to a decision as to whether he is willing to comply
with the Rules of the Association or not. This case, we may add, is of a somewhat
peculiar nature, as we understand he does not object to enter the Union, but at one
time having been a member, and since then been otherwise employed than as a miner,
he considers that all that is necessary for him to do is to comply with Rule 41 of the
Association, which states that "if any member of the Association goes to any other
employment, and wishes to become a member of the Union, he will be admitted by
payment of 2s 6d". The men contend that he has not been otherwise employed than as
a miner, and that consequently he is bound (they say) to pay the full entrance fee
before he can claim to be a member of the Association.

END OF THE MINERS STRIKE. - A good deal of agitation has prevailed among the
miners here during the past fortnight, in connection with the Mines Regulation Bill
which came into operation on the first of January. Through a blunder or some other
cause in the framing of the Act, one of the principle clauses which enjoins upon the
employer the duty of seeing to the safety of the working places previous to the men
proceeding to their work, was rendered null and void, at least until the first of April,
by the masters being granted the power to retain the old special rules, part of which
are directly opposed to the above mentioned class. It having been agreed at a mass
meeting held at Dunfermline on Friday last, that a vote be taken at the various
collieries, as to whether the men should return to their work or continue on strike, a
meeting of the men employed by the Lochgelly Iron and Coal Company, was held
here on Saturday, to consider what course to pursue. The question having been put to
vote, it was found that the motion for resuming work was carried by a large majority,
only 17 having voted for remaining out. The result was laid before a delegate meeting
at Dunfermline on Monday, where the plebiscite at the various collieries was declared
as follows: - For working under the old special rules until first April, 1309; for
remaining out, 2287; the majority for the latter plan being thus, 978. It was then
agreed at the general meeting held shortly afterwards in the Music Hall, that no work
be done at any of the collieries within the bounds of the Association until such time as
the masters agree to allow the full benefit of that part of the Act which relates to the
propping of the roof and sides of the mines. On learning the result of the meeting at
Dunfermline on Monday, another meeting of the Lochgelly men was held the same
evening, at which a deputation was appointed to confer with the manager, with the
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view of coming to an amicable arrangement in connection with the present dispute.
Before the meeting broke up, the deputation returned and intimated that the manager
had signified his willingness to comply with that part of the Act which enjoins upon
him the duty of seeing to the safety of his working places, and the entrances thereto
previous to the men proceeding to their work. This being all the men had contended
for, the meeting resolved that they return to their work on Wednesday, the delegate
for the district being instructed to attend the board meeting in Dunfermline on
Tuesday, and explain the decision arrived at by the men here. Although at that
meeting it was agreed to by a majority that work be resumed at all the collieries, it
was resolved at a later stage of the proceedings that the opinion of the men be taken as
to the advisability of affording support to those who, not having been promised the
full benefit of the Act, may still consider it to be their duty to remain out. Another
meeting of the miners here was held on Tuesday evening, to consider this proposal,
when it was agreed to support the men who may be placed in these circumstances. At
Lumphinnans colliery, the men returned to their work on Wednesday, the manager
having agreed to comply with the 16th sub-section of the Act. We consider it proper
to refer here to the conciliatory spirit shown by Mr Muir, the manager at Milton
colliery, throughout the course of these proceedings. This gentleman assured his men
in the most explicit terms that he was prepared to give them the full benefit of the Act,
as soon as it came into operation. The men were therefore placed in a most difficult
position, as having no grievance to complain of, they were desirous of continuing at
work, while at the same time they were anxious that nothing should be done by them
which might in any degree interfere with the efforts of their fellow-workmen to obtain
what they considered they were justly entitled to. It must therefore be a pleasant
reflection to all connected with the Milton colliery, that nothing has occurred on this
occasion to disturb the friendly feeling which had all along existed between Mr Muir
and his men. The Lochgelly furnaces which had been dampened for more than a
fortnight, were set in operation on Wednesday morning, and are now again in full
blast. The price of coals has almost been doubled here within the past week, but it is
expected that with the prospect of increased supply, prices will in a short time fall
considerably.
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DUNFERMLINE JOURNAL
November 28th 1874
LAYING THE FOUNDATION STONE OF BALLINGRY PARISH SCHOOL

On Thursday last, the ceremony of laying the foundation stone of Ballingry Parish
School buildings at Ballingry was celebrated with Masonic honours. The important
event excited a good deal of interest throughout the district, so much so, that a large
number of people unconnected with Free Masonry accompanied the brethren to view
the proceedings at Ballingry, two or three miles from Lochgelly. The morning had
been wet which made it very dirty stepping on the country roads, but shortly after ten
o'clock the rain ceased, and it continued fair during the day. The brethren of the
"Minto Lodge", Lochgelly, met in the New Hall, about eleven o'clock, where they
were joined by deputations from the Lodges in Dunfermline, Crossgates and Leslie.
Being marshalled in order they left Lochgelly about noon, headed by the local
instrumental band, and proceeded northward to the place where the buildings are in
course of erection, which is about quarter of a mile beyond the newly erected houses
forming Lochore village. Before relating what followed, however, it may be
profitable to make a brief statement respecting the school which was the occasion of
so widespread and interesting regard.

The School Board of Ballingry having found that the present schoolhouse at
Flockhouse was insufficient in respect of accommodation, and otherwise unsuitable
because of its situation, resolved about the beginning of the year to erect new school
buildings, and also a schoolmaster's house. In their search for a more favourable spot
they fixed upon a site on an elevated situation at the corner of a field to the north-east
of Hynds farm steading, and close to the public highway. They then requested Mr
Andrew Scobie, architect, Dunfermline, to prepare plans and specifications for a
school capable of accommodating 250 pupils; this building together with the
schoolmaster’s house was estimated to cost £2,000. The plans were submitted and
approved, and thereafter tenders were accepted from the following tradesmen - For
the mason work - Messrs Williamson, Kinglassie; joiner work - Mr David Henderson,
Lochgelly; plaster work - Mr Schoolbred, Lochgelly; slater work - Mr | Donaldson,
Kelty; and for the plumber work, Mr Porteens, Kinross. Mr Horn, Dollar, was
appointed Inspector of the work. The building will be constructed on the gothic type
of architecture, showing a frontage of 105 feet with 55 feet on the sides. When
finished they will have a picturesque appearance on their elevated situation, and also
from the contrasting colours of the Whinstone and freestone with which it is being
erected. It is flanked with gables having four mullioned windows and label
mouldings, the whole finished with free-stone couracry. The primary object of the
Board was to select a site in every way conducive to the health of the pupils both for
air and light; the same principle has been studiously kept in view in all the sanitary
arrangements, inside as well as out. This is shown in the construction of the
classrooms, which will be well ventilated - the height from floor to ceiling being
fifteen feet. There is a mixed classroom, another for the infant department, two
smaller classrooms, a lavatory, and cloak and hat room. The school-rooms are to be
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heated by what is known as the Manchester school grate; the cold air is admitted by
an aperture in the wall communicating with the back of the grate where it is heated
and ascends in flues to within 18 inches of the ceiling, where it is then given of into
the apartments. The teacher’s house forms the right wing of the buildings and is
divided into five apartments. To this there is attached a garden, and two separate play
grounds for boys and girls. When these buildings are completed and occupied it is
expected they will meet the requirements of the district, and to this there has been
added the efforts of the School Board in the neighbouring parish of Beath. At their
desire Mr Scobie has in hand plans for a school at Cowdenbeath, which is intended to
accommodate 550 pupils - these buildings also include a school-master's house.

The company representing the various bodies of Freemasons reached the partially
erected building between one and two o'clock and took up their position around a
stone in the South-east wing where all the requisite preparations had previously been
made. The proceedings were conducted with impressive solemnity, the band having
played the Old Hundred, the Rev Mr Pennel, minister of the parish and chairman of
the School Board, offered up prayer. At the request of Mr Andrew Galloway
R.W.M.; one of the brethren placed in a cavity of the lower stone a bottle containing
the names of the members of the School Board, the names of the Kirk Session, several
coins of the realm and copies of newspapers. Two of the operative masons filled up
the cavity and spread a bed of lime, the upper stone was lowered into its place; after
which the brethren in compliance with the mysteries of their craft applied to it the
level, square and plummet; it was declared to be correctly adjusted; corn, wine and oil
were then poured upon it, three raps were made with a mallet, and the Master invoked
a blessing on the work and on the objects of the building. The pupils attending the
parish school were on the grounds under the charge of their teacher, Mr Keppie, and
near the close of the ceremony they united in singing a hymn. Mr W.B. Constable,
Jun, secretary of the School Board then read a minute of the above proceedings after
which Mr Galloway briefly adverted to the inestimable benefits of education for the
furtherance of which the building was being erected. He then called for three cheers
for its success. The Rev Mr Pennel expressed gratification at meeting so many of the
brethren; occasions like the present were calculated to promote respect and friendship,
and having thanked the brethren for their attendance he reciprocated the sentiments of
the Master that the purpose of the above might be greatly successful and also that the
brotherly love which subsisted among the Masonic craft might continue and go on to
increase. He then presented to Mr Galloway a silver trowel, bearing an appropriate
inscription, as a memorial of that days work and the part he had fulfilled in
conducting the ceremony. The gift was duly acknowledged after which the company
returned to Lochgelly.
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THE DINNER

The members of the Minto Lodge, and the brethren forming the deputations from
other lodges, and also members of the Ballingry School Board dined together in the
Lodge Room of the Minto brethren during the afternoon; upwards of sixty gentlemen
were present. The Rev Mr Pennel presided; and the duties of croupier were fulfilled
by Mr Galloway, and Mr R. Lindsay.

The Chairman gave the usual loyal and patriotic toasts, and Dr Mungall having
replied for the volunteers.

Mr A Galloway proposed "The School Board of Ballingry”. The company had earned
the approbation of the Lodge, they had enjoyed a day's outing and done good work.
That work had been originated by the School Board of Ballingry, and what they had
just been engaged about they had done it well. He would not go into any minute but
there was a remarkable coincidence connected with the whole thing, he did not know
if it had been suggested by the Board because of their sympathy with Freemasonry,
but strength and beauty which were essential attributes of the craft, had been
prominently brought forward by the School Board. First there was the selection of the
site, and their care for the health of the pupils, in that they had displayed wisdom like
sensible men. The materials of the building were composed of whin-stone and
freestone which gives strength to the whole fabric. He hoped that the praiseworthy
manner in which the Board had sought to carry out their duty would meet with the
success they all desired.

The Chairman responded, and thanked the company for their good wishes. He could
assure them, the Board had had tough work. To begin at the beginning. Before 1860
the heritors of the parish became convinced of the necessity of providing better school
accommodation if they would do justice to both teachers and children. The school
buildings were awkwardly placed with an open drain near them. Plans were drawn up
for a new school which would have suited at that date, but the difficulty was to get a
site and obstacles came in the way. The Education Act came into operation and the
School Board was elected. Much deliberation had taken place, and a great deal had to
be done before the red-tape objections were overcome, and he expected they would
have the approval of the ratepayers for what they had done. It was a building for
which they would have no cause to feel ashamed. It would not be a barn altogether,
there would be some ornamentation. That subject had caused the only cross at the
Board. One member took a partiality for another site and afterwards resigned. They
had gone on - there were differences of opinion occasionally - but every one could not
expect that effect would be given to his views, he had been outvoted himself about the
appointment of the officials, and had submitted to it. Having thanked the company
for the part they had taken in laying the foundation stone, he said he had never seen
during his intercourse with freemasons, since he was admitted to the Lodge in
Glasgow, anything prejudicial to his work as a preacher of the everlasting gospel. He
felt really proud of their sympathy, and but for the state of his health he would visit
their lodge oftener.
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Dr Mungall proposed "Success to the building™.

Mr R. Lindsay replied, and stated that he had built the village near the school, which
would be another monument to the name of Lindsay. He was very pleased to see the
School Board of Ballingry had been equal to their duty in devising means to meet the
educational wants of that large and increasing population. That district of country
was not the least historic in Scotland. It was in that district that the Caledonians
waged war with the Roman Legions under Agricola, indeed up to the present day it
was not known whether the final struggle took place at the foot of the Grampians or
there. He hoped that the building would become a monument of the skill of its
architect, Mr Scobie.

Mr Henry Cook proposed "The educational interests of the district”. Those interests
were in the keeping of the School Board, and they all felt that the well-being of the
Ballingry parish was committed to good hands. Their craft took a great interest in that
district, there was a vast amount of mineral wealth there yet to be got at, and it was
desirable that the intelligence of the people should keep pace with their industry.
There was another feature peculiar to the district which accounted for the large
quantity of stones there if the report was true. An ancient gentleman who should be
nameless - he was not a mason - gathered his lap full of stones for the purpose of
filling up Lochleven. On the way North the apron strings broke, and hence the
immense quantity of stones in Ballingry.

Mr Keppie, parish teacher, Ballingry, replied, and gave a brief description of the
progress of education in the parish, where he had taught during the last 17 years. In
1831 the population of the parish was 278, in 1851 it was 548, then ten years later it
was 736, and in 1871 it was 982. The old school house had been erected in a most
unfortunate place so far as sanitary considerations were concerned, but he had gone
on with it all these years and made the best of it. The heritors were not unmindful of
his work, for during that period they increased his salary. But Acts of Parliament are
passed at times, and when they do come into operation they make great changes.
Respecting the School Board he could not desire to be under the supervision of better
men, who had really at heart the well-being of the district. He felt proud to say that
day's work was one of the most pleasing days of his life. When the school was ready
for occupation the compulsory classes would be put in operation, and he could ensure
them that no effort would be wanting on his part to cope with the duties required of
him.

Mr Gillespie proposed, and Mr MacDonald Bucklyvie responded to the toast of "The
Clergy".

Mr H. Cook proposed the "Minto Lodge" of which he had once been a member before
entering the lodge at Crossgates. Mr Galloway acknowledged the compliment on
behalf of the lodge. Mr Cook proposed "The mining interests of the country” with
which the well-being of the district was bound up; desiderating for the locality the
introduction of additional trades where there was no such water power at their
disposal.
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Mr George Gillespie proposed the Agricultural interest, to which Mr W.B. Dick
responded.

Mr W.B. Constable gave "The Town and Trade of Lochgelly" which was
acknowledged by Mr Bethune, merchant.

Songs were contributed by members of the company at intervals, and the proceedings
through the day were conducted in lively satisfaction.

“A Wee Keek Back”



10

“THE DUNFERMLINE JOURNAL”
SATURDAY, 6th JUNE, 1874

THE PROVOST'S ROBES

The Provost of Dunfermline must be an extraordinary exception to provosts and
mayors in general. Mr Nichol Jarvie thought the fact he was a Glasgow bailie quite
sufficient to insure his safety in all places at all times. If bailies have a "guid conceit
o' themsels." it is but right that provosts should be allowed to hold their own persons
in high esteem. And doubtless do so, as a rule. They are no "small beer" in their own
estimation, whatever may be the opinion of other people. But the Provost of
Dunfermline would seem to be an unusual exception to this prevailing weakness
among provincial dignitaries. According to a paragraph in the morning papers he has
declined the invitation to the Lord Mayor's banquet at the Mansion House "on the
ground that, as provost, he has no badge or robes to distinguish him in his official
capacity." Ye gods! That a lord provost should seek "distinction” by the aid of
anything but his own august person. The worthy burghers of Dunfermline ought to
feel insulted by their provost. Badges were made for shoeblacks and cabmen - not for
provosts. —

“Sportsman”

It will scarcely be credited, but we have it on good authority that Dunfermline is not
to be present at the Lord Mayor's feast. Our own Edinburgh will be present in all the
magnificence of a Right Honourable. Glasgow will flourish in all the dignity of an
Honourable. Aberdeen and Perth will bear themselves as become Lords. But
Dunfermline sulks like Achilles in his tent. This is a misfortune, as our readers will
see at once, of the very first magnitude. Dunfermline is a burgh of the foremost
importance in Scotland. It was the favourite residence of the sainted Margaret. The
patriot King, the glorious Bruce, sleeps within the precincts of its Abbey Church. The
most prossie London Alderman knows about Dunfermline. It is a thousand pities that
the civic chief of the ancient town is not to be present. Every Scotchman who comes
to know all the fact will regret it bitterly. But how much will his anguish be
augmented when he learns the ignominious case. Our industrious and patient, though
occasionally fiery, countrymen have had to endure many a gibe apropos of their
suppressed poverty and parsimony. We fear that these gibes will multiply as they
have never done before, and our national sores be correspondingly rawed, when it
comes to be known that Dunfermline will not be present on this ensuing occasion for
no reason more nor less than just - we hesitate to put the case plainly, but we put it -
just for want of "claes." Dunfermline's position is simply this, that he has nothing to
wear. It is a most humiliating cause, no doubt, but it is certainly much better that the
truth should be frankly told; otherwise the Provost might have been exposed to much
misjudgement on the part of his fellow countrymen. Let us not, however, be
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misunderstood in these remarks about the Provost of Dunfermline's poverty, or
absolute nakedness, in the matter of clothes. In these pernickety times it is necessary
to be distinct. Suffice it to state explicitly - what every intelligent reader will have
understood all along - that is to public and not private or mere body raiment, as it may
be called, that our remarks have reference. He has plenty clothes to appear in as a
private gentleman, but as the public representative of the historic burgh of
Dunfermline he is - we repeat it with sorrow - absolutely naked. He cannot encircle
his manly form with such robes as those which glorify the corporeal case of our own
chief magistrate - robes which are flung round some bailies of our acquaintance would
make them feel as is their Lapland economy had suddenly shot up to the dimensions
of that Goliath of Garth. If he were to present himself at this ceremonial feast it could
only be in the common swallow-tail and white necktie of the period. And if he were
thus to present himself, how would it be possible for the Lord Mayor to know who he
was? He would almost certainly be mistaken for either a green-grocer or an ex-
moderator, and would consequently be exposed to insult. Undoubtedly it is better that
the Provost should stay at home. But it says little for the enterprising manufacturing
population of that liberal burgh that they do not honour their chief magistrate more.
An inch or two either of tickes and checks or twilled damask would pay for all the
velvet and brocade that are required. But the opportunity has been lost. The Provost
of Dunfermline will not present his stalwart form at the Lord Mayor's banquet, and
when the banquet comes round, Dunfermline and all Scotland will be humiliated. His
Lordship will naturally call out in a loud and distinct voice, with an accent of
astonishment, "Is Dunfermline not here?" and then, in response to that natural
question, some penny whistle like the voice of the Provost of Queensferry or the
Provost of Culross will call out, "My Lord, he canna come: he has nae claes," and so
will Dunfermline be dishonoured to an extent to which no profits on the linen trade
can ever be commensurate. -
"Scotsman"
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THE DUNFERMLINE JOURNAL
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 1875.

MINERS HOUSES IN FIFE AND CLACKMANNAN
Part (1)

A good reputation, if it be undeserved, is a troublesome possession, especially when
people begin to find out the truth, I went to Fife and Clackmannan with high
expectations as to the character of the mining villages, and | have returned to say that
they are no great things after all. Perhaps | am disposed to judge them severely, just
as one is apt to be hard upon a fellow who having passed for "a very superior person”,
turns out to be no better than his neighbours, if half as good. They were represented
to me - some at least of these mining settlements - as so many happy valleys, in which
life had no more envious strife than that of growing competitive flowers, and where
miners sat under the vines and fig trees, their own property and of their own planting,
breathing an atmosphere of contentment and high moral purity. This is too serene a
picture. There are, it is true, several instances of colliers living in houses of their own
at Townhill, near Dunfermline; and 1 am told that Mr Stevenson, the proprietor of the
neighbouring Pits, takes great interest in the social well-being of his people, yet the
old Rows in the village over which he presides almost equal, in despair and
discomfort, any to be found in the district. In simple truth, Fife and Clackmannan are
no way superior, in so far as miners’ houses are concerned, to any of other Counties |
have visited. They present a lower average than of Ayrshire, and come a long way
behind Lothians, where some of the mining villages are the finest I have seen. As
compared with Lanarkshire, Fife and Clackmannan reach neither its lowest depths nor
its very heights of excellence. | found nothing beyond the Forth equal to Auchinstarry
houses in their surroundings, or even to those recently erected by Mr Addie at
Rosehall; and on the other hand, although disease is prevalent in one of the villages in
Fife, | did not find any place to terrible squalid and filthy as two or three of the fever
dens in the West. The houses in the mining hamlets near Dunfermline are both very
old and comparatively new, regarding which the general remark may be made that the
proprietors do a great deal for the old Rows and comparatively little for those of
modern date. Nobody will be disposed to quarrel with them for mending decaying
floors and making crazy roofs watertight, but it is hardly creditable that they should so
entirely neglect sanitation in the newer villages. These look wonderfully well from
the outside, but they will not bear close examination. At King's Seat, a large and
rapidly-extending community near Dunfermline, as at Burnfoot, near Dalmellington,
there is not, so far as | could learn, a single ashpit or closet provided for the company
houses. This may not create much mischief in winter, but one can scarcely realise the
consequences if an epidemic break out in the summer, with the very essence of
contagion lying all round. And yet this is the kind of thing which Dr Maclachlan,
surgeon to the Dalmellington Company, described in a recent letter to the Glasgow
Herald as the "wise sanitary regulations” of the Company.

In the Lothians, miners’ houses used to be free to the servants of the Company, and in
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Fifeshire this was also the rule until quite recently. Now, however, fortnightly
payments are extracted, which, in the case of the proprietor of Wellwood, are said to
have increased his yearly revenues to the extent of about a thousand pounds. All over
the district | have learned that the rents, which were merely nominal before, have been
increased, or "Heighted", as the women term it, and there is a good deal of grumbling
in consequence. In Clackmannan district, again the freeholders are continued, but the
men complain that indirectly they require to pay enormous rents. It is the custom,
they say, to give the employer 25 cwt. of coal to the ton, instead of 20 cwt., the extra 5
cwt. being rendered in the name of house rent. If we take 30 tons of coal per month as
being the average product of the miner, and allow him 1%d for every cwt., it appears
that he pays 15s 7%d for houses that are dear at 8s a month, and if a father and three
sons living under one roof, are in the same Company's service, the payment is four
times as great. The miners certainly contend that this must be regarded as house rent,
and deplore the continuance of such a system, but as | afterwards ascertained that in
Fife, where houses are not now free, the men give, in some instances, 24 cwt. to the
ton, it would appear to be simply the usage of the trade irrespective of occupancy.
With reference to the internal condition of the houses in both districts, they are better
kept than similar dwellings in the West. One reason for this, probably, is that
Fifeshire miners are a settled, untravelling brotherhood, who cling to the scenes of
their youth, entertaining towards them a warmer feeling than is possessed by the
shifting classes nearer Glasgow, who have no such home ties. Perhaps also, we may
seek for a partial explanation in the fact that very few Irish families are located in Fife
or Clackmannan. Be that as it may, | can only say that in Fifeshire | visited miners
dwellings consisting of single apartments and two rooms, which were as cosy and
bright and well furnished as anyone could desire. These were not model cottages
either, but very old houses, which had been put into such repair as encouraged the
housewives to be orderly and neat. In some of the villages there is a good deal of
overcrowding, which does not arise from keeping lodgers, but from the largeness of
the families. Miners, as a rule, seem to marry very early, and are as much averse to
the family name dying out as are the owners of broad acres, who trace their descent
from Kings and Nobles. All over Scotland the tenure of occupancy appears to be the
same. The miner is only entitled to remain in the house while he continues in the
service of the Company. For this reason many of them prefer to live in large towns,
where these exist in the neighbourhood of the Pits, and, as far as | have been able to
gather, they pay a higher rents than those, which are charged, for Company houses. It
is generally said that the miners and their wives are offensively coarse, and | was told
to expect much incivility in the course of my inquiries. This, however, | have not
experienced. There are, of course, many rakish looking characters among them, but |
have always got civility, even from the least refined, and frank, smiling courtesy from
by far the larger number.
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THE DUNFERMLINE JOURNAL
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 1875.

MINERS HOUSES IN FIFE AND CLACKMANNAN
Part (2)

Dunfermline has a proud history. Its venerable Abbey and Royal ruins might form a
tempting theme for one whose commission, more elastic than my own, permitted him
to go back to the days of the Bruce. Thirty or forty years however, are all that my
historic tether may include, and even this finger length of time | can only deal with a
sentence.  Within that comparatively brief period Fifeshire has undergone a
remarkable transformation by the development of the Railways, and the opening up of
the coal pits. Bleak moorlands of that early time are now populous mining villages, to
which extensions are almost continually being made, and the modest hamlets of forty
years ago have assumed all the bustle and importance of modern burghs, with ale-
houses, and churches, and police stations.

In my last letter, | enumerated the villages which | had overtaken during two days
driving in Fifeshire, and now proceed to refer to them in the order then indicated, this
happening also to be the order in which they were visited. It is perhaps necessary to
say that Baldridge Row, to which I first proceed, is not set down in my list of places.
Baldridge Row is connected with Wellwood Colliery, but I rather think that it enjoys
no other local patronage or alliance. It is within 20 minutes walk of Dunfermline
Cross, but nobody cares to confess it belongs to Dunfermline. It is indeed a most
unsavoury place and is only saved from discreditable rivalry with some other Rows |
have seen by the proprietor bestowing a little more care upon the houses, which must
be somewhere about a hundred years old. A trench has been formed behind the Rows,
which keep the interior a trifle drier than it would otherwise be, and ashes laid in the
front, terminating in a tile drain, serve to make the doors tidier than one might expect
to find them. The interior of some of the houses, however, is enough to make the
boldest hold his breath for a time, the people themselves being more to blame for this
than the Landlord, although he is not altogether guiltless. Baldridge Row, to state the
case frankly, is one of many similar places which should be improved off the face of
the earth. In the first house we are introduced to an old woman of fourscore, living in
a single apartment which is low in the damp-stained ceiling, badly lighted, and
altogether miserable. In her young days she worked in the pits, and is now permitted
to sit rent free. Similar places further along the Row bring a rent of 8d a week, and
two apartments 4s 6d a month. In the second house, the rain finds its way through the
roof above one of the beds, and on a recent wet Saturday the tenant removed her
bedding, the "Tick™ and the sheets being both wet. Outside the houses there are no
conveniences of any kind. The Dunfermline water supply is available at Baldridge
Row

Milesmark, a village at a short distance, affords a pleasing contrast to the hamlet we
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have just left. It consists of The School Row, The Cottage Row, and The Castle,
which are also furnished with Dunfermline water. In the School Row there are seven,
and in the Cottage Row six houses. They are uniform is style and internal
arrangement — large rooms and Kitchens, with lofty ceilings, lumpy stone floors, and
ample window space on both sides. The rent for such houses is 7s 6d a month. They
are very well furnished, several of the rooms having tester beds with Damask curtains,
engravings on the walls, and on the tables family Bibles and other books, showing
that the people do not belong to the lower class of miners. The Castle is a two-
storeyed building, tenanted by the humbler class. At one end of the block, containing
some two and twenty houses, is an old ruin which has been made a depository for
refuse, and proves a nuisance to the neighbouring tenants. An ashpit has been set
down at the opposite end of the houses, from which it is well removed, and its
contents are regularly removed. The two flats of the Castle are both reached from the
front entrance, two houses on the ground floor being entered at the foot of the inner
staircase leading to the upper storey, where there are two tenants. Single apartments
with small bed closets are rented at 5s a month. In one of these lives a family of ten,
including three grown-up daughters, who are employed at a factory in Dunfermline.

Parknuek, another small mining village, consists of three Rows of one-storey houses.
Mrs Greer, whO owns a colliery near at hand, is the proprietress of one of the Rows.
These are very damp houses, but as the tenants are not called upon to pay rent, they
cannot with any grace insist upon repairs being executed. In the second Row, forming
a continuation of Mrs Greer’s, are 17 houses belonging to the Wellwood Colliery, in
much the same condition as those already noticed.

The village of Wellwood, which we next reach, is larger than any we have visited in
Fife. Taking the first Row of stone houses, only occupied in the last three months, we
find they are large rooms and kitchens with wooden floors in both apartments. They
were well raised from the ground, and appear to be excellent houses. There are no
ashpits for the Row. Engine Row, which stands opposite, is of quite a different
description. The houses are very old, and 5s 8d a month is charged for two
apartments, rent having been exacted for the first time a few weeks ago. The
proprietor is endeavouring to repair them, now that the free list is suspended, but little
progress has yet been made, and in the meantime his tenantry are in unveiled
rebellion. There is a great deal of damp in Engine Row. “What is your floor like?” |
said to an elderly woman who was detailing her grievances. “Deil a floor | hae” she
said “It’s naething but earth, and | hae cloots laid doon and every dagon’t thing to
keep it dry”. | saw the floor, and “every dagon’t thing” seemed to be little better than
nothing for her purpose. Single apartments at Engine Row are rented at 4s a month.
The road in front of the houses was simply a mud hole on the day of my visit. “Palace
Row”, another of the glories of Wellwood, has been so called, | presume, because it is
the very antipodes of what the name suggests. The houses entering from the Main
Street are good enough, but those on the lower level at the other side are dark, dirty
places and, as may be inferred from their situation, are very damp. For two
apartments, a rent of 5s a month is charged. In the “Store Row” | went into some
houses of peculiarly narrow construction, one of them having a space of a foot and a
half between a small trunk in front of the room bed and the opposite wall. Six of a
family reside here, the rent being 3s 4d a month. A woman living in this Row told me
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that going from home on one occasion from Friday till Monday, she found on her
return that water had lodged in her house to a depth of several inches to the detriment
of an eight day clock, which she holds in great regard. The “North Square” consists
of 23 very good room and kitchen houses, the rent, only recently imposed, being 7s 6d
a month.

The pits of Townhill are worked by Mr Stevenson, the lands belonging to the town of
Dunfermline. Townhill is a large village, and | believe the morale of the place has
been greatly improved under Mr Stevenson’s rule. That, however, does not come
within the scope of my inquiry. So far as its houses are concerned, Townhill does not
stand very high. There are a number of excellent Rows in the village, and quite as
many of which it is impossible to speak in terms of approval. Take the Back Row,
which first invited out attention as we enter the village. The houses are old and
decidedly inferior, with stone floors and damp beds and walls — single apartments are
being rented at 3s a month. One of the women told me she had not been a month in
Townhill when she found one of her mattresses was rotten with damp. At the end of
this Row, which seems to be the worst in the village, are a few houses about three
years old, yet even these are not of a high class. The tenants have only the four walls
in which to stow away their belongings, “Presses” being apparently regarded as
modern superfluities. Ashes and all refuse are laid out in front of the doors, but as
they are regularly taken away there is little ground for complaint on this score. In the
centre of Townhill we come upon five houses, the property of the miners who occupy
them. There may be more of this class, but if so | was unable to discover them. They
are good room and kitchen houses, two of stone and the others of brick, they are
finished in a superior style. One of the brick houses was built by Mr Stevenson, and
purchased from him about six months ago for £150. It was the wife of the proprietor
with whom | spoke on the subject, and she was not sure of the exact sum paid. This
cost is inclusive of about fifty yards of garden ground at the back. In “Loch Row”,
the houses are above the level of the roadway, not withstanding which some of them
are not quite free from damp, and the tenants say that they are “sair bothered wi’
reek”. In front are a capital pavement and drain. The people give Mr Stevenson
credit for keeping the roads tidy, but | saw at least one huge ashpit overflowing with
filth, set down within a dozen feet or so from the back windows of dwelling houses.
The most conspicuous Rows in Townhill are three painted outside in vermilion, and
belonging to the Muircockhall Coal Company. Although the exterior is rather garish,
these are among the best houses in Townhill. They are single apartments and rooms
and kitchens, the rent for the double ends being 8s 6d a month. Attached to each of
the Rows are ashpits, and closets, and coal cellars.

Kingseat, which we afterwards reach, is connected with the Halbeath Coal Company
— Messrs Wallace and Henderson. It is a large village which has sprung into existence
within the last few years. The houses on the line of the Main Road are owned by
private proprietors, but all the others, | was informed, belong to the Company. | only
went into two or three, as they are all built on the same principle, and are apparently
very good dwellings, although liable to the objection that they are destitute of all
needed conveniences. There are no ashpits or closets over the village, as far as |
could learn — certainly there are none connected with the Row | visited, and the back
ground is very nasty. Good rooms and kitchens here are rented at 6s 8d a month. The
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water for the village is got from a field near at hand. It is surface water and becomes
dirty in rainy weather.

Halbeath, belonging to the Coal Company of that name, is a scrambling village,
chiefly built on a hill-side. It is continued down in the valley, and on the opposite
slope claims recognition with a few straggling tenements. The best way to deal with
the houses at Halbeath would doubtless be to pull them down from roof to basement,
but in the meantime it must be admitted that the Company are doing what they can to
make them decently habitable, and show how much might be done in such places as
Dandy Row and the Red Toon to improve the dwellings of the poor. Wooden floors
have been put in some of the frailest, and in other respects the houses have been
altered to the better. There is still much damp in many of them, and this will continue
to be the case until a thorough system of drainage is carried out.

Crossgates is a large village of old houses tenanted by miners in the employment of
the Halbeath, Fordell, and Netherbeath Coal Companies, and is situated in the
Parishes of Dunfermline and Dalgetty. This division of responsibility has an
unfortunate effect, each proprietor and Parish leaving it to the other to inaugurate
much needed improvements. The houses, so far as | saw them, and | was in a good
many, are low in the ceilings, badly lighted, and have earthened floors scooped out
into what may almost be called mud holes. Coals are kept below the bed, ashes
thrown where they must be offensive, and open drains within a foot of the doors in
one of the Roes lie chocked up and smelling.

Fordell, which is next reached, was represented to me as a model village, belonging to
Mr Henderson, of the Fordell Coal Company. Simple candour, however, compels me
to say that it is nothing of the kind. It is true that there is one very fine Row of houses
which we reach through long kitchen gardens and neatly arranged flower pots. These
are room and Kitchens entered from the opposite sides of the passage, which is
ventilated by doors in front and rear. They are large and well finished houses, the
rents being 6s 8d a month. Mr Henderson, | am told, stimulates a love for flowers by
offering prizes in summer for the best kept gardens, and | have no doubt the result of
the competition thus created an abundance of colours and fragrances; but as there are
no outhouses of any kind, the chances are that the odours in warm weather will be
unpleasantly mingled. Right opposite this Row is an old range leased by Mr
Henderson from the Carron Company. The first house we enter is tenanted by a
young man who is confined to bed, his leg having been broken in the pit. It is a
“House and a Half”, as it is called, or a kitchen with a stone floor and damp walls, and
a room barely seven feet broad, for which a rent of 6d a month is paid. Single
apartments along the Row are 5s a month. They are all well kept, but very damp.
Elsewhere is the “Square”, in which the houses are quite bad as any we have seen.
Scarlet fever has entered one family.

Donibristle, belonging to the Donibristle Coal Company, consists of three old Rows
and one new Row. In the first house which I entered in the first Row, I found three
children in bed, recovering from scarlet fever. This disease has been specially rife in
the opposite Row of new houses, three children having died since the beginning of the
year, and others were down with fever on the day of my visit. No grow-up people
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have been seized, the eldest victim being a boy of nine years, who died. The houses
in this Row are all good rooms and kitchens, rented at 7s 8d a month. In one of them
a family live — father, and mother, three grown-up sons, four daughters, and a boy.
The ground at thee back is untidy, the only outhouses being pig-styes and hen coops.

Moss-Road, near Cowdenbeath, is built on moss, which extends for miles around. The
houses are comparatively new, rooms and Kitchens being 7s 8d a month. Outside are
coal cellars for each tenant, and ashpits and closets, the cleanliness which is looked
after by a man; the water for Moss-Road comes from a going pit, led into pump wells
placed near the ashpits and closets. One sample which | tasted showed slight
impurity. The people complain bitterly about the water, and have a fixed belief, in
which | do not share, that it is polluted by the neighbouring ashpits.

Cowdenbeath is such a large village that I cannot pretend minutely to describe the
houses which chiefly belong to the Cowdenbeath and Lochgelly Coal Companies. A
number of them are very old, and the sanitary arrangements of the defective character
which is generally applicable to all the Fife villages | have visited. There are also
several brick Rows of modern date, and a range of two-storey stone buildings, as yet
only partially occupied, belonging to the Cowdenbeath Company, which for internal
convenience and the completeness of the arrangements outside, are far and away the
best in the whole Country side. On the ground floor, entered from a common
highway, the rooms and kitchens (rented at 9s 4d a month) are still damp in the walls,
but otherwise are all that could be desired. The walls, as | observed from tenements
in the block still in the course of erection, are not lathed, and there is thus the danger
of a tendency to permanent dampness. The upper floor is reached by an outside stair
at the back of the houses, which are of one and two rooms and kitchen, being quite as
roomy as those below. Coal cellars are provided for each tenant, wash houses for
every four families, and closets in sufficient number. These are grouped together in
one outside building, ventilated from the roof.

The village of Lumphinnans belongs to the Colliery of that name, and consists of
continuous Rows of houses, partly of brick and partly of stone, many of which are
damp in the back wall, the ground behind being undrained. Piggeries are the only
outhouses. Refuse is laid in the Main Road and removed every week. The water
supply is objectionable. In winter it is got from a field, and in summer it is carried
away from Cowdenbeath, or taken out of any hole where it may be found.

Lochgelly, the last place where 1 visited in Fife, is a large town with a mixed
population. Walking through it, we come on the outskirts to a mining settlement in
connection with the Lochgelly Company, and consisting of new brick Rows and old
stone houses, either owned or leased by the Company. The former are rooms and
kitchens, with wash houses and other conveniences. They are very good houses, and
being well raised from the ground, promise to be dry and comfortable when they have
been occupied for some time. The old stone houses are much complained off in
regards damp, and would be greatly the better for immediate repair. Water is got from
a general pump, but is scarce during dry summers. There are a number of private
wells in the village, and | was told that two summers ago the miners wives had to pay
for every “rake” they got.
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THE DUNFERMLINE JOURNAL
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 5 1876

COWDENBEATH
CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETY LIMITED.

The first quarterly meeting of the members of this Society was held on Monday
evening last in Gardener's Hall, Mr Wm Davidson, president in the chair. The
secretary read the minutes of the quarter, and referred the members to the printed
balance sheet in their hands for all the necessary information regarding the financial
state of the Society. There has been drawn for goods £1,106 2s. 6d. The net profit,
after paying for everything required by the rules, and setting aside 5 per cent for
property and fixed stock, is £110. 12s. 3d, which gives members 2s and non-members
1s per £ on their purchases. The balance sheet was then adopted. Messrs Jas Laing
and George Beveridge were elected members of committee in place of those retiring.
Votes of thanks to the manager Mr Thom. Walls, Committees and Chairman, brought
the meeting to a close, all being highly pleased with the first quarter's report.
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THE DUNFERMLINE JOURNAL
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 19 1876

COWDENBEATH - OPENING OF A NEW PUBLIC SCHOOL

On Monday afternoon the new school erected at the village of Cowdenbeath was
formally opened by the Beath Parish Board in presence of a large number of visitors,
chiefly residents in the locality and neighbourhood. Among those present were the
Revs. Mr T McPhail, Beath; Anderson, Cowdenbeath; Grant, Auchterderran; and
Brown, Lochgelly. The Rev. Mr McPhail offered up prayer, after which Mr A
Landale, chairman of the Board, said - Shortly after taking office the members of the
Board found that they required premises to accommodate 400 children, but in order to
meet the probable requirements of the parish it was resolved to erect a school to
accommodate 550 children, and accordingly this had been done at considerable cost.
He thought the ratepayers would admit that a sufficiently suitable site had been
obtained for the building, and he trusted that the work to be done in the school would
be carried out successfully. It was the intention of the School Board to provide a good
education for the parish, and with able teachers such as had already been appointed,
he expected that this would be accomplished. The subject of education was exciting
considerable attention throughout the country at present, more especially the means of
providing a good education. He anticipated that in the school now erected by the
Beath Board, the children taught there would receive an education which would
enable them to take a higher position in the various walks of life than had been
attained by many of their predecessors. He had taken considerable interest in the
matter of education, and was glad to see that the schools with which he was connected
in the district had turned out excellent scholars, a fact which was alike creditable to
the teachers and to those who had charge of the education of the district. Now,
however, that the three schools in the parish were to be merged into one, he expected
that very important results would follow. He urged upon the parents the great
necessity of following up the work of the teacher by stimulating their children to a
desire for education by instilling within them right precepts and showing a good
example, all of which would exercise a powerful influence.

Addresses were afterwards delivered by the Rev. Mr McPhail, the Rev. Mr Anderson,
The Rev. Mr Grant and the Rev. Mr Brown, on the various aspects of the education
question. The thanks of the meeting were tendered to Mr Landale for the efforts he
had made to secure the erection of a large and comfortable school for the children of
the parish. Several hymns were sung by the pupils, after which the proceedings
terminated.

The school has suitable accommodation for 550 children, and the expenditure
connected with it has been about £4201. It is fitted with proper appliances, heating
and ventilation, and is surrounded with a spacious play-ground, in the north-west
corner of which a substantial and comfortable dwelling-house has been erected for the
teacher.
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THE DUNFERMLINE JOURNAL
SATURDAY, APRIL 29, 1876

EPIDEMIC OF TYPHOID FEVER AT KINGSEAT

During the last few weeks typhoid fever has become very prevalent among the
inhabitants of this village, happily however, it is generally of a mild type. It is stated
that the malady made its first appearance in the village during July last year, but it was
not until about a month ago that it became epidemical; altogether there have been
about a hundred cases of which fourteen are now convalescent; in five instances
however, the attacks have resulted fatally. The cause of the malady has been
definitely assigned to contagion and local influences such as pools of foul and
stagnant water in the vicinity of the dwellings. Accordingly, the attention of the
authorities have been called to the subject, steps for the improvement of its sanitary
condition are in progress - the sewers have now been finished, and the piggeries and
ashpits removed; disinfectants have likewise been freely used in and around the
houses. The statement that the inferior quantity of the water used by the inhabitants
for domestic purposes was one of the causes which have originated, and was fostering
the malady, having gained credence, the proprietor of the colliery caused samples of
the water used in the village to be sent to Dr Stevenson Macadam for the purpose of
analysis, and has since received from him the following statement: -

Analytical Laboratory, Surgeons' Hall,

Edinburgh, 25th April, 1876

I have carefully analysed two samples of water forwarded to me by the Halbeath,
Cuttlehill, and Kingseat Colliery Co., and respectively labelled: - "Kingseat Well",
"Muircockhall Park™ and "Loch Fitty Cistern Water". In general characters these
waters were free from visible contamination, practically colourless, and well-tasted.
On concentration and analyses they yielded the following results, calculated in each
case to the imperial gallon: -

"Kingseat" "Loch Fitty"
"Well Water" "Cistern Water"
Saline matter, principally
Carbonate of lime (chalk)
Sulphate of lime (stucco)

and chloride of iodine

(Common salt) ... ... 13.14grs  14.81grs
Organic and volatile matter 0.62 0.72
Hardness 6 deg 7 deg
Saline ammonia ... ... 0.011 0.012
Albumenoid ammonia ... 0.007 0.008

These results prove that these waters are free from pollution with sewage or other

“A Wee Keek Back”



23

noxious substances, and are of good average quality for domestic purposes. The
proportion of saline matter in solution is not large, and the hardness is slight. | am
therefore of the opinion that either or both of these waters may be confidently
employed for drinking, cooking, and other domestic purposes.

(Signed) STEVENSON MACADAM, Ph.D. and C.
Lecturer on Chemistry

Mr Stuart, as Sanitary Inspector under the local Authority, and by their instructions
sent half a gallon of each of the above waters to Dr Milne, Glasgow, who is the
analyst for the Burgh. The following is the results: -

Chemical Laboratory,
141 West Regent Street,
Glasgow, 27th April 1876.

Report on two samples of water marked "Muir Well" and "Loch Fitty", received on
25th inst., from Mr Geo Stuart, Superintendent of Police, Dunfermline.
I have carefully examined the above samples and found as follows: -

"Muir Well" "Loch Fitty"
Total solid matter ... 10.92  14.84 grains per gal
Chlorine ... 1.61 74 " "
Free ammonia .003 .0019
Albumenoid ammonia ... .005 012 " "
Total ammonia ... .008 .031
REMARKS

As received by me the water from "Muir Well" was comparatively clear, while that
from "Loch Fitty" was decidedly turbid, and the finely divided matter held in
suspension, did not settle readily. Neither of them gave off any odour when gently
heated. As regards the amount of free and Albumenoid ammonia present in the
samples, the "Muir Well" water, although it cannot be classed as a pure water, is not,
in my opinion, unfit for domestic use; but that from "Loch Fitty" | should be inclined
to consider very suspicious. The small amount of chlorine, especially in the latter
water, clearly indicates that the organic contamination is of vegetable, rather than of
animal origin, and this goes to prove the absence of sewage contamination. As a
water containing vegetable contamination in any quantity is equally unfit for domestic
use, | should recommend as a matter of precaution, that the use of the "Loch Fitty"
water be discontinued.

Both these waters are moderately hard.

The limited time at disposal, as well as the amount of water sent, precluded the
possibility of an exhaustive analysis being made; but the above figures are quite
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sufficient for judging as to the fitness of the waters for use.
In all cases of water analysis, at least one gallon of each sample should be sent.

JAMES M. MILNE. Ph. D.

Analytical and Consulting Chemist,
Public Analyst for Kinning Park Burgh,
and Dunfermline.
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THE DUNFERMLINE JOURNAL
SATURDAY, JULY 29, 1876

VITAL STATISTICS
(Dunfermline Parish & Burgh)

The following are the statistics of the health of the parish and burgh for the six months
ending 30th June last, as prepared by Dr Morris, Medical Officer of Health.
Assuming the population of the landward part of the parish to be 8,633, and that of the
burgh to be 15,688, the number of births during the above period was 496; of which
333 were in the burgh, and 163 in the landward part of the parish, and of those, 18 in
the burgh, and 11 landward were illegitimate. The deaths were 210 in the burgh, and
80 in the landward part of the parish - 290. The birth rate was 41 per 1000 of the
population per annum, and the death rate nearly 24 per 1000 per annum. This is
higher than the previous half year, when it was only 18 per thousand of the
population. The high rate of mortality is to be accounted for by the great number of
deaths under two years of age, and also people of advanced years. In both stages of
life, severity of the weather contributed much to hasten and increase the number of
fatal cases - 90 of the deaths were under two years of age, and upwards of 50 were
above 70 years of age. Consumption carried off 20, and other tubercular diseases
upwards of 40; bronchitis, 38; pneumonia and other affections of the lungs, 30;
debility of birth and of age, 52; accidents, 5; alcohol, 4; and drowning, 1. There were
eleven deaths from typhoid, which assumed an epidemic form at Kingseat, but the
energetic action of the local authority and medical officer was successful in checking
its further progress. Dr Littlejohn of Edinburgh, at the request of the Board of
Supervision, arrived here and accompanied by the members of the local authority,
went over the locality, and having inspected the village, and ascertained what sanitary
measures were taken, he approved of the proceedings. The disease threatened to
break out at Townhill, but the same energetic action was adopted and also steps being
taken to isolate the cases and promptly disinfect the dwellings where the patients were
lying; happily this course had the desired effect, and the disease was stamped out. We
regret to add there are a few cases of typhoid fever now in the Town, but it is hoped
that the local authority’s directions of at one isolating the cases and using disinfectants
will be fully carried out with the same beneficial results as at Townhill.
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SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 1877

DESTRUCTION OF LOCHGELLY CO-OPERATIVE STORE.

Early on Saturday morning, last week, the building and business stock belonging to
the Lochgelly Co-operative Society were almost entirely destroyed by fire. The
property consisted of an oblong block of buildings, 80 feet by 82 feet, the greater part
of which was two storeys in height, situated near the centre of Lochgelly, having a
front and end facing the two main thoroughfares; the other side and end were bounded
by back streets. The ground flat was occupied at the north end by the general grocery
shop, and next to it was a store cellar and a bakehouse; immediately beyond this, but
separated by a stone gable, was the drapery department in the south end of the
building. On the second floor was a hall capable of seating about 200 people, and
also a granary or flour store. Throughout Friday night the smell of something burning
in the neighbourhood of the store excited concern, and a search was made, but nothing
was discovered to excite further alarm. The smell increased, however, as the night
advanced, and between two and three o’clock on Saturday morning several people
became so much alarmed that the attention of Mr Hunter, the manager of the store,
was called to it. On opening the shop door he encountered a volume of smoke and
flames, which had evidently been smouldering for some time, burst forth. Further
access was impossible without great risk, and accordingly he went round to a window
in the north gable through which he attempted to reach the desk containing the
society’s books, but in this effort he was alike unsuccessful, and only the corners of a
large number of books which had not been entirely consumed were afterwards picked
up among the charred embers. Meanwhile the alarm spread rapidly, and very soon a
large number of the inhabitants gathered round the building eager to give what
assistance they could to subdue the flames, which unhappily had the start on them by
a long way, but if possible save what could be got of the stock of goods. Messengers
were dispatched to Dunfermline and Kirkcaldy for the fire engines, and by six o’clock
Mr Chisolm with the engine and fire brigade from Dunfermline reached Lochgelly,
but by that time the roof of the principal building had fallen in, and part of the front
wall fell outwards on the street. The fire had evidently commenced in the north
division of the store, the shop fittings with the grocery goods and also flour burned
fiercely as the flames extended northwards. Seeing that this section of the building
was lost the firemen directed their attention to the drapery shop, which was separated
from the bakehouse by a stone gable. The stock of cloth having been removed shortly
after the outbreak of the fire, and carried to the neighbouring houses, a plentiful
supply of water was kept pouring on the gable, and also on the passage leading to the
drapery shop, until the flames had done their worst in the adjoining sections. The
efforts of the firemen proved successful, for the south division of the building has
been preserved, and has suffered comparatively little injury. By eight o’clock the fire
had burned out, not, however, before the grocery and baking departments, which were
well stocked, had been consumed. A large watchdog which was kept on the premises
could not be rescued in time, and so perished with his charge. The building were
erected in 1875, and were occupied by the Society at Martinmas of that year, when
they acquired the property for £1900; the stock in hand last week was estimated at
£1700; both, however, were insured. The previous shop was a spacious apartment,
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and the large hall above had just been painted and decorated. The society has on its
roll nearly 250 members; it has been about twelve years in existence, and hitherto has
been very prosperous. The members of the “Minto” Masonic Lodge held their
meetings in the hall, their chest containing the Charter of the Lodge, the emblems, &c
— valued at £20 — have all been destroyed. The “Olive” Lodge of Free Gardeners also
met in the hall, and kept their paraphernalia there; it too, has shared the same fate with
that belonging to their Masonic brethren. The business of the society is being
conducted in the small part of the building which has been preserved from the fire,
and in this limited accommodation it will probably continue until the other divisions
of the property are restored.
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SATURDAY, MARCH 31, 1877
LOCHGELLY
The New Catholic Chapel

The chapel just erected for the Catholic congregation here is a neat little building (in
the Gothic style of architecture), from a design by Messrs Frame & Son, architect,
Dunfermline and Alloa. It is seated for 200 people, and is estimated to cost £900, and
the lighting and heating arrangements are on the most improved principles. The
contractors were as follows: - Mason work, Mr T Robertson, Lochgelly; Joiner work,
Mr W. Alison, Dysart; Plaster work, Messrs McGregor & Anderson, Dunfermline;
Slater work, Messrs McOwen & Lambert, Dunfermline; Plumber work, Messrs J&W
Terrance, Kirkcaldy. Mr John Hall superintended the erection of the building.
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SATURDAY, MARCH 30, 1878.

THE DUNFERMLINE STAGE COACH.

The Dunfermline coach, bowling along with its four horses in a swinging trot, has for
half a century been one of the most familiar and pleasant sights of Princes Street and
the Queensferry Road. There are, perhaps, few old residents in Edinburgh who
cannot recall with pleasure a summer morning’s drive on its box seat, over the Dean
Bridge, along the smooth wide road overlooking the Forth and Fifeshire hills, past
Craigleith and Ravelston, past Craigcrook and Davidson’s Mains, down the long
walled-in stretches that lead to Cramond Brig, up the shady hill at the Dalmeny
entrance gate, then along more straight stretches of undulating road, until, after the
exciting down the Hawes Brea, the steaming horses pulled up at the door of the Inn
where the Antiquary dined with Lovell more than a hundred years ago. Many, too,
can remember the same journey under circumstances not so delightful — with sleet
driving in their teeth, their ears tingling, their noses a hue between purple and
Prussian blue, the hands nerveless and aching, with the sensation of their nether
extremities as if they had been carefully packed in ice. The pleasure of a “Tentivt trot”
were sometimes not without their alloy, but they were genuine pleasures after all.
What could be more exhilarating than the ring of the horses hoofs on the crisp road,
the jingle of the harness, the crack of the coachman’s whip, and the feeling of passing
through soft air at a pace fast enough to be exciting, and yet not so fast as to become
nerve-shaking and bewildering? Railway travelling, too, has its pleasures. The man
who does not know what it is to feel himself whirled along at fifty miles an hour by an
invisible, irresistible force, does not know one of the most thrilling human sensations.
But the rush of the train is the pace that kills — the swing of the coach is the pace that
revives and refreshes. The latter cheers, the former inebriates, and leaves the usual
effects of inebriation in the shape of a headache, tremulousness lassitude. Not even
the most inveterate ‘Laudator temporis acti’ can doubt which is the most convenient
in the long run — but it depends entirely upon the length of the run. From London to
Edinburgh give us the flying Scotchman before the “Tally-Ho’s” and “Highflyers” of
the mail coach days — from Edinburgh to Dunfermline there are few people who
would not prefer, in the summer months at least, the rattling four-wheeler with its
high-stepping team. It is not impossible that the coach which last Saturday “Paid its
last Pike” may in future years be temporarily resuscitated during the summer and
autumn, as have the London and Brighton and London St Albans stage coaches! Not
even the road through the Surrey Hills and over the Sussex Downs is more charming
for a summer day’s drive that the old great North thoroughfare. To have experienced
the exhilaration of a stage-coach ride in an element of culture. Without having done
S0 one cannot appreciate the coaching episodes in “Humphrey Clinker,” or “Nicholas
Nickelby,” or “Tom Brown’s School Days”, not to mention other famous works of
lighter literature. It will be an evil day when the world is driven so fast that people
cannot spare time, if only but once or twice in their lives, to learn the delights of a
four or five hour spin on a summer forenoon with four spanking bays in the trace.

“A Wee Keek Back”



30

SATURDAY, JUNE 12 1880.

NOTES FROM INVERKEITHING.

Among the Royal Burghs of Scotland pre-eminent for its antiquity at least, is that of
Inverkeithing, but the earliest accounts we have of it are more traditional than historic.
There is an old Charter extant, granted to the burgh by King William the Lion, given
at Clackmannan in 1172. The following is a copy of the translation from the Latin
deed: -

“William, King of Scots, to all trusted men in the whole land getting. Know ye that |
have granted, and by this my charter, have conferred for ever to the Provost and
others, my burgesses of Inverkeithing, for the common use and benefit of the burgh,
the land called Cruiks, on the south side of the burgh, according to right division
thereof; I will therefore and ordain that they have and hold that land for the common
use and benefit of the burgh, for ever, freely and peaceably as other lands belonging
to that burgh, by paying yearly, on my account, half a merk of silver to the man who
holds the lands of the lordship of Inverkeithing. Witness, Ada the Countess; Mathew
the Archdeacon; Walter the son of Alan the Steward; Richard the Constable; Philip of
Valonii, and Serlon of Edinburgh.”

There was an earlier Charter granted in 1124, by Dauvis I., and subsequent to the above
by William the Lion; one by Alexander Il., son of William, in 1214; another by
Alexander 1l1., in 1249; and a third by Robert Il11., in 1390. The latest, and indeed the
last, is that granted by James V1., dated 4™ May, 1598. It is as follows: -

“To all and sundry, the burgesses and community of Inverkeithing and others therein
mentioned, together with all and sundry tolls, Customs, rights, anchorages, liberties,
and all privileges of the same burgh within the bounds, meiths and marches,
contained in the old infertments thereof — that is to say, from the Water of Devon to
the Water of Leven, betwixt the midst of the Water of the Forth and the great stone
standing forement the Mill of Allforth (Milnathort), and with all the customs, burgage,
duties, slalages, and tolls, as well by sea as by land.”

By the contiguity of Inverkeithing to the ferry passages between Fife and the
Lothians, being situated close to the Great North Highway through the land, and
which ultimately became, as indeed it has for centuries been, the main thoroughfare or
high Street of Inverkeithing, the burgh, or rather the rude hamlet, naturally rose into a
place of some importance at a very early period, and gradually became a centre of
interest. Several historiographers say it was of great extent. Here David ., the son of
Malcolm Canmore and Queen Margaret, occasionally sojourned, and there is little
doubt that the Royal lady must also have been a frequent visitor here, however short
her calls, when passing from the tower at, or rather on, Dunfermline to the ferry,
which is named in memory of her, and its environs with which the romantic story of
her life must ever be associated, while these retain the names of Margaret’s Hope and
the Queensferry.

About the beginning of the 14™ century, and during the last three years of her life,
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Annabella Drummond, the widowed Queen of Robert Il., lived in a house still known
as Retmell’s Inn. There were also two monasteries, occupied respectively by the
Dominican and Franciscan friars. But there is no doubt that prior to the advent of
these ecclesiastics the Culdees had here a cell. Their simple and purer worship was
overshadowed by the Romish clergy, who were invited northward and patronised by
the Saxon Princess, sister of Edgar Atheling and Queen of Malcolm Canmore, so
famous for her acts of piety and self-mortification, and also her efforts to ameliorate
the condition of the people in that rude age. The last meeting of the Culdees in the
district was held in Inverkeithing Church in 1250. The ancient sculptured cross is
erected in front of the town house. On the summit of the pillar there is a unicorn
rampant holding a shield. The shaft had been broken in the centre, but it has been
restored and strongly clasped. On the sides of its capital are sundials and four crests,
supposed to be those of Drummond, Douglas, the Royal Arms, and the Duke of
Rothsay. A number of the Scottish nobility had houses in the town, including the
Earls of Morton, Rosebery, and Dunfermline; Ferguson of Raith, and Henderson of
Fordel; the representatives of the latter family were long its hereditary provosts.
There are other great points of antiquarian interest in the burgh and district, but the
accounts regarding them are legendary and uncertain. It is a veritable and noteworthy
circumstance, however, that in the reign of James Ill., the court of the four burghs
assembled at Inverkeithing, and drew up a set of mercantile regulations, and the
Convention of Royal Burghs statedly held its sittings here previous to its meetings
being held in Edinburgh. In 1651 Inverkeithing was the scene of an engagement, or
rather the valley on the north side of the town, between the troops of the
Commonwealth, under two of Cromwell’s lieutenants, and the Scotch army, when the
latter were defeated with great slaughter — a disaster which further emanated in the
catastrophe to the Royal troops at Worcaster and the flight of Charles Il. Another
incident of a different character, but no less interesting because fraught with important
and far-reaching consequences beyond the locality where it originated, took place
here in 1749. When the patrons of the parish presented to its ecclesiastical benefice
the Rev. Andrew Richardson, who had been formerly minister of Broughton, the
parishioners opposed his settlement, and the majority of the Presbytery of
Dunfermline refused to induct the presentee. In 1752, however, while the General
Assemble were sitting, the Presbytery were ordered to proceed forwith to
Inverkeithing and induct the new incumbent, and also to report to the Supreme Court
at once that they had fulfilled its injunction. Six of the nine members of the
Presbytery declined obedience by absenting themselves from Inverkeithing, in
consequence of which the Rev. Thomas Gillespie, minister of Carnock, who should
have officiated on the occasion, was deposed from his office of the ministry for
insubordination and contumacy. These proceedings of the Assembly resulted in the
rise of the Relief Denomination, of which Mr Gillespie was the founder. While on
these matters, we may state that the parish church building was destroyed by fire in
1582, but immediately thereafter an elegant and commodious structure was erected,
which contained over q thousand sittings. In the early part of the century, when some
excavations were being made near the old church, a sand stone font of hexagonal
formation was discovered. It is finely ornamented with carving and armorial
bearings, and it is preserved in the new edifice. Ad-joining to it is another relic of the
ancient church, namely the low square tower and belfry, which is supposed to have
been erected in the 11" century. The only other place of worship in the burgh is that
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of the United Presbyterian congregation.

The greater part of the town is situated on a steep bank, at the base of which the
waters of the Keith burn enter the bay. The population of the burgh is over 1700, and
its electoral constituency is about 220. It unites with Stirling and Dunfermline in
sending a representative to Parliament. The assessable property is set down at £4269,
and the railway at £625. With the exception of two or three small villas, most of the
buildings are old and worn; extremely plain but substantial. The practice which
prevailed among the builders of an early period has here been followed by carving on
a prominent part of their edifice terse mottoes, quaintly expressed according to the
etymology of the age. There are two or three of these sermons in shape above the
doorways of the houses. They are all excellent in their way, but some of them are
familiar by their frequency. One, however, which may not be so well known is worth
quoting: -

CAIR.BOT.NOT.IN.ORDINARLIE.
FOR.AL.VAS.VTHERIS.AND.VTHERIS.VIL.

BE.ECT.

The buildings of modern erection do not present many pretensions to elegance, but
their elevated sites command magnificent views to the south and the east, taking in the
lower reaches of the Forth, with the long range of the Lothian shore and hillsides.
One spectacle particularly rivets attention, and provokes admiration, because of its
romantic site and historic association. It is the “grey metropolis of the north”, situated
on the heights with its spires and monuments, and the Castle rock, bounded by
Corstorphine Hill and Arthur’s Seat, and backed by the still loftier Pentlands. To the
north of Inverkeithing are the beautiful policies of Fordel, Otterstone, and Duloch.
Although possessing several natural advantages, the prosperity of the town has been
somewhat intermittent; its trade, in consequence of several causes, has been during
later years subject to various fluctuations. At present a large number of the male
population are employed at the Whinstone quarries in the Ferry Hills, and others in
the neighbourhood, belonging chiefly to Mr Roberts, Mr Will, of Dundee, Messrs
MacDonald and Messrs Brunton. From these quarries, which are mostly on the sides
of the cliffs lying between the bay and Queensferry, and in some of which blasting
and hewing have been carried on for more than a century, many streets of British and
Continental towns have been causewayed. Much of its enduring material have also
been used in the construction of piers and harbours. A few years ago there was a
large trade done in shipbuilding - chiefly coasting craft and steamers - and a number
of those vessels are owned and commanded by men resident in the town. A foundry
was started about forty years ago, to which was added an engineering work, and
thereafter the proprietors, Messrs Scott, commenced and carried on during many
years, a large business in iron shipbuilding. At these works, four years since, upwards
of 400 men were employed, but the business suffered from the grievous depression of
late, and other exigent circumstances. After being closed for a time the foundry was
partially resuscitated, and recently it passed into the hands of Messrs Anderson & co.,
Dundee, who are expected to take possession of the works immediately. There is still
a wooden shipbuilding yard and patent slip belonging to Messrs R. &. D. Ross, and
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near to it a sawmill has been erected by Messrs Blelloch. There are also in the burgh
Messrs Hay's tanworks for the manufacture of leather; these have been in operation
here since the year 1735. And there is also a fair business done in rope and sail-
making. Other industries there were which bulked more largely than they do now,
such as the fire-clay works at the north end of the town, and near to it there were
erected buildings for a distillery, which after being used as such for many years, the
process of distillation gave place to that of oil refining. About eight years ago the
works unfortunately caught fire, and the plant was destroyed. Since then some of the
buildings have been occupied as stores and malt barns, but they are mostly falling into
a state of dilapidation. There were in the burgh or its vicinity several flour mills, a
bone mill, a magnesia manufactory, and saltworks. Damask was also woven here, as
at Dunfermline, before the introduction of steam power; there are also a few of the
people employed in the season at the neighbouring farms. Inverkeithing was once
rich in the possession of the surrounding lands, but they were disposed of at an early
period for very nominal sums, or parted with under exigent circumstances. The Lands
of Duloch, once the property of the burgh, were sold to Mr J. Cant, in January 1729,
for the sum of 7000 merks, Scots - equal to £414 1s 9%d sterling. Since then the
estate has changed hands more than once; on the last occasion it was purchased by Mr
Gibson, merchant, St Andrew's, for somewhere about £26,000. It should be
mentioned, however, that some time previously the late Lord Cunningham, in whose
possession it was for a lengthened time, added considerably to its amenities, and
erected a large mansion-house. It is now held by the testamentary trustees of the late
Mr Gibson for a charitable institution in St Andrew's. The Corporation, however, still
hold the superiority over the lands of Duloch, Prathouse, Greens, and Cruiks. The
revenue of the burgh, which is chiefly from feu-duties and harbour dues, amounted
last year to £522. With the view of affording further facilities for the shipping, which
frequent the port, a railway was constructed two years ago, from the Dunfermline and
Queensferry line, which passes through Inverkeithing, down to the harbour, with
suitable appliances for loading coals. These works were executed at a cost of over
£2000, and about the same time the channel or fairway from the river to the pier at the
head of the bay was deepened. As we have said, the locality possesses several natural
advantages which fit it particularly as a shipping port. Formerly there was here a
large exportation of coals from the collieries in the west of Fife. The land-locked bay,
almost in front of the town, covering an area of 125 acres when the tide is full, forms
a natural harbour nearly circular in outline. The inlet from the Forth at the two heads
or nesses is about 100 yards in width. The attention of the engineers has been directed
to the bay with the view of its further utilization, and negotiations have for some time
been on foot between the Corporation and the North British Railway Company for the
purpose of devising some practicable scheme that shall effectually secure the
accomplishment of this object, which has been estimated would cost £70,000. It is
hoped that the enterprise may eventually take shape, that the bay may be deepened,
and additional piers erected. If this were successfully completed vessels could load or
discharge in that capacious harbour during the most boisterous weather in perfect
safety, being protected by the high ground on nearly every side. Meanwhile,
however, no small impetus will be given to the indications which are apparent of
returning prosperity to the old burgh, for besides those we have already noticed there
are very extensive works and machinery in the course of erection on the south side of
the bay by Messrs Arroll & Co., the contractors for the Forth Bridge at Queensferry.

“A Wee Keek Back”



34

These works are for the purpose of firing the clay, which is to be dug out of the solum
of the bay, there being at least thirty millions of bricks required for the piers, &c., of
the bridge. The railway over the bridge and the Ferry Hills is to be carried along the
south-west side of the bay and the town on a lofty viaduct, at an easy gradient till it
reaches the level on the north side of Inverkeithing, after which it parts in two
directions; one branch proceeds eastward by Aberdour to Burntisland, and the other
northwards to Dunfermline. Less has been done for the sanitary improvements of the
burgh than was desirable, but being situated on the face of an acclivity, its drainage,
which is mostly on the surface, is directed towards the bay. Inverkeithing was
imperfectly supplied with water, but in 1877 arrangements were made with the
authorities at Dunfermline for a branch in connection with their main from the Devon.
This was completed last year at a cost of £2500, and now the inhabitants have an
abundant supply of pure water, the domestic rate being 2d per £, and there is a special
rate which is levied according to the purpose of the parties. For the education of its
youth the people have long enjoyed the privilege of an excellent parish school, and
also several adventure schools. Since the passing of the Act of 1872 the education
requirements of the burgh have been under the supervision of the Parish and Burgh
School Boards. In accordance with the provision of that Act, the school
accommodation has been greatly extended and properly equipped, and the efficiency
of all the agencies further improved. -

'‘Daily Review'
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THE DUNFERMLINE JOURNAL
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 20, 1877

THE LOCHORE AND CAPLEDRAE CANNEL COAL COMPANY (LIMITED)

The annual meeting of this Company was held on Tuesday in the Freemason's Hall,
Edinburgh - Mr Henry Aitken, Falkirk, chairman of directors, presiding. The print of
a correspondence was submitted between the Messrs Gibson-Craig, Dalziel, and
Brodies, W.S., and the directors, in which the former, on behalf of the shareholders,
asked the directors consent to a committee being named to investigate into the affairs
of the Company and into the management of the present Board. The directors, it was
stated, had not the least objection to any investigation by shareholders interested in
the Company and willing to take part in its management. The present members of the
Board joined it some time after the formation of the Company owing to interests
which they had in common with the other shareholders. They had given much labour
gratuitously to the business of the Company.

The chairman assured the meeting that the directors sympathised with the
shareholders in the present position of the Company, and he was also happy to say
that the shareholders had shown, by the number of proxies sent in, that they had every
confidence in the directors. Referring to the disappointments they had experienced at
Capledrae by the whin dykes which had been met with among the parrot, he said they
would just need to struggle over these difficulties, and if the coal was again met with,
he had no doubt they would be able to pay a dividend. As to the suggested committee
of inquiry, it was stated in the correspondence that the committee was proposed in no
spirit of hostility to the directors, but simply that the shareholders might get
information. At the same time, the directors simply said to the shareholders, "Appoint
gentlemen who will come on the Board and investigate the affairs of the Company
and then help us in the conduct of its affairs whatever the issue is to be". He might
mention that, with the report and the correspondence before the shareholders, the
directors had received proxies representing 64,443 shares. The proxies returned to
Messrs Gibson-Craig represented 2505 shares. He moved the approval, of the report.

Mr Samuel L. Mason, Leith, seconded the motion.

Mr George Robertson, W.S., believed that the appointment of a committee of
investigation was imperatively called for, and that something must be done if they
were to save a small remnant of the money they had invested in the concern. The
chairman had stated the terms on which the directors would agree to the appointment
of a committee; but he (Mr Robertson) did not think it right that such a committee
should be in any way mixed up with the management until at least they had reported
to the shareholders. What was the position of the Company? They had had no
dividend since its commencement, and they had been told that their chance of one
depended on their finding some nugget of coal, independent of the flaws which had
hitherto been met with. He feared that was a small chance. The share capital of this
unfortunate concern was £110,000. Of that sum £50,000 was paid for the estate of
Lochore, and £3700 for the lease of Capledrae, leaving £46,000 of the £100,000 paid
to the vendor which they had never heard one bit about. He thought that in the history
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of the Companies promotion money to the extent of £46,000 out of a capital of
£110,000 was unheard of. He could not assume that it all went for promotion money,
but hoped that part of it went to make the coals workable. Then they had besides that
the sum of £35,000 for further opening up of mineral fields, and working plant,
constructing railway, &c., so that their capital was really £145,000. From the
accounts it would be observed that the Company was now indebted a total sum of
£183,000. Let them look how the capital amount really stood. The loan and
debenture debt was £35,950; other debts were put down at £3554, and the debt due to
the bank at £34,000. Deducting £26,00 they were to receive for the railway from the
North British Railway Company that would leave them with debts amounting to
£47,504. Then what were the assets? - Minerals and stock, £9000; estate of Lochore.
Say, £40,000; debts due to company, £3000 - making their total assets £52,000.
Deducting their liabilities from that, there remained £4500 to meet a subscribed
capital of £110,000. That was a lamentable state of affairs, and one that surely called
for independent inquiry. Mr Robertson next went into the revenue account, and
contended that £4200 was a large amount of wood to sell off 130 acres in five years,
and that such management must deteriorate the value of the estate. He also objected
to the sum put down under foresters wages and furnishings (£276); and called
attention to the amount entered under the heading "allowance to secretary, auditors,
Clerks, &c., £290," said he thought that when no dividend was being paid, some
consideration should be had for the shareholders in such matters. When they were
almost a bankrupt company, was it necessary, he asked, that they should have such a
staff of managers, foresters, and secretaries as they had? In all the circumstances he
thought the section of shareholders with whom he was acting were justified in
demanding an independent investigation. He moved the appointment of such a
committee.

Mr J.A. Robertson, C.A., seconded the motion.

Mr John MacKay suggested that as there was so little difference between the directors
and the section of the shareholders who were moving in this matter, the nominees of
the latter party might, to save any apparent antagonism, consent to act as directors
after the investigation had been made.

The chairman said the difficulty was that these gentlemen were the nominees of one
section of the shareholders. The directors wished the whole Company to have a voice
in the choice. With that view, he was prepared to submit was this: - "That it is
expedient the Board, which consists of three directors, should now be increased to
seven; and that this meeting now adjourn till the 5th November next for the purpose of
electing these additional directors, the names of suitable persons to be sent to the
secretary three days before the meeting; that the new members of the Board shall
investigate the affairs of the Company, and make a report to the shareholders".

Mr John MacKay said he should second the resolution, as nothing could be fairer than
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the proposal it contained.

Mr George Robertson intimated that he should have withdrawn his amendment if he
could have done so without being committed to the approval of the report.

The original motion and amendment were then put to the meeting, when the latter was
negatived by 17 to 13 votes. The report was therefore adopted. A director and
auditors having been appointed, the motion for adjournment was put and carried
unanimously. A vote of thanks to the chairman, on the motion of Mr G.D. Laurie,
terminated the proceedings.
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THE DUNFERMLINE JOURNAL
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 1877

LOCHORE AND CAPLEDRAE CANNEL COAL COMPANY

An adjourned meeting of the shareholders of the company was held on Monday at
noon, in the Freemason's Hall, Edinburgh - Mr Henry Aitken, Falkirk, presiding. The
purpose of the meeting was in terms of a resolution come to at the annual general
meeting held on the 16th alt, to appoint four new directors, so as to increase the Board
from three to seven members, and with a view to an investigation into the affairs of
the company and report to the shareholders. The chairman submitted on behalf of the
Board of directors, that the following gentlemen be elected: - George Robertson,
W.S., Edinburgh; James Thornton, Coalmaster, Crofthead; Alexander Nimmo,
Westbank, Falkirk, and James McKelvie, Coal Merchant, Haymarket. Mr Mackay,
chemist, George Street, in a communication to the secretary, recommended the names
of James Laurie, 29 Royal Terrace; George Robertson, 17 Royal Circus; R. Scot-
Skirving, Drummond Place; and John Walker, 1 Polworth Terrace. Mr Scot-Skirving
gave it as his opinion that Mr Robertson would not take office along with the
gentlemen proposed because his influence would simply be swamped by the directors
own men. He himself declined to act as a director, simply because he knew nothing
of mines or coal mining, and also because for five months of the year he was out of
Edinburgh, and could not attend to the interests of the shareholders. It was commonly
said outside, he remarked, that the reason why the directors had taken off John
Walkers name and put on his own (Mr Skirving's) instead was that Mr Walker was
too useful a man, and would take care that the shareholders knew all about the affairs
of the company. Mr Mackay, chemist, George Street, said that since the last meeting
he had heard more about this Lochore Company than ever he heard before, although
he had been a member since its commencement. He hoped that the results of the
meeting would be satisfactory to the shareholders. He therefore proposed that with a
view to the elucidation of those things and with a view to a settlement of what he was
inclined to look upon as so many wild rumours, the gentlemen he had already named
be elected as the new directors. The motion was seconded by Mr Robert Robertson.
A somewhat warm discussion ensued between the directors on the one side and a
number of the shareholders on the other. Mr Chas Blair, said that if they did not give
them the four there was not the slightest use of going forward one single step. If they
could not get an investigation in one way they would see whether they could get it in
another. Mr Walker contended that as the shareholders beside the directorate had
£25,000 of stock represented by proxies, they ought to have one-third of the direction.
If the directors were going to do what they professed as a thorough investigation, it
should not be done in a stingy way. If they did not give a fair representation it was
only barking the investigation - that was the simple English of it. Both parties being
determined to press their nominees, a private conference between representatives of
each was held, on the result of which Mr Mackay withdrew his motion, and proposed
only two names - Mr James Laurie and Mr George Robertson, this being seconded by
Mr Paul, and carried unanimously. The chairman then proposed two - Mr James
Thornton and Mr Alexander Nimmo - these being carried against an amendment that
Mr Walker and Mr Scot-Skirving be elected. The business was concluded with a vote
of thanks to the chairman, proposed by Mr Scot-Skirving who remarked that he did
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not know whether the chairman conducted the business well or ill, but he was always
a pleasant gentleman in the chair - not an easy matter in these hard times. He hoped
the Company would see better days by-and-bye.
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THE DUNFERMLINE JOURNAL
SATURDAY, MARCH 9, 1878

THE LOCHORE AND CAPLEDRAE CANNEL COAL COMPANY (LIMITED)
(Report of Investigation Committee)

At the annual meeting of this Company held in October last it was, as may be
remembered, resolved to increase the membership of the Board of directors from three
to seven, and that after the new members of the Board had investigated into the affairs
of the Company a report should be made to the shareholders. At a subsequent
meeting of the Company four new directors were accordingly elected, and by them a
report has now been prepared. This report states: -

"First - With regard to the Formation of the Company and Capital - The prospectus,
which was issued to the public in 1872, bears that 'the only agreement made by the
Company is an good deal by volcanic eruptions. On the theory that the above hills
were up raised since the period of the coal formation, the regular lying seams would
be violently torn asunder, and mixed with a combination of various metals or "trap-
dykes." In fact the surface itself in the district indicates clearly that there has been a
"whin battle" at some period or another, as large boulders crop out amongst the soil in
every field. The coalfields of Scotland are all more or less traversed by these faults or
dykes, which in the most cases gives evidence of foreign matter having been imported
into the coal measures, and forming separations by volcanic agency consisting of
greenstone of greenstone porphyry. In almost every instance dykes destroy the coal in
point of contact, and masses of trap intercept the minerals, which are burnt and
wasted, the coal at a considerable distance being inferior in quality. They, as a rule,
run parallel to each other, and are frequently of great extent, the strata being tilted up
so much that the coal may be found at the surface on the one side of the "fault™, while
on the other it may be 100 yards in depth - thus the continuity of the seam at
Capledrae is very much broken, and has made the getting of a regular lying seam of
coal a work of great difficulty. In fact, it is questionable as yet whether the desired
"coal haven™ may be reached, as the workmen after a period of over three years are
still digging into stone, exploring the unknown regions. A depth of fully 200 fathoms
has now been pierced, which at the angle of 45 degrees means that the men are
working at a perpendicular depth of 400 yards. Just imagine for a moment the
dangers the men at the foot of this great hill must have while the hutches of rubbish
are being raised by the engine to the surface, as the rope may break or a large fall of
stones may hurl from the top to the bottom. Such is the position of the men who are
engaged in mines, and parties who have such dangers to contend with ought to be
remunerated handsomely. Still this in the meantime is not the case, and there is just
now little hope of a soon revival. The operations at this Capledrae incline have been
under the directorship of Mr H. Aitken, managing director for the Company, while the
more immediate superintendence has been conducted by Mr John Ferguson, manager
of works. Both men seem to understand their work thoroughly, and Mr Aitken, who
is also a mining engineer, has had large colliery experience. His ability has been very
much tried in the Capledrae subject, however; and during the tedious three years that
the search for coal has been carried on with so much uncertainty, several meeting of
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the shareholders and Board of directors have taken place. From the reports of these
meetings it is apparent that "fate” has been against the Company from their very
commencement, and the shares have dwindled beautifully down to a merely nominal
sum. To quote from Mr G. Robertson, W.S., at a meeting of the directors in October
last, he stated, "that their debts amounted to £47,504, and their assets to £52,000.
Deducting their liabilities from that there remained £4500 to meet a subscribed capital
of £100,000. In fact, he said the Company was almost bankrupt.” We only mention
this to show that the shareholders, if they should spend all, are determined to prove
the minerals - Some of the other directors have been quite outspoken; and one could
almost have imagined that the concern, under such adverse circumstances as we have
spoken of, would, ere this, have been "played out.” Mr Aitken, notwithstanding, the
obstacles raised by the other directors, combined with the more serious obstacles daily
cropping up at the mines, has always, and even yet, holds out a ray of hope that
success will attend their efforts, and that they will yet be able to pay a dividend. He is
certainly a gentleman in every sense of the word - enterprising and persevering -
possessed of a "not-to-be-beat™ spirit. From the Journal of the 10th inst. we notice
that the Company were advertising for 30 additional hands, which is an indication that
things are looking up. We hear this week that the men working in the mine are now
getting into more regular formed strata, and that they are in the stone which is
supposed to immediately overly the coal. It is to be hoped, now that so much money
has been laid out, that a good remunerative seam will be found, and that the directors
of the Company will even yet, at this late hour, have the pleasure of declaring a
dividend to the shareholders. At present a good many of the houses are empty, and as
they are situated in a rural (although a lovely) district, things have altogether a dull
and deserted appearance. If the coal is found, however, there is no doubt but a large
number of the men who left the colliery about two years ago will again return, and
will unveil the "hidden treasure,” with a profit, we trust, to all concerned. In
concluding the present article, perhaps the following explanation as to what cannel or
parrot coal is composed of may be of interest to our readers: - Cannel coal, which is
applied to gas illumination, was first introduced into this country in 1792, and
practically applied in 1805 into the workshops of Messrs Boulton & Watt, at
Sohonear, Birmingham. [lluminating gas is chiefly composed of carburetted
hydrogen - the density being 0.6 of that of air. The best bituminous coal yields
something like 8000 cubic feet of gas per ton, while the quantity obtained from cannel
coal is from 10,000 to 12,000 cubic feet per ton. Gas is drawn from the coal by the
process of dry distillation.
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SATURDAY, AUGUST 24, 1878.
MINING AT CAPLEDRAE AND LOCHORE.

Gas Coal

The mines of Capledrae and Lochore have been known for a good period of years to
be productive of gas coal of a very fine quality, notwithstanding that the strata in the
district, in many instances, is somewhat irregular. In the year 1872 (the beginning of
the coal famine period) the works changed hands — a number of rather wealthy
gentlemen having formed themselves into what is known as the Lochore and
Capledrae Cannel Coal Company. A prospectus being issued at a very auspicious
time, £110,000 in share capital was raised. The Company at once negotiated with
Lady Scott, proprietrix of Lochore grounds, and Mr R.B. Symington, Dunfermline,
proprietor of some of the works, for the buying of Lochore estate. The leases of the
minerals, with the whole machinery, plant, and operations. The lands of Lochore
were bought at a cost of £50,000, and leases of nearly all the minerals in the district
were affected — the stipulated agreement for the whole transaction, including all
charges for the formation of the Company being £100,000. Numerous mines were at
once sunk in what was considered to be the most advantageous places, the cost of
which, together with the workmen’s houses, was about £37,000. A railway branch
was also conducted into the collieries from Kelty station at a cost of £21,549 17s 8d,
the N.B. Railway Company having defrayed the most of the expenses for such.
Operations had not proceeded far, however, in the Lochore mines, when numerous
obstructions were met with, the coal being thin and much distorted. An unusual
quantity of water had also to be contended with, which could only be brought to the
surface by heavy pumping machinery. This latter fact need not be wondered at, seeing
that the mines are all situated near the base of Benarty Hill, consequently they could
only form tanks as it were, for the many springs with which the hill is surrounded.
About 18 months ago, the lower section of what is known as the Lochore Mines
became entirely flooded with water, and work there from that time to the present has
been abandoned, the water having now reached the mouth of the shafts. The fittings of
the pits are nearly all standing yet, and are, of course, deteriorating in value every day,
the machinery being rusty, while the other fittings are crumbling down. Such a state
of matters cannot but present a disheartening appearance to those who are concerned
in the works, and people who are passing are apt to infer that the capital has been laid
out in a wrong quarter. When the Company was formed they obtained a lease of the
minerals of Capledrae, the buying of the whole of the plant at the old mine there being
included in the £100,000 already spoken of. To prove the mineral, it was thought
advisable that before sinking a shaft, boring should be resorted to, and accordingly an
English Company was engaged, who proved the strata with a vertical diamond drill
bore worked with steam. The coal was reached at a depth of 100 fathoms, was found
to be of good workable thickness, and considered a pretty fair quality. One very
formidable barrier in the way of sinking a shaft was the fact that from the bore it was
found that 30 fathoms of whin rock had to be sunk through. To pierce a perpendicular
shaft in such a hard substance seemed to be considered impracticable at that time,
although we believe it would not be such a difficulty now, seeing that dynamite as a
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blasting material has become so popular. The manager of the Company rather
thought it advisable to start an incline in 1874 from the surface, running with the vein
of coal at an angle of 45 degrees, or to use a hackneyed mining phrase — halfedge. Of
course this incline was intended from the first to be run until the basin of the coal was
reached, at which point it was expected that the “coveted treasure” would rise on
every side, thus making coals easy to get.

In running this incline the vein of the coal has been often lost, the workmen being
intercepted with boulders of whin which throw them entirely out of the coal position.
Seeing that Benarty and the Lomonds are situated in close proximity to the mines, the
strata may have been disturbed a good deal by volcanic eruptions. On the theory that
the above hills were raised since the period of the coal formation, the regular lying
seams would be violently torn asunder, and mixed with a combination of various
metals or “trap-dykes”. In fact, the surface itself in the district indicates clearly that
there has been a “whin battle” at some period or another, as large boulders crop out
amongst the soil in every field. The coalfields of Scotland are all more or less
traversed by these faults or dykes, which in most cases gives evidence of foreign
matter having been imported into the coal measures, and forming separations by
volcanic agency consisting of greenstone porphyry. In almost every instance, dykes
destroy the coal in point of contact, and masses of trap intercept the minerals, which
are burnt and wasted, the coal at a considerable distance being inferior in quality.
They, as a rule, run parallel to each other, and are frequently of great extent, the strata
being tilted up so much that the coal may be found at the surface on one side of the
“fault”, while on the other it may be 100 yards in depth — thus the continuity of the
seam at Capledrae is very much broken, and has made the getting of a regular lying
seam of coal a work of great difficulty. In fact, it is questionable as yet whether the
desired “coal haven” may be reached, as the workmen after a period of over three
years are still digging into stone, exploring the unknown regions. A depth of fully
200 fathoms has now been pierced, which at an angle of 45 degrees means that the
men are working at a perpendicular depth of 400 yards. Just imagine for a moment
the dangers the men at the foot of this great hill must have while the hutches of
rubbish are being raised by the engine to the surface, as the rope may break or a large
fall of stone may hurl from the top to the bottom. Such is the position of the men who
are engaged in mines, and parties who have such dangers to contend with ought to be
remunerated handsomely. Still, this in the meantime, is not the case, and there is just
now little hope of a soon revival. The operations at this Capledrae incline have been
under the directorship of Mr H. Aitken, managing director for the Company, while the
more immediate superintendence has been conducted by Mr John Ferguson, manager
of works. Both men seem to understand their work thoroughly, and Mr Aitken, who
is also a mining engineer, has had large colliery experience. His ability has been very
much tried in the Capledrae subject, however; and during the tedious three years that
the search for coal has been carried on with so much uncertainty, several meetings of
the shareholders and Board of Directors have taken place. From the reports of these
meetings it is apparent that “fate” has been against the Company from their very
commencement, and the shares have dwindled beautifully down to a merely nominal
sum. To quote from Mr G. Robertson, W.S., at a meeting of the directors in October
last, he stated, “that their debts amounted to £47,504, and their assets to £52,000.
Deducting their liabilities from that there remained£4500 to meet a subscribed capital
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of £100,000. In fact, he said, the Company was almost bankrupt.” We only mention
this to show that the shareholders, if they could spend all, are determined to prove the
minerals — Some of the directors have been quite outspoken; and one could almost
have imagined that the concern, under such adverse circumstances as we have spoken
of, would, ere this, have been “played out”. Mr Aitken, notwithstanding the obstacles
raised by the other directors, combined with the more serious obstacles daily cropping
up at the mines, has always, and even yet, holds out a ray of hope that success will
attend their efforts, and that they will yet be able to pay a dividend. He is certainly a
gentleman in every sense of the word — enterprising, persevering — possessed of a
“not-to-be-beat” spirit. From the “Journal” of the 10™ inst. We notice that the
Company were advertising for 30 additional hands, which is an indication that things
are looking up. We hear this week that the men working in the mine are now getting
into more regular formed strata, and that they are in the stone which is supposed to
immediately overlay the coal. It is to be hoped, now that so much money has been
laid out, that a good remunerative seam will be found, and that the directors of the
Company will even yet, at this late hour, have the pleasure of declaring a dividend to
the shareholders. At present a good many of the houses are empty, and as they are
situated in a rural (although lovely) district, things have altogether a dull and deserted
appearance. If the coal is found, however, there is no doubt but a large number of the
men who left the colliery about two years ago will again return, and will unveil the
“hidden treasure”, with a profit, we trust, to all concerned. In concluding the present
article, perhaps the following explanation as to what cannel or parrot coal is
composed of may be of interest to our readers: - Cannel coal, which is applied to gas
illumination, was first introduced into this country in 1792, and practically applied in
1805 into the workshops of Messrs Boulton & Watt, at Sohonear, Birmingham.
Illuminating gas is chiefly composed of carburetted hydrogen — the density being 0.6
of that of air. The best bituminous coal yields something like 8000 cubic feet of gas
per ton, while the quantity obtained from cannel coal is from 10,000 to 12,000 cubic
feet per ton. Gas is drawn from the coal by the process of dry distillation.
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THE DUNFERMLINE JOURNAL
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 1878

LOCHORE AND CAPLEDRAE CANNEL COAL COMPANY (LIMITED)

The report of the directors of this Company, to be submitted to the annual general
meeting of the shareholders in Edinburgh on 29th inst., has been issued. It states that
the balance at the debit of profit and loss account at the commencement of the
financial year was £2366 19s 9d. "The balance at its close was £2755 19s 11d.
During the year there has been received on account of capital £5000, of which £3809
18s 10d has been spent in sinking and opening the mines to the Diamond Drill Bore
Field, further referred to below. The cost of the Lochore line of railway was taken
over by the North British railway Company as at November 1878, but the discount on
the railway bills, up to the date on which they fell due, has been charged against the
financial year now ending. It amounts to £1250 14s 4d. No charge for this source
will fall on the Company in future. The operations during the year have been as
follows: - LOCHORE - Owing to the state of the Company's funds and of the parrot
coal market, operations have been restricted on the Lochore estate to working a little
parrot from above the level of the water, which was done with fair profit. OLD
MINE, CAPLEDRAE - The workings of this mine have lately improved, and a small
output is being got. To all appearance there is a considerable quantity of coal to come
still. The cross-cut mine, mentioned in last years report, found the coal of excellent
quality, but disturbed by hitches and small wants. The workings have been retarded
owing to ventilation being insufficient for the removal of the 'damp' from the
extended workings. For some considerable time a mine has been in progress which,
when completed, as it will be shortly, will communicate with the new mine and render
the ventilation all that can be desired. The coal may then be opened up with greater
freedom. It is pretty clear that there are a considerable number of acres of the parrot
coal in this portion of the field. NEW MINE, CAPLEDRAE - The object of this is
mainly to open out and work the Diamond Drill Field. The sinking of the mine has
been continued, until it has reached a depth of over 90 fathoms, measuring vertically.
From the bottom of the dook, mines have been driven. Within a few feet of where it
was expected the parrot should have been got, a bore was put down, and the coal
found in excellent thickness and quality. On the data furnished by the bore it was
thought that if the mine was continued for 20 or 30 feet the parrot would be reached in
such a way as to command an output. The position was so reached, and after passing
through a want the coal has been found, and is now being opened up. A back mine
has also been driven to the north, and the parrot coal found there also of good quality
and thickness. A considerable quantity of coal will now be got from these two points.
The accounts show that even the small quantity of coal worked has yielded profit
nearly equal to all charges, depreciation, and interests. This gives some idea of the
value of the undertaking should the cannel, which has now been got by the new mine
in the Diamond Drill Field, turn out to be only moderately troubled. There is a very
large field there to work upon. The Company's available capital for new works is
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almost exhausted. If the Diamond Drill Field, upon the operations in which the
success of the Company so largely depends, is to be fairly tried, it will be necessary to
make provision for some further expenditure on capital account, and to carry on an
extended business. The directors, therefore, consider it necessary that a small amount
of additional capital be raised to complete the opening up of the Diamond Bore Field,
and they recommend that a preference stock should be created and issued to the
shareholders at such a rate of interest, and on such conditions, as may lead to its
acceptance. A resolution will be submitted to the general meeting accordingly. The
directors suggest that the amount to be raised be £5000, in shares of £5 each, having
right from the profits of each year to a preferential dividend at the rate of 10 per cent.
per annum, and sharing with the other stock of the Company any higher profits that
may be earned; or that this sum be raised by debenture stock, entitling the holder to an
annual payment of £10 for each £100 advanced to the Company. In calling the
meeting, the directors have done so in terms admitting of the shareholders attaching to
the new shares or debenture stock any conditions and rights they deem expedient,
Instructions have been given to the manager of Lochore to allow inspection of the
mines and plans by shareholders interested in the undertaking. Notice should be
given of any intended visit, so as not to put the manager to undue trouble. On
application to the chairman (Mr Aitken), an order for inspection will be given. The
director to retire at this time is Mr Mason. He is eligible for re-election. The auditors,
Messrs McAndrew & Blair, C.A., are also eligible for re-election.
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THE DUNFERMLINE JOURNAL
SATURDAY, MARCH 30, 1878

THE DUNFERMLINE STAGE COACH

The Dunfermline coach, bowling along with its four horses in a swinging trot, has for
half a century been one of the most familiar and pleasant sights of Princess Street and
the Queensferry Road. There are, perhaps, few old residents in Edinburgh who
cannot recall with pleasure a summer morning's drive on its box seat, over the Dean
Bridge, along the smooth wide road overlooking the Forth and the Fifeshire hills, past
Craigleith and Ravelston, past Craigcrook and Davidson's Mains, down the long
walled-in stretches that lead to Cramond Brig, up the shady hill at the Dalmeny
entrance gate, then along more straight stretches of undulating road, until, after an
exciting down the Hawes brae, the steaming horses pulled up at the door of the Inn
where the Antiquary dinned with Lovell more than a hundred years ago. Many, too,
can remember the same journey under circumstances not so delightful - with sleet
driving in their teeth, their ears tingling, their nose of a hue between purple and
Prussian blue, their hands nerveless and aching, and with a sensation of their nether
extremities as if they had been carefully packed in ice. The pleasures of a "Tantivt
trot” were sometimes not without their alloy, but they were genuine pleasures after all.
What could be more exhilarating than the ring of the horses hoofs on the crisp road,
the jingle of the harness, the crack of the coachman's whip, and the feeling of passing
through the soft air at a pace fast enough to be exciting, and yet not so fast as to
become nerve-shaking and bewildering? Railway travelling, too, has its pleasures.
The man who does not know what it is to feel himself whirled along at fifty miles an
hour by an invisible, irresistible force, does not know one of the most thrilling human
sensations. But the rush of the train is the pace that Kills - the swing of the coach is
the pace that revives and refreshes. The latter cheers, the former inebriates, and leaves
the usual effects of inebriation in the shape of a headache, tremulousness lassitude.
Not even the most inveterate 'Laudator temporis acti' can doubt which is the most
convenient in the long run - but it depends entirely upon the length of the run. From
London to Edinburgh give us the Flying Scotchman before the "Tally-Ho's" and
"Highflyers" of the mail coach days - from Edinburgh to Dunfermline there are few
people who would not prefer, in the summer months at least, the rattling four-wheeler
with its high-stepping team. It is not possible that the coach which last Saturday "Paid
its last pike" may in future years be temporarily resuscitated during the summer and
autumn, as have the London and Brighton and London and St Albans stage coaches!
Not even the road through the Surrey Hills and over the Sussex Downs is more
charming for a summer day's drive than the old Great North thoroughfare. To have
experienced the exhilaration of a stage-coach ride is an essential element of culture.
Without having done so one cannot appreciate the coaching episodes in "Humphrey
Clinker," or "Pickwick," or "Nicholas Nickelby", or "Tom Brown's School-days," not
to mention other famous works of lighter literature. It will be an evil day when the
world is driven so fast that people cannot spare time, if it be only once or twice in
their lives, to learn the delights of a four or five hour spin on a summer forenoon with
four spanking bays in the traces.
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THE DUNFERMLINE JOURNAL
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 1878

EXTENSIVE MINING AT COWDENBEATH

THE DEEPEST SHAFT IN THE COUNTY OF FIFE

The Cowdenbeath Coal Company have for some time prosecuted a sinking operation
At their No 1 Pit, with a view of finding what is known in the coal world as the
Dunfermline Splint or the lowest possible seams. This seam has just been reached at
a depth of nearly 140 fathoms, and as far as we can learn, this is the deepest shaft at
present working in the County. In sinking, the men have passed through no fewer
than twelve seams of coal, six of those at least being of a good workable thickness,
and of a quality which will be sure to find a ready sale in the market. It being the
basin of the coalfield, the strata is very regular, and is not displaced in any way by
faults or dykes. The shaft is 17 ft by 10 ft, and will be worked on the double cup
system - two hutches being raised to the surface every winding. In the meantime the
material is brought to the bank by a temporary engine, but the output is expected to be
so great when the field is developed that it will give place to a handsome coupled
engine, which will be capable of raising to the surface no less than 500 tons per day of
eight hours. The cylinders and couplings in connection with the drum will be on the
most approved principles, and it is affirmed that nothing will be wanting which will
impart winding speed to the concern, so as to unearth a great quantity of coal. The
water is forced to the surface by perhaps one of the most powerful Cornish direct
working engines in Scotland - it has an 80 inch cylinder, weighing 22 tons. The
pumping gear is attached to a ponderous beam, which from its great weight could only
have been placed into position with difficultly. The large machine was fitted up by
Messrs Barclay & Son, engineers, Kilmarnock, these gentlemen being well known in
the district for supplying the various engineering fittings connected with a colliery.
The pumps are 24 inches in diameter, and the water is raised by a lifting set to a
landing box or store 15 fathoms up the shaft; from thence it is forced to the surface by
three rams or plungers which work in conjunction with each other at distances of 50,
40, and 30 fathoms. The engine has an eight feet stroke, and raises about seven tons
of water per minute. It was necessary that a powerful pumping machine, such as this,
should be erected at the pit, as it is sunk to a lower level than any of the mines in the
colliery, consequently a "sump" forms a receptacle for the greatest share of the water
in the district, which of course, always finds its lowest level, notwithstanding that it
may be separated from this point by many yards of stone. A heavy steam-crane which
is used for lowering and raising the pumping material is fitted with a rope 2% inches
in diameter, guaranteed to suspend 100 tons. The steam is supplied for the many
engines by six egg-end boilers, and these are filled with water by a strong "donkey
pump". A wood partition which is generally termed a mid wall, divides the shaft from
top to bottom, into "upcast” and "downcast”. The current of air is considerably
increased in the mine by a rarefying fan, known as the Siamese Twin ventilation
engine. This fan is placed on top of the upcast shaft and will draw the air through the
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workings, (although very extensive) with great velocity. It might perhaps be
necessary for us to explain why fans and furnaces are of paramount importance in
connection with the ventilation of mines. The pressure of the atmosphere on the
surface; according to the Torricellian principle, is 15 Ibs. to the square inch. If we dig
two holes, separated a few yards from each other, and make direct communication
between them at the bottom, there would be 15 Ibs. of pressure at the top of both
holes. As a consequence no air would descend, and it would only bring in the balance
like a pair of scales with a pound weight at each end. By creating a fan or furnace in
the upcast shaft, however, the rapidity of the air current is greatly increased. The
wasted air is thus drawn to the surface, and as nature abhors a vacuum, the space left
by the withdrawal of this impure air is readily filled up by the downcast shaft. The
operations have been under the general supervision of Mr H. Mungall, managing
partner, while Mr W. Moodie, manager of works, is immediate superintendent. Both
gentlemen have had extensive experience in mining, and are, it is evident, capable of
conducting coal works to a very successful issue. The modus operandi they, along
with the workmen, have pursued while sinking has been all that could be desired,
seeing that 280 yards of stone have been pierced without a single accident taking
place. This is very gratifying, but still it is singular, as the dangers connected with
"sinking" are nearly tenfold more than those usually encountered in ordinary mining
operations; indeed coal is seldom reached without some fatal occurrences.

Since Mr Mungall became connected with the Cowdenbeath Coal Company, nine
years ago the works have been greatly improved, and a large number of very
substantial workmen's houses have been erected not only by the employer, but by the
more industrious of the men who took advantage of the good wage period. The houses
are high in the ceiling, airy, and well lighted, and will compare favourably with the
houses of any mining village in Scotland. They certainly present a contrast beside the
dilapidated "buts and bens" which were built for miners only quarter of a century ago,
when it seems to have been the rule to construct the doorways only high enough to
permit persons to enter bareheaded. A good idea of the growth of the village may be
gained from the statement made by an old residenter last week. He said - "Things
have made a rapid change here. Cowdenbeath has of late grown quite a 'toon, and for
size part has as muckle richt to be ca'ed a burgh as Lochgelly”. If trade would only
improve, the development of this new coal field would give an impetus to the trade of
the district. In the months of July and August a slight briskness was sensibly felt
throughout the county. During the last two weeks, however, things have assumed a
more serious form - the working days have been less; and it would almost seem as if
the miners had not yet reached their worst. The suspension of labour at Fordell pits
has cast quite a gloom over the district, and already a large number of men have been
seeking work elsewhere.

“A Wee Keek Back”



50

THE DUNFERMLINE JOURNAL
SATURDAY, APRIL 6, 1878

NOTES ON FIFE

A correspondent of the Daily Review writes: - Aberdour is wearying for the summer
season, which brings so much Edinburgh grist to the mill. This summer resort is
becoming more popular every year, and this is not surprising. Its situation is
magnificent; its sylvan attractions are unequalled; and its proximity to the Scotch
metropolis renders it an advantageous residence to people who are unable to leave
business for any length of time. In Aberdour, as in Burntisland, Kinghorn, and other
coast towns further east, preparations will soon be made for the visitors; for though
this wintery weather might be supposed to drive all thought of summer holidays out of
peoples heads, it is a fact that the letting has already commenced, and that many
houses have been engaged. It is some comfort to know, in these times of dull trade
and empty pockets, that the rents are not to be higher than they were last year. | often
wonder that some of your nebobs in Edinburgh do not give Limekilns and Torryburn
and Culross a trial, They are not so easily got at as Burntisland, but they offer
advantages for those wishing to spend a quiet month which few watering places
posses. The district is beautifully wooded, and at Torryburn there is a fine large open
green skirting the shore, but I must confess - and this is the only fault - the beach is
not pretty when the tide is back. Limekilns is capitally protected, and at little expense
one of the finest promenades to be found in any village on the Fife coast might be
formed. In this undertaking Dunfermline people, who seem to be burdened with
superfluous cash, might bear a share. And why should they not have a wooden pier
running east from Capernaum, and attract crowds of working people every Saturday
afternoon by instrumental performances and means of recreation? Then a modern
name might be given to Limekilns. Certainly Dunfermline should have its "little
Brighton,” and | think Limekilns is in many respects more adaptable than
Queensferry, even though the latter has all the advantages of direct railway
communication.

Though the latter has all the advantages of direct railway communication.

The Stirling Burgh is a safe seat. Dunfermline and adjoining burghs have a big share
in this representation, and in them, Mr Campbell-Bannerman is as popular, and more
so, if that were possible, than he is even in the returning burgh. He is a most faithful
member, and liberal in more respects than in his politics. His relations with his
constituents are of the most friendly character, and his personal acts of kindness, as
much as his manly, straight-forward, and intelligent political career, have year by year
added to his reputation. There are a few Tories in Dunfermline - three genuine
specimens and a few young half-and-half’s - but they are helpless, and it so happens
that personally they are almost as great admirers of Mr Campbell-Bannerman as his
staunchest political supporters. | am safe, therefore, in assuring you there will be no
attempt to alter the representation here. The disestablishment question is one which
Mr Campbell-Bannerman has never hesitated to speak with the utmost frankness. He
is a Churchman, but he is anxious for a better field for the Church, and for even
handed justice to all sections of Presbyterians.
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The state of trade in our county is causing great concern. The surprise is that many of
our manufacturers in Kirkcaldy, Dunfermline, and other places have held out so well.
They must have been well prepared for the dullness, for many of them, in addition to
being bitten by "foreign" failures, have notoriously been working at a loss for a
considerable time. The present is a slow season in the linen trade, and the prevailing
lack of activity would not occasion such dread were there good substantial hopes for
an early revival. But in the meantime we have not these. Still some of our most
enterprising manufacturers are hopeful, if our political relations were more
satisfactory, that indirectly the American connection would become more healthy,
orders would flow in abundantly, and all would be busily and profitably employed, as
they were four or five years ago.

Rev. Wm. Horne, M.A., Dundee, who was appointed last week by the University
Court of St Andrew's examiner in mental philosophy for graduation in arts, is a Fifer -
a native of Dunfermline. He is one of the most scholarly of the young theologians in
Scotland, and it is solely owing to his personal modesty he is so little known. | have
heard it said he is over-educated - educated to death - but this is the sheerest nonsense.
He is far forward in the race of theological thought, certainly, though he does not err
so much in this respect as many of his contemporaries do in lagging behind. Mr
Horne is a student of St Andrew's, and while pursuing his course in that educational
centre, he held some of the most coveted bursaries, one of which - of £100 value per
annum, for three years - was open to students of all Scottish universities. He also
spent some time in Germany, and attended the old University of Heidelberg. Less
than two years ago, and before he accepted the pastorate of the Congregational
Church of which he is at present minister, Mr Horne published a large volume,
entitled "Reason and Revelation,” to which the critics devoted much and careful
attention. What we describe in Fife as the "depth” of the work may possibly stand in
the way of its general popularity, but all who have read it, and are able to appreciate
its meaning, admit the masterly style in which the subject is treated.

If 1 did not feel that | have already far exceeded the limit of space you allowed me, |
should like to furnish your readers with an account of a remarkable exodus of railway
shareholders from the "auld grey toun™ on Friday morning. But perhaps this may
stand for another week. | have also much that is interesting to Fife people to tell
about the approaching great bazaar. Never before, | am sure, were such elaborate
arrangements made for a fancy fair in the provinces. But to another subject. If | were
giving to betting, which I am not, | would not risk a sixpence on the possibility of all
the Nonconformists in the town assembling in the High Street, on the morning of
Tuesday next, and making humble obeisance before the "visible blue”. For by that
time something terrible will have happened. The Town Council, which has for years,
has been true as steel in its nonconformist attitude, so far as relations with Churchism
are concerned, is to be asked to repent of its evil ways, and vote for the election of a
commissioner to the General Assembly. The gentleman who has given notice on the
motion on the subject is Councillor Nicol - a man not easily dissuaded from his
purpose. | hope I am misinformed, but a little bird has whispered that the Peoples
Hatter is to be left all forlorn in the Council Chambers when he brings forward his
proposal. But even if he is to be deserted by the other Churchmen in the Corporation,
I hope he will not allow his new-born ecclesiastical zeal to be dampened. For Mr
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Nicol is in this case in the fortunate position of being able to crack his finger and his
thumb in the nose of the Provost and all the bench of baliedom, as, it is understood, a
mere nomination, even though no seconder is found, is sufficient in the eyes of the
General Assembly to entitle the Council to a seat at a respectful distance from the
Lord High Commissioners and his pages.
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The following is a list of the more important accidents in mines from the year 1850: -

Year

1850
1851
1857
1858

1859
1860

1861

1862

Name of Place

Airdrie, Lanarkshire

Nitshill, near Paisley

Lundhill, near Barnsley
Bardsley

Duffryn, near Newport
Tyldesley, near Manchester .
Chain Collier, near Neath
Burradon, near Killingworth
Risca, near Newport
Hetton Mine, Northumberland
Claycross Mines, Derbyshire
Lalle Coal Mines, France ..

Gethin Mine, Merthyr-Tydvill, S. Wales

Walker, near Newcastle ...
Hartley .
Edmund's Main, near Barnsley
Coxbridge, near Newcastle ..
Margam, South Wales

Moestig, South Wales

Claycross Mines, Derbyshire

New Redwelty Pit, near Trededgar
Gethin Mine, Merthyr-Tyadvill

Highbrook Colliery, near Wigan, Lancashlre

Duckinfield, near Ashton ..

Pelton Fell Colliery, near Durham
Oaks Colliery Hoylemill, near Barnsley
Talke-of-the-Hill, Staffordshire
Garswood Colliery, near St Helen's

Shankhouse Colliery, Cramlington, Northumberland 200
Ferndale Colliery, Rhonnda Valley, near Cardiff

Jemmappes, Belgium

Green Pit, near Ruabon ...
Arley Mine, Hindley Green, Wigan
Norley Mine, Wigan
Haydock Collieries, St Helen's
Brierly Pit, Sloubridge ...
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No. of
Lives Lost

19

.. 61

189
52
20
52
26
76

145
22
21
85

.47

15
202
60
13
38
14
6
24
30
30

87
24

. 383
80
14

47
11
62

7
26
17

178



High Brooks, Wigan

Ferndale, Glamorganshire ...
Haydock Pit, St Helen's ... .
Moss Coal Company's Pits, Hlndley
Silverdale, Staffordshire

Llansamlet, Swanston

Brynn Hall, Wigan
Renishaw Park, Eeckllngton Sheffleld
Pentre, Rhoundda Valley ..

Victoria, Ebbw Vale, Mon ...

Moss Pits, Wigan

Gisons, Belgium

Gedly, Aberdare

Seaham

Lynvi Valley, Brldgend -
Black Lake, South Staffordshlre
Moreley Main, Dewsbury ...

Raivis Mine, Pendleborough
Moncean, Dept, Soanne-et-Loire
Pelsall Hall, Walsall ...

Talk, North Staffordshire ..

Drummond Colliery, North Staﬁordshlre
Shamokin, Pennsylvania ... .
Meshos, Wigan

Astley, Duckenfield

Saw Mills, Wigan

Raw Marsh, Rotherham

Bignall Hall, Dudley

Aldwark Main, Rotherham ...
Ruffeoy, Dudley

Bunkker's Hill, North Staffordshlre
Donnington Wood, Shropshire

Haigh, Wigan (Alexandria Pit)
Ashton Vale, Bedminster ...

Powell, Duffryn, New Tredegar
Llancolly, Pentyrch :
Swaithmain, Barnsley

Methley Junction, Leeds

Mons, Belgium

Talk, North Staffordshlre

St Etienne, France

Berley, Sheffield

Home Farm, Lanarkshire

Pemberton, near Wigan .
Blantyre, near Hamilton, Lanarkshlre
Blantyre, Lanarkshire
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33
60
58
30
19
19
19
27
38
19
70
30

30
11

34

28
22
20
73
15

54
15
23
17

43
11

24
12
140
110

39

36
209

54
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KINGSEAT WATER SUPPLY

An adjourned meeting of the inhabitants was held in Campbell's Hall on Tuesday
evening, for the purpose of considering what further steps should be taken in
connection with the introducing of the Devon water into the village. Mr James
Cunningham occupied the chair.

In opening the proceeding, the Chairman said he regretted to observe the meeting was
not numerously attended, as it became every householder in the village to be
interested in the introduction of a better water supply. He was not himself affected by
it, more than any ordinary inhabitant; but would be willing to promote the movement.
In accordance with the resolution of the former meeting, the Committee had seen Mr
Carlow, and had obtained from him what practical explanation it was convenient for
him to give as to how they should proceed with the matter. The first difficulty which
presented itself was the fact that the Craigluscar storage ponds are under the level of
Kingseat. It was, however, certain that this difficulty could be obviated when once
the Glassiebarn cistern was completed, which would be at an elevation of 45 feet
above Craigluscar ponds, and would, therefore, be found to be from 20 to 25 feet
above the level of Kingseat. There would, therefore, be no physical obstruction to
overcome in bringing the water into the place. They would be under the necessity of
bringing this matter under the notice of the Town Council of Dunfermline, and of
appealing to them to consider the case, and, if possible, take immediate steps to
supply them from the Townhill pipe on the completion of the water-course from
Glensherup. As there will be then no natural difficulty in the way, he thought it might
be wise on the part of the Council, if they could take action immediately, so as to
construct the water-track, and thus be in a position to form a connection with the pipe
now leading to Townhill, at the same time as the main pipe will be completed
between Glassiebarn and the reservoirs at Glensherup. They would perhaps feel
surprised when he told them that the length of the water-course would not be under
from 2000 to 2500 yards, with a probable cost of from £250 to £300. He spoke
advisedly on that point, in order to give them an idea of the extent and importance of
this projected undertaking. To give the Council satisfaction, and to show that they are
in earnest, they could now agree to a scale of water rating, similar to the one at
Townhill. Although it might be too quick to decide upon this, yet upon their own
honour and integrity, they would, no doubt, be prepared to implement it when the
proper time came. The elevated position of the village prevented them from having
two schemes upon which to decide. The only eligible one was that of the Devon
water supply. He hoped they would be all in earnest in furthering the object of the
meeting, and obtain, if possible, a supply of good and wholesome water, which would
conduce a good deal to the health and prosperity of the place (Applause)
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The following resolutions were unanimously adopted: -

(1) This meeting of the householders of the village of Kingseat having heard the
explanation of the committee on the proposed introduction of a better supply of water,
Is now satisfied, and resolved to ask the Town Council of Dunfermline if it will be
convenient for them to take immediate steps to introduce the Devon water into this
village, as we believe it to be the only available source from which we can now look
for a steady and satisfactory supply.

(2) That we instruct the Water Committee to communicate with Mr John Landale,
town clerk of the burgh, and to request him to bring the object of the first resolution
before the Council at their first meeting.

(3) In order to satisfy the Council in regard to the system of water rates, we express
ourselves willing to be guided by the system of rating as may be agreed on between
them and the householders of the village of Townhill.

(4) Before taking action in accordance with the nature of these resolutions the
Committee call on the householders individually, and endeavour to obtain their
signatures in approval of the proposed Devon scheme; and in the event of three-
fourths of the inhabitants appending their signature to the petition the Committee will
take immediate action in bringing the matter before the Dunfermline Council.

Mr W. Oswald characterised the last resolution as being a very appropriate one. It
was necessary that they should get the hearty approval of the entire inhabitants if
possible. He thought the proprietors of the village should be willing to give a
guarantee to the Dunfermline Council if it were required, as to the payment of the
rates.

Mr R. Hunter stated that there were 116 double houses, and 12 single ones in the
village. If every householder were to pay 3d per fortnight for a double house, and 2d
for a single one, that would give a sum of £49 10s yearly, surely a very good income
for an outlay of £250 or £300. Of course it must be understood that Kingseat would
only pay the same rate as Townhill. They did not bind themselves to any forced rate
in the meantime.

After having accorded a hearty vote of thanks to the Chairman the meeting separated
on the understanding that the Committee should in accordance with the fourth
resolution come to at the previous meeting, canvass the village for signatures on as
early a day as possible.

“A Wee Keek Back”



57

It is apparent that the inhabitants of the village of Kingseat are thoroughly in earnest
as to the introduction of a better supply of water. Tuesday's meeting was not so
largely attended as it might have been under the circumstances, but those who were
present adopted a number of preliminary resolutions with a most enthusiastic will.
The idea to make an individual canvas in order to obtain, if possible, the unanimous
sanction of the villagers was a good one, and cannot fail to relieve all responsibility
off the shoulders of the Committee. If the Devon water is the scheme to be adopted, it
is well that the matter should be gone into at once, so that a pipe might be laid into
Kingseat to admit of the water being turned on as soon as the Dunfermline
Waterworks are permanently finished. The question of rating should, as | have said
before, be easily settled, seeing a very fair precedent will be laid down by the village
of Townhill. The introduction of a plentiful supply of water would no doubt
materially add to the comfort of the people of Kingseat; and now that they have put
their hand to the plough by way of improvements, they ought not to look back. Water
being scarce, the sanitary condition of the place is not all that could be desired; but
there is no doubt the Devon will soon dispel this difficulty. Of course, to people who
have not been in the habit of paying anything for water, the rates will seem a little
burdensome for a time, but having plenty of the essential elements at the door-step, or
possibly inside the house, cannot but more than compensate for the little pecuniary
loss when compared with the present very "out of the way" arrangement. The village
of Kingseat may be said to be one of those places that would surprise a person who
had not visited that part of the country for a short period. A few years ago - some ten
or twelve - the only houses to be seen was the old farm known as "Kingseat," where at
present there are houses occupied by about 130 families, the population being over
300. The houses are comfortably built, and compare not unfavourably with the
dilapidated appearance of some mining villages. The colliery proprietor has a
splendid hold of first-class mineral in all his pits; the coal being of the best quality,
work is generally very steady. | cannot say whether the news of the impending
dissolution will have found their way into most of the homes at Kingseat yet, or not,
but I know that very few of those who attended the meeting at a late hour on Tuesday
knew anything about what had occurred. Lord Beaconsfield's "surprise™ was late of
"surprising” the villagers, so | would just suggest in those days of enlightenment,
when, in some towns, every working man must have his daily, that the inhabitants of
Kingseat should establish a reading-room and in connection therewith a small library.
With a membership of 50 a number of papers could be taken in every day; along with
a few monthly periodicals which would add materially to the creating of a taste for
good reading among young men. | write in all earnestness on this point. A single
room would meet all the requirements, and like the water question, the good results
that would follow in the wake of such a thing would more than compensate for the
small outlay.
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THE DUNFERMLINE JOURNAL
SATURDAY, MAY 8, 1880

HISTORICAL NOTES OF LIMEKILNS AND CHARLESTOWN

Near the western extremity of the south shore of Fife, about five miles above North
Queensferry, and almost in comparative seclusion except when seen from the river on
the opposite shore, are the villages and ports of Limekilns and Charlestown. There
are few places almost contiguous of each other where chief characteristics are so
different and yet to some extent where they are so inter-dependent. The first is an
example of thorough irregularity for the way in which its building, mostly of the
plainest description, have been set down. On the other hand Charlestown presents a
model of forethought and design, consisting chiefly of a double row of self-contained
cottages, with a small plot of garden ground in front of each, built in the form of an
oblong square, and having the privilege of a common at the southern extremity.
Again, Limekilns has been erected almost at the margin of the Forth, and on low,
uneven ground; but Charlestown stands on an elevated plateau about 40 feet above the
sea. The one dates back several centuries, and if not now in the state of decay is at
least not increasing; the other has long been the scene of activity on account of its
lime quarries and kilns, and also its coal traffic, the harbour being constructed in the
later part of the last century principally for the exportation of coal and lime. The
eastern village, which is Limekilns, has a history of its own. As the name betokens, it
was there or in its vicinity where the limestone from the neighbouring quarries was
first burned. In the time of the Stuarts, when Dunfermline was a Royal residence, the
harbour of Limekilns was used as a landing place and a port of embarkation. Near to
it shipments for the palace, consisting of fish, flesh, and the rich liqueurs of the
Continent were stored in a vault or "voutes,” as it is familiarly termed now. It is
situated in the centre of the village, and is still in a good state of preservation. The
superstructure upon this receptacle, which is more modern, has on the lintel of the
doorway, the date of 1581. It was many years ago transformed into a school room,
but is now only used as a hall for occasional amusements. Another old building to the
eastward has upon it the year 1613, and is known as the "Panhouse," from its having
been appropriated during some years for the distillation of salt. But even prior to its
being owned by the Royal household, it is said that the vault was used for a like
purpose by the ecclesiastics of the abbey and monastery of Dunfermline. In it they
too deposited the cargoes which arrived by the rich argosies from beyond the sea.
Whatever their professions of austerity, generally speaking, the monks were famous
for good living, and they also selected the best places for their edifices and dwellings.
Another relic worthy of notice here, and one of pre-Reformation times, is to be seen in
the romantically situated churchyard of Rosyth, which is also the burying place in
connection with both villages. It is about quarter of a mile east of Limekilns, in a
most sequestered spot, lying between the well-cultivated fields and the shore, but on
higher ground and surrounded by trees. In the centre of the ancient place of sepulture
may Yet be traced the outline of a foundation of what was once a place of worship, but
only a gable and part of a wall now remain. It is believed to have been erected about
the close of the 13th century. In some parts of the ground there are monumental
inscriptions on which, though much obliterated by decay, dates of the 16th century
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can be traced. This churchyard was frequently attacked, robbed of its occupants, and,
it is alleged, these were disposed of to the distinguished anatomist, Dr Knox, who
figured with such unenviable notoriety in the Burke and Hare tragedies, 53 years ago,
by the receipt of their victims. It is also a noteworthy circumstance that there are a
number of similar knolls or broad hillocks all used as cemeteries among the southern
shore of Fife, at short intervals from Dysart to Kincardine.

As we have said, both villages are situated at some distance from the highway, and on
that account the traveller, without any guidebook to direct him through the country,
but who, during some leisurely peregrinations, having discovered the whereabouts of
both places, recessed as they are at the margin of the estuary, might be apt to assume,
like the lively Hibernian in his journeyings through the West of Scotland, on reaching
the brow of the hill which overlooks Dalmellington, that he had found a toun.
Limekilns has the advantage of being sheltered from the north and east winds by the
high and well-wooded policies of Broomhall. On one side the ground slopes gently
backward to the fields on the east, and on the other hand it rises abruptly to an
elevation of over 100 feet, crowned with an inter-mixture of pine and elm and ash
trees. On those parts of the freestone rock where there is any depth of soil the
vegetation is luxuriant, and at all seasons the lofty bank presents a pleasing
appearance. A little to the westward is a well-known cliff called the Gellet Rock, the
remains of a limestone formation, upon the summit of which, on auspicious events
and occasions of rejoicing, bonfires are lighted. At an earlier period of the century
there was a large seafaring population resident in Limekilns, and from 80 to 90
vessels were owned here, and were chiefly commanded by their owners. For many
years coals were brought down by a horse-traction railway round the east side of the
village to the harbour, so that altogether there was a considerable export and import
trade. But the line has long since been discontinued, its course dug up, and the traffic
diverted to Charlestown. The harbour has a depth of water for vessels of 300 tons at
stream tides, but it is now almost deserted. During the last forty years the ownership
of vessels has dwindled down to some half-dozen, and except an occasional visit for
the purpose of repair at Brucehaven or for a cargo of coals at Charlestown, these
vessels trade entirely between other ports. A considerable business was also done in
shipbuilding, which afforded employment for a large number of the inhabitants, and
some half-dozen craft were turned out annually. But the use of iron in marine
architecture and the introduction of steam in the navigation of vessels has changed all
this. There is still one slip, however, where wooden vessels of moderate dimensions
are constructed, but not more than one-fourth of its former trade in this line remains.
In further evidence of its importance as a shipping port, it may be mentioned that in
1815, and for many years afterwards, there was here a Mutual Marine Insurance
Association, with a capital of £14,000, and its members were resident in the district.
In addition to the shipbuilding, there was also an extensive brewery and malt barn.
The first has long been discontinued, and only at the latter, are reduced operations
now continued. The number of inhabitants in Limekilns is about 900. Most of its
artisan and labouring population find employment elsewhere in several capacities.
There are still a number who follow the avocation of seamen - perhaps the majority go
to the various works at Charlestown, and a few to the neighbouring farms. There are
about sixty young women from both villages employed in the linen factories at
Dunfermline. Then, of late years, many families let part of their tenements furnished
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to summer visitors, who come down to the coast principally for sea bathing. This
accommodation has been further increased by the erection of houses by private
individuals, but these are only occupied during the season. Except when the wind is
from the south, the resort is a most agreeable one, being so close upon the estuary, and
there are fine views of West Lothian, with Hopetoun House and policies, and also
Blackness Castle - one of the four fortresses specified in the Act of Union which must
be kept in proper condition. Further westward is the long range of Stirling and
Dumbartonshire hills.

The value of a good elementary education has always been highly prized by the
people here, who subscribed for the erection and the furnishing of suitable buildings.
The Earl of Elgin having kindly granted the site. The efficiency of the school has
been further increased during recent years by the provision of the Act of 1872, and
conducted under the supervision of the Parish School Board of Dunfermline. The
only place of worship in the village, or within three miles of it, is the handsome
structure which was erected by the adherents of the Secession Church during 1825, in
place of another building where they had previously met, and here for more than half
a century the late Dr Johnstone ministered with much acceptance, being held in
something like patriarchal regard by all classes for his sagacity and exemplary
bearing. Various improvements of a sanitary nature have been effected on the village.
The great reproach of Limekilns up to a recent period was the wretched condition of
the main thoroughfare. By the energy of Lord Elgin, who is the feudal superior, that
has now been removed. The causeway has been macadamised, and in some parts
widened, and where it runs parallel with the beach below, a proper parapet has been
erected for safety. An additional supply of water was recently procured in Limekilns
in conjunction with Charlestown.

We turn now to describe more particularly the western village, which is of more
recent origin, having been erected by one of the Earls of Elgin, and named after the
then noble proprietor, Charlestown. It is about half a mile equi-distant from the
stately mansion of Broomhall and from Limekilns. The little village with its long and
widely separated rows of cottages, each with its garden, has a most unique and
picturesque aspect. Its appearance at once suggests to the stranger the design of a
little colony, which it really is, for a special purpose. To the westward, and running at
a right angle from the northern row, are several other buildings which are occupied by
a large store, Post Office, and the schoolhouse, while beyond these there is a spacious,
comfortable, and well-managed hotel, which is of great advantage, chiefly to
shipmasters and to their owners and relatives coming from a distance. Altogether the
number of inhabitants in Charlestown is about 700. Most of the male population find
employment at the harbour, the limestone quarry, the kilns, the railway, the foundry,
&c. The inner basin of the harbour was constructed by Charles, Lord Elgin, about the
same time he erected the village. Forty years ago an outer harbour was formed by
Thomas, Lord Elgin, and in 1877 a further extension was made in the addition of a
breakwater and pier by the North British Railway Company. The approach to it is
easy of access. These basins and the piers cover a space of over five acres, and there
is accommodation for sixty ordinary sized ships. At spring-tides sailing vessels of
500 tons and steamers of 800 tons, drawing 15 feet of water, or at neap-tides, when
there is 12 feet of water, can load with safety. Since the closing of the Forth
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Ironworks, the chief export is coal; the lime being mostly carried away by railway.
There are appliances on the quays for shipping coal at the berths, and on an average
1000 to 1200 tons are here shipped daily. During the last ten years the export of coal
at the port averaged 300,000 tons annually. The imports are chiefly pit wood, and
heavier timber, manure, slates, whiting, pig-iron and rock salt. About fifty men are
daily employed at the harbour in connection with the shipping. Half-a-mile distant
there are massive limestone quarries; at the harbour there are nine draw kilns. The
Charlestown lime has long been famous for its adhesive qualities, but in consequence
of the competition from other quarries, there are not so many of the kilns in operation
as during former years; at present the principal demand is land sale. The enterprise of
Lord Elgin was still further exemplified when in the early part of the century, the then
noble proprietor caused to be surveyed and constructed a line of railways from the
collieries on the north west of Dunfermline to Charlestown harbour, by way of
Culross for the purpose of bringing down the coals to the port. Since then various
changes on the rails and improvements in the mode of conveyance have been made on
the line. At first the rails were made of wood, and the wagons were drawn by horses.
Sometime afterwards his Lordship added a branch which terminated at the Netherton
of Dunfermline. A carriage for passengers was put on which ran in connection with
the Stirling, Alloa, and Leith steamers. This was long regarded by the people in the
west of Fife as the favourite route to Edinburgh. In 1860 the West of Fife Railway
Company acquired the line, and two years later it became the property of the North
British Railway Company, who took over the West of Fife mineral lines and
amalgamated these with their system. Originally it was 3% miles in length but at
Upper Dunfermline, in order to avoid overcrowding, the route was changed to the
south side of the town onto the trunk line between Thornton and Stirling, and
northwards where it meets the work of branches that pervade the great coal trade
there. Contiguous of the harbour of Charlestown, there is a patent salt work, and a
saw mill about, half a mile westwards there is an extensive (? works) in which from
60 to 70 people are employed. Up until last year the great grievance of the
Charlestown people was the scarcity of water; most of which was used for domestic
purposes having to be carried from Limekilns. Now, however, that complaint has
been completely obviated. For when the people of Dunfermline obtained an
additional supply of water from Glensherup, and when the pipes were within two
miles of the town, an extra pipe was carried southwards by Culross, Charlestown and
Limekilns, and now there is an abundant supply of pure water to be had at all times in
both villages. In this matter the young Earl of Elgin was unremitting in his meetings
with the authorities at Dunfermline till the supply was accomplished. The situations
of the villages far above the river, protected from the north and east winds, with its
south-western exposed and far reaching views of the land and water is believed and,
even in its retirement, affords advantageous features of interest which some places of
greater attraction do not possess.

Special Correspondent in Daily Review
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KELTY.
Inauguration of New Co-operative Premises.

- On Saturday evening the premises newly erected by the Kelty Co-operative Society
(Limited) were inaugurated by a social meeting held in Ireland's Hall. There was a
very large attendance and Mr J. Beveridge occupied the chair. In addressing the
meeting the Chairman congratulated the members of the Society on the present
flourishing condition of affairs. Everything augured well for the future prosperity of
the concern. He was sure that that large attendance did so. (Applause) The secretary
had handed to him a report which he would read. From this it appeared that while the
membership the first year numbered 71, there were now 169 names on the roll. The
finance of the society exhibited a very great improvement. The share capital at the
commencement of the society amounted to £242, while last year it had reached the
figure of £658. The other items were as follows: - Drawn for goods, First Year
£3501; This year £7105, or an increase of £3604; and a profit for the first year after
paying all working expenses. (Applause) A considerable savings had been effected in
the erection of the new premises. The estimate was for £205, but the whole building
expenses had not exceeded £189. That sum, however, did not include fittings nor the
purchase of site and cellar. (Applause) There could be no doubt that those statistics
showed that the Society was in an exceedingly good condition. It must be clear to all
that the progress had been steady. This, however, was most evident during the last
three years of the Society's existence, a result which might be attributable to better
management, and the working expenses being kept at as low a pitch as possible.
(Applause) The members had not been burdened with debts for the erection of the
new premises, the share capital been raised by 30s. Everyone would allow that the
committee of management deserves great credit for the manner in which he had
conceived and accomplished that matter. (Applause) The new premises were
necessary in order to allow the business of the Society to be conducted in the most
advantageous way. With the old premises it was found that from want of storage the
Society was incurring a loss by not being able to take advantage of the markets. The
members would have no reason to regret the erection of that building which were
exceedingly substantial and well provided premises. (Applause) Mr Sommerville
who next addressed the meeting, spoke of the necessity of union in such a society as
that, and said that if anyone had a grievance he should ventilate it in the proper quarter
at once. Mr Stewart, also from Dunfermline, pointed out the usefulness of co-
operation, its power, and the independence which it gave to the working classes. Mr
Weir, Secretary of the Fife and Clackmannan Miners' Association, gave a brief but
concise address on the noble work done by the co-operation: its comforts, value, and
benefits, concluding with a quiet hint that the members should prove themselves even
yet more thorough co-operators than they had ever been. The proceedings were
enlivened with songs and duets by the following ladies and gentlemen: - Misses
Birrel, Dunfermline; and Messrs Trayner, Cowdenbeath, and W. & J. Ireland, Kelty.
The meeting terminated with the usual vote of thanks.
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SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 1881.

DEATH OF MR ALEXANDER MACDONALD, M.P.

We regret to announce the death of Mr Alexander MacDonald, M.P., for Stafford,
which took place on Monday afternoon at his residence at Wellhall, Hamilton. Mr
MacDonald had been in failing health for some years, but the news of his death was
received with feelings of surprise and sorrow by many thousands of his countrymen
who have been for many years accustomed to look to him for guidance and direction,
and in whose service he was actively engaged down almost to the day of his death.
Towards the close of the Parliamentary session of 1880, Mr MacDonald was laid
aside by severe rheumatisms, complicated with a bronchial affection, while an attack
of British cholera followed. From this illness he never thoroughly recovered, but he
regained strength sufficient to enable him to take part in a series of conferences held
in the beginning of the following winter, with the view to the adoption of a sliding
scale for the prevention of disputes between the miners and their employers. Last
session of Parliament he was able to give pretty consistent attendance on the
protracted sittings of the House until the end of the month of July, when he came
north to Wellhall. 1t was not his intention to return to London, but when the passing
of the Irish Land Bill was threatened he considered it his duty to be at his post in the
House of Commons, and, contrary to the wish of his medical adviser, he left for the
south early in August. No sooner had he settled at Wellhall, on the prorogation of
Parliament, than he set on foot the agitation which has resulted in the advance of 6d
on the wages of the miners of Lanarkshire and Ayrshire. The movement was
inaugurated at a meeting in the Choral Hall at Hamilton, and though suffering from
his old bronchial complaint, he looked better than he had done when last seen on a
similar occasion at the end of last year, and he spoke with all his usual force and
persuasiveness. On still another occasion in connection with this agitation he
addressed a large gathering on miners. The intention was that the meeting should be
held in the Choral Hall. But the day was bright and bracing, and in the old quarry at
Hamilton Mr MacDonald made his last public appearance, speaking at considerable
length and with no apparent diminution of his former vigour. About a fortnight ago
he intended to preside at a meeting in Manchester, but being unable to attend he
forwarded his address. Contrary to the advice of his friends, he on Friday week went
to Leeds and transacted some business in connection with the Miners’ National
Union. When he returned home on Saturday night he was suffering from an attack of
jaundice. During the whole of last week he was, to all appearance, progressing
favourably, and on Friday last he was able to go outside and give some direction to his
gardener. When his medical attendant visited him on Sunday he was slightly worse,
and in the afternoon was confined to bed. On Monday morning, however, he was able
to attend to his correspondence and dictate a number of letters. When Dr. Thomson,
of Motherwell, was called in the forenoon, Mr MacDonald said he did not feel so
well, and on examination being made it was found that a change had taken place,
though there was still no cause for alarm. It was, however, agreed to have
consultation with other medical men on Wednesday. Shortly after these arrangements
had been made, the Hon. Gentleman’s only surviving brother, Mr Archibald
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MacDonald, Armadale, Bathgate, called to ascertain how the patient was progressing,
and was met by the greeting “Man, | have looked long for you”. A desire was then
expressed that he should remain. An unopened American letter was handed to Mr
Archibald MacDonald, who on opening it found it to contain intimation of the death
of their brother James at Borazil, Indiana, U.S., on the 15" October. Mr MacDonald
seemed to feel the blow severely, and after a moment’s pause said to his brother,
“Well, you have read it, and | will be the next to follow; no person can go before me.”
From this time the disease developed, and the patient grew rapidly worse, and at
twelve minutes past three o’clock he passed away.

According the entry in his fathers family Bible, Alexander MacDonald, who was the
eldest of a family of eleven, was born on the 21% June, 1821, in the farm house of
Dalmacoulter, parish of New Monkland. He was wont to tell that his great-
grandfather fought at Culloden, on the side of Prince Charlie, and effecting his escape
at the close of the battle settled down at Harveston, in Clackmannanshire. His father
was for eighteen years a sailor, but abandoning the sea he became a miner and entered
the pits into which his son was introduced at the early age of eight years. At the time
(according to a letter written by Mr MacDonald in 1876) there was no restriction on
the hours of labour, and an idea of the hardships then endured by the miners may be
gathered from the fact that young MacDonald laboured underground from twelve to
seventeen hours per day. Thus early brought face to face with the hard realities of
life, Mr MacDonald seems to have evinced a considerable degree of that
determination of character which he afterwards exhibited in his conduct in mining
affairs. As might be expected, his education on entering the mine was of the most
limited character; but desirous of rising above the level in which he was born, the
young miner attended evening schools or obtained such private teaching as was
possible with his very limited resources. By the time he had reached his tenth year he
had so far succeeded as to be able to read, and he devoured with avidity the
newspapers that came in his way. The addresses of Richard Oaster, who was then
advocating the cause of the factory children, and the speeches of Lord Ashley, now
Earl Shaftsbury, in favour of the children of females employed in mines, had a
particular fascination for him. The details with which he thus became familiar with
on the conditions of other children similarly situated, combined with his own
experience, made a strong impression on his mind, and even at this early period he
resolved to do all he could for the elevation of the class with which he was so closely
associated. From that time he steadily kept this object in view, and made what
preparation he could to fit himself for the work. In 1842 a great strike occurred
among the miners of Lanarkshire, and though a young man, Alexander MacDonald
took an active part in its prosecution. This strike continued in some districts for
nearly a year, and the low condition of the miners previous to that event may be
gathered from the fact that the wages ran from 16 9d to 2s 6d per day. The active part
he took in that struggle brought him prominently under the notice of the Mineowners,
and his own account of this time is that “at the close of the strike |1 was one of those
that was selected as a victim for the tyranny of the employers”. Notwithstanding this
tyranny he succeeded in obtaining employment, with his former determination more
fully rooted that ever. Working hard all day he spent a large portion of the night in
studying grammar, Latin, Greek, and mathematics, and otherwise preparing himself
for entering the University. He was able to accomplish his cherished desire in 1864,
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when he entered the Glasgow University. At the close of his first session he returned
to the mine and continued to labour there till the winter, when he again left the pit for
the class-room, and passed a second session in the University. His self-imposed
labours seem to have brought him prominently under the notice of some of the
employers, for in 1849 and 1850 we find him taking charge of mines, occupying his
spare moments agitating the grievances of the mining population, and endeavouring to
ameliorate their conditions. In 1851 Mr MacDonald abandoned the hard work of
mining for the more agreeable occupation of teaching, but when the miners were in
considerable trouble in 1854 he advocated their claims so heartily that they came and
urged him to advise them as to their course of action. He devoted a large share of
attention to the agitation that was then goin on in the country reference to the
proposed legislation with regard to mines, and used all the influence he possessed in
favour of the measures which ultimately became law in 1855. Shortly after this he
abandoned the teaching profession, and threw himself unreservedly into the
movement for the benefit of the miners. In 1857 he took a leading part in the mining
conference at Aston-under-Lyne, and during the next three years his labours in
connection with the increased protection to miners and the education of their children
culminated in the passing of the Act of 1860. Further protective measures, espeacially
that of adding an additional shaft to each mine, were strongly advocated by him, and
the result was the Act of 1862. In 1863 the miners of the country showed their
appreciation of the labours of Mr MacDonald had undergone on their behalf by
appointing him president of the Miner’s National Association, and since then he has
been unwearied in his exertions on behalf of the class who reposed such confidence in
him. In that capacity he closely watched the evidence given before the Select
Committee of 1865, and along with his colleagues, Normansell, Pickard, Burt
Crawford, Haliday, and others, he watched the progress of the Bills introduced in
1869, 1870 and 1871, and in getting the measure passed which ultimately became
law. The labour laws also engrossed a share of his attention, and he did much good in
his efforts to secure legislation which tended materially to benefit the labouring
classes. On several occasions he received handsome testimonials from the miners in
appreciation of the efforts he had put forth in their behalf, and in 1874 he was elected
one of the members of Parliament for the borough of Stafford, and had the honour of
being the first working man representative returned to the House of Commons.
Almost immediately after Mr MacDonald was appointed by the Government a
member of the Royal Commission to enquire into Trade Unions, and he used all the
influence he possessed in moulding the various bills that came before the House of
Commons with reference to mines. In this work he was greatly assisted by Mr Burt,
who in 1874 was elected to represent the borough of Morpeth. The conduct of Mr
MacDonald with reference to the miners strike in 1874, when wages ran up to so
unprecedented a figure, is well known, as also his subsequent guidance of the miners
when the prosperity began to turn. At that time he steadily advocated a sliding scale,
so as to avoid strikes, and largely through his influence the principal was adopted in
one of the districts in the North of England. Some two or three years ago he was
called on to arbitrate in a proposal to adopt the principal in one of the leading works in
the neighbourhood of Glasgow, and his decision — which was then agreed to by both
parties — has since worked very satisfactorily. In his appeals to the miners to take
action for their own improvement, he recommended emigration to America; and to
enable him to speak with some authority on the subject, he visited the United Sates
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three times, and made himself generally acquainted with the conditions of the miners
in Canada and the United States. He also turned his natural shrewdness to good
account by fortunate speculation in land. By this means he made a considerable
fortune, which enabled him to live in comfort. It was during the last of these visits
that he met with a severe accident, from the effects of which he never wholly
recovered. From this period may be dated the decline in his physical strength, and
though he several times rallied and appeared in much of the vigour of his early days,
yet any extraordinary effort was always followed by a reaction, which told powerfully
on his frame. Those who remember the lamentable explosion at Blantyre in 1877 will
recall the active interest which Mr MacDonald displayed then, and it was mainly
through his exertions that the inquiry into the catastrophe was made public. All
through his life he has been the friend of the miner. He suffered much at the hands of
those who did not agree with him. Those who opposed him strongly he as strongly
denounced, and such was his power over the miners he was almost always successful
in persuading them to adopt the policy he recommended. Mr MacDonald retained the
position of president of the Miner’s National Association till the end, and though in
his lifetime he had enemies, these will doubtless join with his friends in awarding
praise to him for all he did to raise the class to which he belonged.

While Mr MacDonald was acting as the leading adviser of the miners he resided at
Holytown, but during the same year in which he entered Parliament he purchased the
small estate of Wellhall, near Hamilton, to which he retired after the labours of the
Parliament session.

When Mr MacDonald first appeared on the scene and agitated in the direction of
improving the condition of the miners, they were in a sad state. In some districts of
Scotland they were little better than serfs; their houses were miserable hovels; their
surroundings were of the most degrading character, their own customs were
degrading, their daily and nightly work was hazardous and slavish, the men were
spiritless and thoroughly disorganised. A new era dawned for the miners with the
appearance of Alexander MacDonald. But he had a hard fight to persuade the
doubting men that he was their friend. Had he been a man of faint heart he would
have soon retreated before the apathy he met in the ranks of the men, and from the
obloguy showered upon him by employers and their agents, and periodically the
press. But all this abuse, whether in whole or in part merited, served Mr
MacDonald’s purpose. It broke down indifference which his rough-and-ready
eloguence, and what were considered his revolutionary doctrines, had been unable to
effect in any perceptible degree. It secured for him the ear of the miners, and soon
whereas he had formerly difficulty in getting a group a group of men to meet him in a
village public house, his appearance attracted crowded halls, and inspired monster
demonstrations, which in time led to the formation of powerful organisations, and to
the adoption of measures which completely changed the character of the mining
population, and secured stringent regulations for the conduct of work in the mines.
Mr MacDonald proved himself a powerful agitator, and subsequently a skilful
negotiator. He was not a polished orator, although a well-read man, and the credited
possessor of one of the finest private libraries in the country; neither was he gentle in
his dealings with his opponents — in fact, politeness was not his forte, and he was in
public discussion generally more plain than pleasant. For many years he was
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regarded as the thorn in the mine owners flesh. His exposures were galling, and when
they chanced to be deserved, as they often were, the wincing of the proprietors was
not an elevating spectacle. That he often overshot the mark is true, but that did not
concern him so long as his purpose was gained, and the interests of the men for whom
he acted were directly or indirectly promoted. The truth is that Mr MacDonald found
rough work to do, and he did it earnestly and valiantly. His first task was to secure
the confidence of the miners themselves, and this was not so easy as presumably he
had expected, and then, with a great strength at his back, to carry a great assault into
the employer’s camp at one time and into the Legislature at another. His forces, when
he got them into line, were a great power to him. They supplied the needed voice
with their periodical resolutions, and, at the same time they kept the coffers full; so
that the struggle needed not to suffer from lack of gold. But at the best these forces
were wayward, and Mr MacDonald, strong willed and harp tongued as he was, often
was driven to his wit’s end how to manage them. He led them to victory, and when
prosperity was attained in full measure the ranks visibly thinned; then new
importations came into the field where little fortunes were being made, who sowed
seeds of dissension, or new men arose who wished to share Mr MacDonald’s power.
The result was endless suspicion, great heartburnings, and repeated conflicts which
often weakened the organisation, and which generally brought down upon the
disturbers the hot scolding of the great leader, who in the end always proved the
strong man. Over and over again attempts were made to hurl him from his position as
leader, but just as often the assaults, whether overt or open, ignominiously failed, and
for many long years Mr MacDonald ruled supreme — the Miners’ King.

Long after he had become a power in Scotland, Mr MacDonald had not only to
combat distrust which was every now and again appearing among discontents in
mining districts, but he suffered from the fact that he was regarded by some of the
employers and by a large section of the commercial public as a *“suspected person”.
His very success created enemies, but Mr MacDonald was never much disturbed by
the attacks which were made upon his character and his policy. He was frequently
heavily hit, but his severest opponent never gave harder than he got in return. For a
period of his career he was not only distrusted, but something worse than despised and
hated. Perhaps much of this uncharitable feeling was due to the fear which his public
agitation created; certainly a great part of it could be directly traced to jealousy of his
triumphs. In illustrations we may recall an authentic incident. One day, Mr
MacDonald had been addressing a monster meeting of the Fife and Clackmannan
Miners at Kinross. On the return journey the train halted for half an hour at Rumbling
Bridge Station, where there was little traffic, and complete stillness prevailed. By-an-
bye two swellfish dressed gentlemen, who had been out shooting, appeared on the
platform at th side of which the train was drawn up, and in a loud tone of voice they
commenced discussing the miners’ affairs and the character of their champion. They
took great liberties with Mr MacDonald’s name, and talked libel literally by the yard,
in perfect innocence that the subject of their venom was hearing every word that was
being uttered. They represented Mr MacDonald as a man who played with the
miners, who duped them for his own purposes, who received tips from some of the
employers, and much more of this nonsense. The conversation continued until it
became positively dangerous, and was only abruptly stopped when a passenger in the
compartment adjoining that in which Mr MacDonald was seated wrote in large letters
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the words, placing them against the window — “MacDonald is in the next carriage.” A
more complete collapse was never seen or heard of. The talkative sportsmen looked
as if they could have desired that the earth would open up and swallow them. They
studied their boots, they looked east and then they looked west, and finally they bolted
out of the station. The man who enjoyed their discomfiture most was Mr MacDonald
himself, and on many occasions afterwards he referred to the circumstance with
perfect good nature.

The general impression regarding Mr MacDonald, and it was often expressed, was
that if he had done much for the miners, they in turn did much for him. There is no
doubt they did, and Mr MacDonald was never ashamed to own to it. But he worked
hard for them. In the early days of his agitation he travelled far and near, and spoke
incessantly, sometimes to village meetings, occasionally to groups at the pit heads,
sometimes in the open field, where vast crowds congregated to hear him, and at noon
and night in halls packed from floor to ceiling. Even after he was retuned as a
Member of Parliament, and desired some relief from the work of agitation, he was
frequently called to Scotland — oftentimes making midnight journeys to preside at the
fortnightly conferences, or to take the principal part in trade meetings and the big out-
door demonstrations. During the past ten years, Mr MacDonald desired to be relieved
of much of the work in which in former days, when he was more robust, he found a
real pleasure, but trade depression came and cries arose which ever and anon
demanded his attention, and called forth all his energies. Meanwhile he was often
depressed, not only by unpleasant events arising among the miners, but by the
condition of his own precarious health. Frequently he alluded to this, and generally
took the view of the dyspeptic that his constitution was failing him, and he applied
himself to his onerous duties with all the enthusiasm which distinguished his earlier
days.

It may be interesting here to reproduce the following statement which Mr MacDonald
published sometime ago in reply top a London newspaper, which described him as an
“amateur working class member”, and represented Messrs Burt and Broadhurst as
bona-fide working class members. Mr MacDonald wrote: - “1. | am the son of a
miner. 2. | was taken into the mine in my eighth year. There was no law to prevent
the miners child (male or female) then to be taken into the mine in their first year. 3.
| worked longer as a miner than either Mr Burt or Mr Broadhurst in their respective
occupations. 4. | have suffered from the effects of fire-damp explosion. They are to
be seen on my body now. 5. Because of my practical knowledge as a miner, | was
engaged to act as secretary for them in Scotland, as Mr Burt has been in
Northumberland, to look after their interests. From 1850 till now no measure has
been taken before the House of Commons in the interest of the miners that | have not
taken part in by their express desire. 7. In 1863 | was elected President of the
Miners’ National Association. | have been President in its various phases for the long
period of nearly seventeen years, because | was a working miner. 8. | have been, and
was, the President of the Trades’ Union Parliamentary Committee when elected to act
as one of the M.P.’s for Stafford in 1874. 9. By the working men of Stafford | was
elected their representative, because | was a working man in the same sense as my
friend Mr Burt is. 10. By the miners of the United Kingdom, my election expenses
were paid in 1874. 11. By the Miners’ National Union my election costs were again
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paid in 1880 because | have been and am the President of that Trade Union — with the
largest number of members of any Trade Union in Britain. There is much more |
could say which is fully known to every trade unionist in the United Kingdom — aye,
and much beyond that limit. Mr MacDonald asks: - “Am | an amateur because |
happened to be born some 20 years before my other friends, or why?”

Mr MacDonald left instructions that his funeral should be private, and that he should

be interred in New Monkland churchyard, where his mother is buried. The funeral
will take place on Monday.
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FUNERAL OF MR ALEXANDER MACDONALD, M.P.

The funeral of Mr Alexander MacDonald M.P., took place on Monday. The miners of
the district would willingly have accorded their lamented friend and adviser a public
funeral, but his relatives in full sympathy with his latest instructions, resolved that it
should be private. The miners of Hamilton and surroundings districts, although
prevented from taking immediate part in the obsequious observed the day as a holiday
in token of respect, and the great national trades organisation of the working classes of
England, including Mr MacDonald's late constituents of the borough of Stafford, sent
their leaders to represent them on the occasion. The Fife and Clackmannan miners
were also idle. For the season the weather was mild and spring like, with strong
sunshine. The funeral party began to arrive shortly after ten o'clock, and assembled in
the dinning and drawing rooms of the fine old mansion house of Wellhall, in the
immediate vicinity of Hamilton, where towards eleven o'clock a religious service was
conducted by the Rev. William Watt, Norrieston, Perthshire, uncle of deceased. At
this time the company assembled included Mr Watson of Garnock, Mr MacDonald's
near neighbour, and chairman of the Lanarkshire Coalmaster's Association; Bailie
Archibald, representing, in the unavoidable absence of Provost Cassels, the Town
Council of Hamilton; the chief mourners (in addition to the Rev. Mr Watt), Mr
Archibald MacDonald, brother, and Mr George and Mr John MacDonald, nephews;
Dr Thomson, Motherwell; Mr Lucas, writer, Glasgow; Mr Henry MclLauchlan,
accountant, Coatbridge; Mr Alex Simpson, C.E., Glasgow; Mr Thomas Halliday,
Bolton; Mr John E. Livesey, Wigan; from Mr MacDonald's late constituents of
Stafford - Messrs John Geddes, secretary of his Parliamentary Committee; Horsfall,
representing the Stafford branch of the National Union of Riveters and Finishers and
the Labour League, and Councillor Smith, also a representative of the Labour League.
The following representatives of the various miners' associations were also present;
Miners' National Union - B. Pickard, vice president; J. Bryson, J. Wilson, E. Cowey,
J. Foreman, J. Toyne, J. Nixon, treasurer; and W. Crawford, secretary.
Northumberland Miners' - T. Burt, M.P.; R. Young, Durham. Miners' Federation
Board, including mechanics, cokemen, and enginemen - N. Wilkinson, W.H.
Paterson, W. Johnstone, T. Hindmarsh, T. Hart, L. Trotter. Durham Miners'
Association - S. Hill. Cleveland Miners' Association - T. Dunn, R. Rolland. -
Yorkshire Miners' Association - J. Firth, W. Parrot. Lancashire Miners' Association -
J. Beech, T. Ashton, W. McKay, T. Aspinwall. Cumberland Miners' Association - A.
Sharp. Fife and Clackmannan Miners' Association - John Weir. Trades Union
Congress Parliamentary Committee - H. Broadhurst, M.P.; John Inglis and William
Paterson, Glasgow. Amongst the company were also - John Smith and John
Johnstone, Wishaw; and R. Steel, Motherwell. The coffin, of massive oak, enclosing
one of lead, was laid out in the hall, the lid being covered with wreaths of flowers
from the National Miners' Union and other bodies and private friends. A brass plate
bore the following inscription: - "Alexander MacDonald, M.P., died 31st October,
1881, aged 60 years". The Rev. Mr Watt having read Psalm cxxiii. and offered up an
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impressive prayer, the funeral cortege was formed, comprising hearse, drawn by four
horses with postillion, and twenty-four mourning coaches, each drawn by two horses.
In accordance with the recommendation of the meeting of the delegates held last
week, the miners of Hamilton and district remained idle out of respect to deceased's
memory, and, with the general public, lined the route, followed by the procession -
Wellhall Road, Peacock Cross, Almada and Cadzow Streets, and Edinburgh Road on
to Motherwell. The procession was nearly a quarter of a mile long, and, though
public could not have evoked more deep or widespread interest. Many shopkeepers
closed their shops, and as a general rule the blinds of private houses were drawn,
while by order of Provost Cassels and the Magistrates a funeral peal was rung out
from the Town Hall steeple. After the procession had proceeded a goodly distance on
its way to Motherwell the thoroughfares still remained busy for some considerable
time. The remainder of the route was via Holytown to the ancient churchyard of New
Monkland, where all that was mortal of Alexander MacDonald was laid where there
reposes the dust of his mother, "whom he loved”. The entire funeral arrangements
were carried out by Mr G. McTaggart, undertaker and carriage hirer, Peacock Cross,
Hamilton.

At a representative miners' delegate meeting held at Rhondda Valley on Thursday, a
resolution was passed recommending to the National Miners' Union the propriety of
getting a subscription of a penny from each miner in the kingdom for the purpose of
raising a monument or founding a University Industrial Scholarship in memory of the
Late Mr MacDonald, M.P.
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H.M. INSPECTORS' REPORTS ON DUNFERMLINE BOARD SCHOOLS
The following are H.M. Inspectors' reports on the Board Schools in Dunfermline: -
FREE ABBEY SCHOOL

"The discipline is satisfactory, very good progress has been made in the Standard
work during the year, and, with the exception of the Fifth's History and Geography,
class instruction meets the requirements creditably. The reading is above the average
in style and expression. The singing is excellent.”

PITTENCRIEFF SCHOOL

Mixed School - " The discipline, as a whole, is excellent. The Standard pass shows an
advance on that of last year, the difference being mainly due to the improved
condition of the Fifth. The attainment in class instruction are very satisfactory
throughout. Map-drawing is well attended to. The senior reading and repetition
maintain the former high character. A small class in German acquits itself very
creditably."”

Infants' School - " This department maintains its very good general efficiency, but the
style of reading is capable of improvement."

ST LEONARD'S SCHOOL

Mixed School - "Excellent discipline is maintained, and the state of instruction in both
Standards and classes indicate a highly satisfactory year's work. The Grammar of the
Fifth Standard has improved; but their composition is again a weak point. The care
bestowed on the reading and copy-books is praiseworthy. The junior intelligence has
been well trained. In History and Geography the Forth Standard makes a remarkably
good appearance; the Geography of Fife, including map-drawing, should be more
fully known by the Fifth Standard. The presentation in Specific Subjects is more
numerous and quite as successful as formerly. The part singing is very creditable."

Infant's School - "This department makes a very promising appearance under the new
teacher. The discipline is excellent, and instruction is imparted with much skill and
success, the Reading-Object Lesson and singing are more especially deserving."

COMMERCIAL SCHOOL
Mixed School - "The discipline, as a whole, is satisfactory; but the orderly and
mannerly attention should be more easily secured in the Junior Section. The Standard

results are pretty much the same as last year, indicating a very good years' work,
especially in arithmetic. The reading, however, is still capable of considerable
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improvement; the position of the scholars at this exercise should be better studied, and
model reading practised.  Class instruction readily meets the requirements,
particularly in the Second and Third; the history of the Forth and Fifth; and the
Geography of the Sixth. A creditable amount of work has been done in specific
subjects; greater expression should still be aimed at in the repetition. Military drill is
well taught to the boys above the Forth Standard in the Board Schools. The singing is
very fair; a considerable portion of the junior scholars should be better acquainted
with the songs professed. The sewing-room is too small.”

Infant School - "This department is conducted with excellent order, and highly
satisfactory general efficiency."”

FEMALE INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL

Mixed School - "Admirable discipline is maintained with a healthy tone. The work of
the first, second and third, is practically faultless, their reading and intelligence
deserving special commendation. The Forth (arithmetic excepted) and the Fifth are
also good Standards. The Grammar and Composition of the Sixth are very creditable,
but their Arithmetic and Class attainments do not reach the level of the rest of the
school. | have again to notice the excellence of the copy-books. Domestic Industry in
this and the other Board Schools superintended by the Ladies' Committee ranks
among the very best in the district. The singing is very good."

Infant School - "This department makes an excellent appearance in respect of
discipline and instruction. The attention paid to Expressive Reading forms a very
satisfactory feature of the efficiency.

(to be continued)
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NOTES FROM KINGSEAT

NEW WATER SUPPLY

A few days ago the inhabitants of this village had an introduction of water from Loch
Fitty on an improved system. To trace the origin of the agitation, which led to the
improvement, it will be remembered that meetings of the householders were held on
the question about two years since. At those meetings it was considered that the
supply then received from the loch was, for several reasons, unsatisfactory, and
resolutions were passed in favour of getting the Devon water. A committee of five
householders was accordingly appointed to take what steps seemed necessary to
accomplish this end. No delay took place in communicating, both with letter and by
deputation, with the Water Committee in connection with the Town Council of
Dunfermline. These communications, however, resulted in receiving repeatedly a
reply "that the use of the Devon water would only be granted on the understanding
that the householders themselves and other interested parties bear the cost of laying
the pipes from Townhill to Kingseat.” It was further stated that it would be "granted
on the same footing as was then done to the people of Charlestown and Limekilns -
viz, threepence per thousand gallons, which would be given off by meter at the
junction with the Townbhill pipe”. The Committee contended that the Council should
lay the pipes "in the same way as had been done for the people of Townhill," and also
stated the idea of the householders laying their own pipe was untenable, "owing to
much of the people being only fortnightly tenants, and, therefore, had a very uncertain
connection with the village." Not being able to come to an understanding either with
the Council or the resident feuars about defraying the cost of the scheme, it was
agreed to place the question in the hands of Mr Carlow, manager, Kingseat, with a
view to having it brought before Mr Wallace of Halbeath. As soon as this was done
there was no further hesitation about the matter, and Mr Carlow was instructed to
proceed with the work. An examination of the ground leading from Townbhill road
eastward proved that the level of the Devon water only reached a point 15 to 20 feet
below the higher parts of the village of Kingseat. Consequently the water could not
be distributed in the usual manner without artificial means. The cost of providing
continual power to force the water above the natural level, together with the tax that
would had to be paid for the use of it, were regarded as sufficient reasons for the
abandonment of this scheme altogether. Mr Carlow then turned his attention
northwards to the Gask Burn (the source of which is higher than the Devon) at a point
a few hundred yards to the west of the Gask Toll. Had this scheme proved
practicable, it was intended to have acted in conjunction with the Lassodie Coal
Company, and to have supplied the village belonging to that company also, Mr
Buchannan, C.E., Edinburgh, was instructed to survey the ground, and on doing so
estimated the cost of laying pipes, &c., at over £2000. Mr Lawrence Dalgleish,
proprietor of the lands, proposed heavy annual burdens, to last for a period of thirty
years, for certain privileges in connection therewith. The nature of Mr Dalgleish's
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terms, which could not be very well submitted to, along with the heavy outlay
according to Mr Buchannan's survey, also put an end to the Gask Burn proposition.
The present improved Loch Fitty scheme was the last decided upon, and has been
carried out at a cost of several hundred pounds. The improvement mainly consists in
the water passing on its journey through large filtering ponds. In its first stage it is
drawn from the loch to No 1 filtering pond at an elevation of 65 feet. This is done by
a wheel kept in motion by the surplus water from the colliery pumping engines. From
thence it is raised to No 2 filtering pond, to a height of 180 feet, by means of a donkey
engine. In No 1 pond the water is allowed to settle down and undergo partial
filtration; while at No 2, which is carefully constructed and divided into six
compartments filled with various sort of material, the water is supposed to undergo
thorough filtration. From here it is distributed in wells through the village. It may be
stated that it is Mr Carlow's intention to improve this source of supply still further by
placing a large iron tank alongside No 2 pond, to serve as an additional purifier. The
pipes on the south side of the loch are to be laid to the west of No 1 pit burn, so that
the water taken from there may be free from mineral hardness and other impure
matters. And after a time, should these improvements fail to give satisfaction, it is
very likely that the pipes will be carried on to Meldrum's Mill burn, a distance of a
thousand yards, and thus keep clear of the loch altogether - Mr Wallace being anxious
to have this scheme made all that it possibly can be. If this were done it will still
further allow the water to be free from any probable impurities, arising from animal or
vegetable decomposition supposed to collect in the basin of the loch.

DEVELOPMENT OF MINING INTERESTS.

Some notice of the development of the mining interests connected with the district of
Kingseat may not be uninteresting to the readers of the Journal. Both the village itself
and the colliery centigone thereto have, it may be said, sprung into existence within
the last twenty years, and for the most part is owned by Mr Wallace. Several of the
houses, however, belong to the well-to-do workmen employed at the colliery. The
village contains seven hundred inhabitants; situated about three and a half miles from
Dunfermline, and half a mile from Loch Fitty. The loch itself is shallow and the
scenery around is tame; but in the summer months, under the setting sun, the broad
meadows and the tortuous windings of the stream which flows in on the west side,
and the many pastoral hills in the background forms a somewhat pleasant and
interesting scene. There are over five hundred hands employed at the works, who
may be regarded as a very sober, steady, and industrious class of workpeople. It is
seldom that any "rupture” occurs either individually or collectively between them and
their employer, so that dismiss in accruing from those causes are scarcely ever heard
of. The colliery consists of three pits; is compact and skilfully put down on the coal
field, so as to admit of continuous and proportionate source of coal being delivered
from each of them - the output amounting in the aggregate to between 600 and 700
tons a day. The way in which the colliery has been constituted, besides the daily
administration of affairs, is, it may be fairly stated in the main part, due to the
practical skill and energy of Mr Carlow, the general manager, who has acted as such
in the most faithful and zealous manner for the long period of nearly 24 years. The
Coal raised is of excellent quality, both for steam and for household purposes. The
Halbeath Coal was favourably reported on along with others in a chemical study made
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a few years ago by Professor Heddie of the St Andrew's University. The outlets to the
markets of the world is by the West of Fife Mineral Railway, which joins both on the
east and west to the main lines of the North British system. The principal shipments
made are at Burntisland, Charlestown, and Dundee, while the household coal enter
largely into the Edinburgh markets, and go as far north and east as Aberdeen and
Inverness. The system of working, generally pursued underground is that known as
the "long wall" principle, which, although perhaps a little more dangerous than the
stoop-and-room system, is at the same time the most healthy for the miners. As by it
less obstruction is given to an almost continuous and unbroken current of air to flow
around and also to come closer upon the workmen. A rarefying furnace is constantly
kept on at the bottom of No 2 Pit, augmented in heating power by the waste steam
from two haulage engines below ground, which swells the ascending current, and thus
helps the atmospheric pressure which operates upon the mouths of the other shafts
occupying the position of downcasts. The method of splitting the air, which is the
best, is commonly adhered to, and although there are miles of subterraneous passages
through which the air current has to traverse in serving the various divisions of the
workings, yet it is seldom that any stoppage is experienced for want of ventilation in
any sectional part of the pits.

The rocks of the district belong to the carboniferous series, and so far as appearance
goes, on the surface, they are only interrupted in one or two instances by "trap"
formation. The strata consists alternately of clayshale, sandstone, faikee, imperfect
bands of ironstone in layers and modules, with workable beds of coal. These beds of
coal, stretching from two to seven hundred yards between the "dykes™" or faults, are
remarkably free from smaller intervening disturbances, and the basis of the coalfields
are, in all cases, determined by the position of the carboniferous limestone, there
being only one thin unworkable seam between that and the splint coal. The run of the
"dykes" is from north-west to south-east, and the decline of the coal beds towards
these "faults” is at an angle of 1 in 2 to 1 in 6, thus the coalfields are intersected and
shunted round in the direction of these great fissures, causing the leading point of the
workings to tend under Loch Fitty. This movement causes at times an alteration in
the way of getting the coal, in order that there should be no unusual subsidence in the
strata, especially in the more elevated parts, or by the "veese" of the "dykes", which is
often overlined in vertical position with soft clayshale. A little prudent and timely
action in altering the system of working prevents what, in course of time, might lead
to an inundation of water. It may be interesting to state that the coal measures of the
district are of a very fossil ferrous nature, many beautiful specimens of vegetable
organisms are to be found existing in the micaceous beds forming both the upper and
under clays. In the under clay or floor of the splint seam the stigmaria exists in great
abundance, which is regarded as the roots of the sigallaria and other plants, whose
decomposition and mineralisation formed the seams of coal. In the upper clay which
constitutes the roof of the splint there are many neat and distinct portions of the
branches of these trees to be met with in a petrified state, the barking preserved by
being transformed into coaly substance. The five foot seam presents similar objects
of interest; the sigallaria elegans being frequently observable standing in upright
position in the clays, and occasional teeth of sawroid fish, showing to some extent the
nature of the animals that moved about in those ancient seas. Some of the stems of
these plants which have been fluted at one time and now flattened by compressure, are
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lying horizontally on the surface of the coal measure, and extend in some cases from
12 to 18 feet long by the same number of inches broad. The beautiful impressions
referred to are as "the footprints of the Creator", and show what was the appearance of
the coal forest belonging to that period.

In concluding this article, descriptive, so far, of the district, we can only hope that the
good folks of Kingseat will now have water abundantly, and of such quality as will
very much promote their social well-being.
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SATURDAY, MARCH 31, 1883.

DUNFERMLINE CELTIC SOCIETY.

LOCAL ETYMOLOGIES OF THE WEST NEUK OF FIFE.

At a meeting of the members of the Dunfermline Celtic Society and their friends held
in St Margaret's Hall on Wednesday evening, Mr David Beveridge, St Mungoe's,
Culross, read a paper on "The Etymology of Places in the West Neuk of Fife". Mr
George Robertson, F.S.A. Scot., Junior Chieftain of the Society, occupied the chair,
and among those present were: Provost Wells; ex-Provost Mathieson; Mr Erskine
Beveridge; Dr Morris; Mr G Lauder; Mr W Mathewson jun; Mr James McFarlane; Mr
Robert Reid; Mr J Smith; Rev. Mr Imrie, Chaplain; Mr Kenneth Mathieson jun,
Secretary; Mr P.J. Souta
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THE RISE AND PROGRESS OF COWDENBEATH

Few villages in the county of Fifeshire have made more rapid strides than that of
Cowdenbeath. Some of the older inhabitants boast of remembering well the time
when they could have counted nearly all the "houses in the locality on their finger
ends,” whereas at present the village promises to develop into a mining centre of
considerable dimensions. As the coalfields of the district have been gradually opened
up, so the housing accommodation has been added to, and in 1871 the population was
set down at 1500. Under the command of Mr H. Mungall, the Cowdenbeath Colliery
at this time showed greater signs than it had previously done of becoming an
extensive concern, and while the coal company took to building a good many houses a
number of the more provident workmen made up their minds to become proprietors of
their own dwellings. The building operations received an impetus both among
employers and employed from the high wage period of 1872-73, and in 1874 quite a
number of two storey buildings were raised along the North Road. From this date the
increase has been steady, and to-day the population numbers at least 3000. Numerous
colliery villages throughout Scotland have been known to have been rushed into
existence in a mere handful of years to as great dimensions as that of Cowdenbeath,
and in consequence of the coalfields becoming exhausted have soon presented a
deserted, in fact, an appearance of desolation. There is, however, no probability of
this being the case at Cowdenbeath for many years to come. The Colliery shows the
most apparent signs of vitality, and an enormous quantity of coal is known to exist
throughout the district. Only a short time ago the Cowdenbeath Coal Company
purchased the mineral estate of Foulford, and have also recently obtained a lease of
the coal and iron which has for many years been worked by the Lumphinnans Coal
and Iron Company. The entire Lumphinnans property has been handed over to the
Cowdenbeath Company, and the miners have all been re-engaged. With these
important acquisitions, the Cowdenbeath Company have now a hold of one of the
most extensive and compact coalfields under the command of any single company in
Scotland. All the seams common to the locality are known to exist throughout the
entire area of 1800 acres, and it is estimated that the area will yield at least
100,000,000 tons of coal. Presently there are four pits in operation, yielding, at least,
1200 tons a day!, but these will be supplemented by another which is in process of
sinking on the Foulford estate. This pit has already reached a depth of 80 fathoms,
but will have to be sunk at least another 90 ere the Dunfermline splint or lower seam
are struck. As the pit will, so to speak, be in the centre of the coalfield, machinery
capable of coping with an extensive "grip" of minerals is being fitted up on the bank.
A powerful direct-acting pumping engine, with a 72 inch cylinder, and 13 feet stroke,
has been erected, and is already in operation. The winding is done by a pair of
handsome coupled engines of 160 horse power, while the steam is supplied from five
double-flued steel boilers, which work at a pressure of 70 Ibs. to the square inch.
Altogether the fittings of this pit are extensive, and of the very best type, and should,
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when the field is opened out, cope with a daily output of 400 tons. One feature at
Cowdenbeath Colliery is the recent introduction of what is known as a "coal washer".
The "washer" is, indeed, a very ingenious piece of machinery, and is the only one in
operation in Fifeshire. By it, chirls and small coals are put through a thorough process
of washing, and are separated into what is technically known as "nuts" and "beans" -
stones and dust being entirely tossed aside. As might be expected, the washing
process enhances the value of the coals.

As throughout the entire county of Fife, the miners of Cowdenbeath are a very steady
class of men, and adhere rigidly to the eight hours' system of working. A cry for
"more light" has resulted in the introduction of lamps in the streets, which are
certainly an improvement in the dark winter night; but the leading "stars" of the place
should follow the example of less pretentious villages and open a reading-room,
which might gradually be backed up by a small library. In almost every village
throughout the country dependent on other than mining industries, institutions where a
profitable hour can be spent daily are to be found, and it is not too much to say that
could all concerned be induced to take the hint in every colliery district the benefit
would be incalculable. The results would be great intellectually, fewer hours would
be spent by young men in public-houses - youths, in fact, who should blush to enter
such places - and less working time would be lost. It is to be hoped that the cry for
"more light" in Cowdenbeath will not culminate in the purchase of a few paraffin oil
lamps.

The education machinery presently in existence at Cowdenbeath compares most
favourably with that in existence previous to the passing of the Education Act. The
Board School, capable of accommodating 800 scholars, is most efficiently taught - the
results yearly declared by the Government Inspector being such as to make this
apparent. Within the past few years the church accommodation is stated to have
"burst its bounds"”, and the U.P's, fully alive to this, have resolved to open a mission
station on an early date. A brick church will be built at a cost of £300.
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MEMORIAL TO THE SECESSION FATHERS.

FOUNDATION-STONE CEREMONY.

On Wednesday afternoon, the Rev. Principal Cairns laid the foundation stone of a
memorial to the Secession Fathers, and to celebrate the origin of the United
Presbyterian Church. The place selected for the erection of the monument was
Gairney Bridge, a small hamlet about three miles south of Kinross, and a half mile
north of Blairadam. The reason for the selection of this comparatively obscure spot
was that within a stone throw of the memorial on the 5th December, 1735, Ebenezer
Erskine, Stirling; William Wilson, Perth; James Fisher, Kinclaven; and Alex.
Moncrieff, Abernethy, met, and, after two days spent in prayer and conference,
constituted themselves into the "Associate Presbytery™.

Gairney Bridge is the name of the farm situated on the turnpike road between
Blairadam and Kinross. A hundred and fifty years ago, and for generations before
and since it belonged to a family named Bennet, who at the time we particularly refer
to combined the occupations of malting and brewing with that of farming. Why
Ebenezer Erskine and his three friends selected this comparatively obscure spot for
their meeting can only be surmised. Its central position may have marked it as a
suitable meeting place, and perhaps Erskine's familiarity with the district and its
surroundings may have been additional reasons for their resorting thither. There are
various traditions as to the exact apartments in which the deliberations of the
Secession Fathers took place. By some it is believed that the building does not now
exist, while others point out a low range of houses, forming part of the Gairney Bridge
steadings, as the site of their meeting place. Mr Marshall, Kinross, a Fellow of the
Scottish Society of Antiquaries, has prosecuted an inquiry on this point, and he states
his belief that an apartment which is now used as a stable, formed a portion of the
hostelry in which these brethren communed together, and that a gable and closed up
window of the room in which they met still exists. The surroundings of the spot, cold
and bleak-looking as they were on Wednesday, are yet picturesque and beautiful. The
house stands opposite the spot where Benarty dips its western shoulder sharply to the
highway. A little to the north-east is the western point of the Lomond Hills, at the
base of which lies the village of Portmoak, the scene of Ebenezer Erskine's first
labours as a minister; and the hamlet of Scotlandwell, where Michael Bruce lived his
quiet life, composed his sweet songs, and was at last buried. A little further to the
north lies the basin of the picturesque and historic Loch Leven, reflecting in its bosom
the shadows of the Lomonds; the bold outline of the Ochils, covered with a thin
coating of snow, stretches far to the west; and the wooded hills of Cleish closes up the
view on the south.

About twelve months have now elapsed since the initiatory measures were taken for
the erection of the monument. The cost of the monument is calculated at about £500.
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It takes the form of an obelisk of grey Aberdeen granite resting upon granite slabs.
The pedestal is a piece of granite 4 feet square and 6 inches deep, and weighing 5%
tons. The obelisk from foundation to top will be 38 feet, and will weigh between 34
and 35 tons. It is intended that should the amount stated be subscribed - and a
considerable portion of it has already been promised or sent in - that a bronze figure in
alto-relievo of the four "Fathers™ should be placed at each corner of the pedestal. The
monument is designed by Messrs MacDonald, Field, & Co., Aberdeen, and the work
is being done by Mr Symon, Milnathort.

Although the weather was cold and the wind sharp, the ceremony was performed in
presence of 1500 ladies and gentlemen, including ministers and elders of the United
Presbyterian Church in all parts of Scotland, as far north as Aberdeen, and several
ministers of the Free Church in the district. Among them were - The Rev. Principal
Cairns, the Rev. Dr A. Thomson, Edinburgh; the Rev. G. Carr, Calston Street Church;
Mr John Slight, treasurer of the U.P. Church; Mr J. Anderson Brown, censor of the
Theological Hall, as representing the students; the Rev. Mr Clark, Abernethy; the
Rev. Mr Rankine, Cupar; the rev. Mr Barlas, Musselburgh, who is descended from
Moncrieff, one of the Secession Fathers; Mr J. Wilson Jameson, Bank of Scotland,
Perth, a descendant of Moncrieff; and Wilson, &c. Notwithstanding that the very
word Secession recalls to mind the name of the Erskine's - names associated with
Dunfermline - only five representatives put in an appearance from the ancient city.
Amongst them were the Rev. Mr Russell, St Margaret's U.P. Church.

Dr Thomson of Edinburgh, said the desire to erect monuments to the memory of men
who had done good work, or had borne great sufferings for their country, the Church,
or the race, was deeply rooted in every human heart. They saw its workings even in
the savage, who cast his stone upon the cairn which marks the grave of his chief, and
in the monuments of brass or marble or granite which civilised nations erect to
perpetuate he names of men who have rendered distinguished services as inventors,
statesmen, reformers, and Christian martyrs. That was done not only in gratitude for
the services of the mighty dead, but also to inspire a love of that spirit which
prompted these services. It was said that the sight of the sculptured monuments to the
memory of those who died for the freedom of Greece on the plains of Marathon
inspired their successors to guard these liberties. But here they were assembled to lay
the foundation of a monument to the four brethren who, on the same spot or very near
it, met here 150 years ago and originated the Secession Church. When it was
proposed to erect the Wallace Monument on the Abbey Craig, someone said that all
Scotland was his monument. The same might be said of the four Secession fathers of
Scotland. Their monuments are the Secession Churches over the land, and also those
in other lands which has been reared and sustained out of the home treasury. Dr
Thomson concluded by offering the thanks of the committee to Miss Bogie, who had
so generously given a site for the monument.

A number of books, &c., contained in a glass jar, were then deposited in a cavity
underneath the foundation stone.
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Subsequently Dr Thomson presented Principal Cairn with a handsome silver trowel,
and Principal Cairns, after some preliminary observations, and having referred to the
purpose of the monument to Rev. Ebenezer Erskine, Stirling; Wm Wilson, Perth;
Alex. Moncrieff, Abernethy; and James Fisher, Kinclaven, who formed the first
associate Presbytery there, went on to give a brief narrative of the events which took
place between the proceedings of the Assembly's November Commission of 1733,
when the four brethren were separated from their churches, till 1737, when they were
joined by Mr Ralph Erskine, Dunfermline, and Mr Mair, Ordwell, and in the
following year by Mr Nairn, Abbotshall, and Mr Thomson, Burntisland. Thereafter
they were finally deposed and cast out. The brethren had come there, however, not as
pilgrims to a shrine, but they had come to that comparatively obscure spot, beautiful
indeed in its outward aspect, to speak of the principles which those men vindicated
and the influence which those principles had exerted, and also the duties and
responsibilities, still binding, which were imposed on their successors. It was a cause
which made martyrs, and hence the Secession fathers were worthy of honour for the
noble testimony they upheld to Christian truth. They continued in Secession, and
were afterwards joined by the Relief Church. They contended for something deeper
than mere liberty in the jurisdiction of courts. They contended for the Bible as the
true word of God, for the divinity of Christ, and the sufficiency of His Atonement, as
that in which all sinners of mankind had an interest; for the living hope of immortality
founded on community and conformity with a living Saviour. The Church which
those four brethren founded had now 550 ministers with a membership of over
180,000. He concluded by inviting his hearers to preserve and imitate the simplicity,
the solidity, and the unselfishness of the first Seceders; if so, that symbol, as it lifted
its pinnacle significantly to the sky through future time, would not have been erected
in vain.

On the motion of Dr Blair, the thanks of the Synod and of the meeting were given to
Miss Bogie for having granted a site for the movement. This was acknowledged on
behalf of Miss Bogie, by the Chief Magistrate of Kinross, after which the company
dispersed. During the afternoon the memorial-stone of the new church for the first
United Presbyterian Congregation was laid by Dr Cairns in presence of a large
assemblage.
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SATURDAY, JANUARY 5, 1884

OUR LOCAL INDUSTRIES - 1883

Dunfermline Linen Trade

In connection with the Dunfermline linen trade, 1882 closed with only fair prospects.
The exports to the United States for 1882, as compared with 1881, showed an increase
in value of £60,460 18s. This, however, has been more than made up during the first
three quarters. The last quarter of 1882 showed a decrease to the extent of £7861, as
compared with the corresponding months of the previous year. During the first
quarter of the year just closed, United States orders did not improve, and again the
returns showed a falling off — the decrease being no less that £13,097 26 6d. The
spring orders were disappointing at nearly every work, and for four months ending
July the returns stood — 1882, £111,170 8s 2d; and 1883, £100,356 14s 2d - a
decrease of £10,813 14s. The financial year closed at the American Consul’s office in
September 30, and Colonel Myers issued the following comparative statement for six
years: -

1878 £225,243. 3s. 3d
1879 £295,151. 11s. 4d
1880 £444,103. 4s. 10d
1881 £388,265. 15s. 11d
1882 £494,099. 12s. 2d
1883 £439,636. 9s. 11d

It will be observed that 1883 showed a falling off when compared with the previous
year, of no less than £54,463 2s 2d. Coming now to the last quarter of the year, we
find that American orders for cotton goods were not by any means increased. On the
contrary there was a disposition on the part of the buyers to make their purchases very
select, and the orders for all classes of cotton goods were small. The value of the
exports to the States for the quarter ending December stood at £79,430. 9s. 6d, as
compared with £130,777. 18s. 10d for the corresponding months of last year — a
falling off in value to the extent of £51,346. 9. 4d. With regard to Canada and the
Colonies, it must be said that orders were slightly more than plentiful in the spring
than they were in the fall of the year. The amount of goods exported to the Colonies
is a mere bagatelle as compared with the enormous production. The home trade has
kept steady throughout, and the orders placed from month to month at most of the
works by the London and Manchester houses will compare favourably with those of
the previous years. There is also another satisfactory point connected with the home
trade — namely, that the year closed with fair prospects, the tone in all the markets
being healthy and reassuring. The extraordinary falling off in goods exported to the
United States is continued entirely to coloured cotton damask goods. It is estimated
that only one-forth of the business has been done in this connection during the year
with the States, as compared with last year, and nothing has yet been found to supply
the place of cotton work. As the result of this, at least 500 cotton looms are standing,
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which means that something like 10 per cent. of the whole which were in operation.
While manufacturers and employees as well have to face this startling fact, yet it is
satisfactory to observe that a proportionate number of hands have not been thrown out
of employment. Few, if any, hands are known to be idle, and the only reason that can
be assigned to this is the fact that the staple industry of Dundee has been active during
the year, and several operatives have consequently sought their way to “Juteland”.
Wages have not been reduced in any case whatever, and the weekly average drawn by
the workers in every department is much the same as on any of the most prosperous
years experienced. The reason for the falling off in the orders for cotton goods in the
United States is not ill to find. For a number of years back our American cousins
have been fully alive to the fact that this was the best profitable department in all the
manufactures exported from Dunfermline. Slowly but surely they have increased the
power of production in all the manufacturing centres, and now they are in a position
to cut prices so fine that Dunfermline and other competitors are almost crushed out of
the market. In this they are assisted by an extraordinary tariff — the charge on cotton
goods being no less than 40 per cent. wages are, of course, much higher in America,
but they have the advantage of cheap cotton. Certainly the almost break down of this
department is to be regretted because it has all along proved the most profitable to the
worker, and perhaps the employer as well. The result of the American innovation will
be that manufactures will have to confine themselves chiefly to the cultivation of the
linen trade. At present the operatives are chiefly confined to loom-finished goods, but
it is not improbable that manufacturers will be forced to take up the very finest linen
trade, which may be stated to be a feature in the North of Ireland and the Continent.
The Irish trade, in several instances, is a very fine one, and it requires designs of the
very highest art and skilled workmanship to produce articles to compete successfully
in several of the factories. We know of nothing, however, to prevent the people of
Dunfermline, in a very short time, turning out as fine materials as those produced in
the North of Ireland. The stocks on hand are stated to be very heavy. During the year
there was a considerable advance quoted on the prices of raw material, but this was
more nominal than real, for comparatively little business was done at the advance.
Quotations have again, however, fallen to or below their former limit, and it seems
now to be probable that it will be possible to buy flax for spring shipment on easier
terms than have been obtainable for many years, the flax also being of considerably
better quality than for some years past. At the present time, however, the outlook in
regard to the sale of yarn is anything but flattering, tow yarns being almost unsaleable
even at reduced prices, while flax sorts, although nominally unchanged in value, could
not be sold except at a considerable reduction. The bleaching trade also has been bad,
and in no case is it believed that the bleachers, who generally act also as yarn
merchants, have during the year been able to hold their own, while in the case of one
large work the result of the past and former years have been almost disastrous.
Complaints have been numerous regarding keen competition for orders, and the low
prices that have for some description of goods been accepted; but the cheap prices
current for yarns have enabled such orders to be executed without loss, and in the
majority of cases with a moderate profit. All things considered, we must admit that
the year closes with a much less satisfactory prospect before us than we could desire.

The Fife and Clackmannan Coal Trade.
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Next to the linen trade that of mining falls to be mentioned. The year opened with
only moderate prospects, and by February so great was the falling off in the shipping
department that prices fell considerably and the men were forced to submit to a
reduction of 10 per cent. on old rates. In March and April, however, matters
improved considerably, and Mr Weir, the zealous secretary of the Miners’
Association, began to agitate for the return of the 10 per cent. His appeals for an
advance were not, however, responded to until June, and in a short time after this so
great was the improvement that another increase was demanded. Shipping prices rose
1s 6d to 2s per ton, and the men agitated for what they considered a fair share of the
good times. The frequent appeals, however, were not entertained by the employers,
and at a conference held in the end of October it was pointed out that the men were
“getting all they were entitled to”. The workmen’s representatives tried to refute this,
but the employers firmly refused to concede any advance, and so the conference
closed without any practical outcome, so far as the miners were concerned. An
attempt to establish a sliding scale has meantime completely failed. The deducting of
half-a-cwt. off the hutch of coals as it is brought to the bank has formed a matter of
discussion in the Sheriff Court on several occasions during the year. The men hold
that it is illegal to impose standing deductions. Should it be finally determined that all
standing deductions are illegal, it is not improbable but “Billy Fiarplay” will be
introduced throughout the counties. Trade has been good up to the middle of
December, but since the reports from the Continent and elsewhere are discouraging,
and the year has closed with anything but bright prospects. The Baltic ports are still
open, and it is reported that the consumption is small in consequence of the mild
weather, as compared with previous years. We append the following report anent the
shipping for the year, which are a fair index of the trade: -

Burntisland Shipping.

The year’s coal exports at Burntisland harbour have reached, in round numbers, three
quarters of a million tons, and will place the port again in the position of being first in
Scotland for the amount of coal shipped direct to foreign ports. The exact figures are
749,784 tons, which are upwards of 80,000 tons ahead of the output of 1882.
although the trade has been intermittent during December, the shipments compare
also very favourably with the corresponding month of the previous year, the overplus
being about 6000 tons. The bulk of coal consignments are for Baltic ports, with a
growing trade to France and Spain, and occasionally cargoes to the Mediterranean and
America. A large majority of the arrivals were in ballast; but the imports of the year
show likewise an increase, cargoes of cotton-seed, maize, esparto grass, linseed, flax,
pit-props, straw, and sleepers being the most numerous. As in the statistics of recent
years those now demonstrate the absorption of the trade by steamers, and the fast
decline of sailing craft — the decrease being 102 during the year. By the erection of a
small hoist for the convenience of this class of vessels some advantage will, however,
be afforded them during the coming year. A few cargoes have been discharged
“coastwise”, consisting of slates, oilcake, barley, pavements, &c. Subjoined the
shipping of the port, from the monthly returns for 1883, is shown in one view, and the
aggregate of the previous year is added for comparison: -
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Date No. of Steamers Reg. Tons Tons Coal
Ships

January 24 37 23,547 37,791
February 13 33 17,754 28,064
March 26 47 29,183 48,444
April 43 67 44,966 75,329
May 64 61 45,376 77,175
June 37 68 44,093 76,000
July 43 50 39,154 69,083
August 45 61 40,861 72,944
September 41 45 31,087 55,294
October 48 55 40,656 70,042
November 25 68 44,209 75,012
December 15 58 33,649 46,680
Totals 426 645 434,535 749,784
1882 528 554 385,075 655,214

Decr. 102 Incr. 91 Decr. 4,946 Incr. 84,570

The gradual but substantial growth of the Burntisland shipping is seen from a note of
the export trade since the opening of the docks in 1876 — viz., 1876, 190,061 tons;
1877, 230,132; 1878, 368,460; 1879, 470,663; 1880, 460,664; 1881, 625,742.
Between £7000 and £8000 has been expended on harbour works during the year,
chiefly in the reconstruction of the loading hoists, and further renovations in this way
is proceeding. A large extension of siding accommodation for storage of coal laden
wagons at the west foreshore has been provided for in the “estimate”, and will, when
completed, expedite the dispatch of steam vessels. The extension of the west quay
wall is another desiderated improvement in contemplation.

Charlestown Shipping.

At Charlestown the shipments have been as follows: -
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Tons
January 7,525
February 6,138
March 7,001
April 16,639
May 20,585
June 15,080
July 14,837
August 15,953

September 10,460
October 16,185
November 6,757
December 8,975

146,135

From the following it will be observed that there is a gradual falling off at this port: -
1877, 140,325 tons; 1878, 161,588; 1879, 192,532; 1880, 196,869; 1881, 176,074;
1882, 156,566 tons.

EXTENSIVE SHALE MINING OPERATIONS
AT WESTFIELD.

A considerable number of years ago a company was formed, more or less connected
with other mining operations in Fifeshire, for the purpose of working the shale then
known to exist on the farm of Westfield, situated on the estate of Inchdairnie, and two
and a half miles from the Cardenden Station of the North British railway.

A *“dook” was put down a distance of over two hundred yards at an angle of about 60
degrees, at which distance the shale was reached. In order to ensure drainage of the
workings, a shaft was sunk at this point and an engine placed thereon with double
acting pumping gear. Retorts were erected for extracting the oil, and operations were
fairly proceeded with for some time, but for want of a proper outlet to the markets and
other difficulties having arisen the works were brought to a standstill. Fully twelve
months ago, however, a new Company (The Westfield Oil Company, Limited) was
formed to take over the works and obtain a lease of the minerals. This company was
formed with a capital of £25,000, with Mr W.H. Botts as chairman and Mr A Simpson
as managing director, both gentlemen belonging to Edinburgh. Since the formation of
the company the works have been pushed forward with much energy under the
immediate superintendence of Mr Glen, the manager. The old retorts have been
removed, and the only such portions of the plant retained as was found serviceable.
Two benches of retorts have been erected on the most approved principals, these
being supplied by Messrs Anderson & Co., Mussleburgh, while the building as well
as that of the erecting of a chimney (over one hundred feet high) was entrusted to Mr
Calder of West Calder. These, it may be stated, have been fitted up according to
Billbay & Young’s patent, which is considered to be the best process in operation at
the present day for extracting the oil — the yield being about 40 gallons per ton. The
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same patent has been applied to the apparatus for extracting and distilling the
ammonia, which is regarded as a profitable part of the undertaking. The yield in this
connection is from 18 to 29 Ibs. per ton.

The gas escaping from the retorts is utilised by being converted into naphtha or gas
coal, which is only dense after undergoing many ingenious processes, traversing a
series of pipes of over 4000 feet.

In addition to the “dook” already in use for raising material, a shaft has been sunk (so
as to increase the output) to a depth of 21 fathoms, an engine having been fitted
thereon for the double purpose of winding and pumping. A new outlet to the market
will now be found in the branch line leading from Kelty Station, which formerly only
reached Capledrae Colliery. To obtain this the end, a new mile of railway had to be
constructed to complete the system, which will be ready for the locomotive as soon as
the new portion is approved of by the Directors. At present there are fully fifty men
employed, and many of them are housed at long distances, more houses are in course
of erection for their better accommodation.
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THE RISE AND PROGRESS OF THE VILLAGE OF COWDENBEATH

EXTENSIVE MINING OPERATIONS.

Fifeshire has been one of the chief centres for mining in Scotland for the past three
centuries, and although in several districts the hidden treasures of the earth have been
all but worked out, yet it is reassuring to state that the resources are so great that for
many years to come coal getting will form one of the chief industries in the county.
In the vicinity of Dunfermline, where coal has been worked since 1291 - the days of
William de Oberwill - the finest, and consequently most profitable seams are well
nigh exhausted, and in perhaps a score of years operations will have been completely
suspended at pits which were once the scene of industrial activity. As late as 1873
Dunfermline was justly entitled to be designated the principal mining centre of
Fifeshire, but of late the coalfields in the parish of Beith have been so extensively
developed by the Cowdenbeath Coal Company, that the City will have at least to
divide the honours with the village of Cowdenbeath. In 1870 the outlook at
Cowdenbeath was not by any means encouraging. There seemed little life in the work
- for a comparatively new one - and the population after many years had reached only
1400. At a time - 1871 - when the powers that were declared that an "angel from
heaven" would not make mining in Cowdenbeath a financial success, Mr Henry
Mungall, who had had a good training at Whitefield, was appointed as managing
partner, and since then the village has grown by leaps and bounds. Gradually the
antiquated machinery of former days has given place to machines of the latest
invention; the existing pits have been sunk to the lower seams, and that thorough
"grip" taken of the coalfields which mining in this advance age demands. Houses
have been built for the workmen which, for comfort and accommodation, compares
favourably with those of any mining village in Scotland; and to-day the population is
considerably above 3000 - more than doubled since 1871. Satisfactory as this may be,
Mr Mungall and his company are not prepared to rest on their oars now that the
Cowdenbeath Colliery proper has been raised to the point stated, but they have
recently taken a step which, as above indicated, will put the Colliery in the position of
being one of the most extensive in Scotland.

About two years ago the company purchased the mineral estate of Foulford, and in a
very large shaft commenced sinking operations with a view to reach the lower or
Dunfermline splint seam. In a remarkable brief space of time - eighteen months -
considering the heavy undertaking, the splint coal has been struck at a depth of 150
fathoms. The coal has been found to be of excellent quality, and will compare
favourably with anything in Scotland, and is fully 4% feet in thickness. No fewer than
eight seams of coal, amounting in the aggregate in thickness to 50 feet, have been
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passed through in the shaft. The coalfield in the vicinity of the shaft amounts to some
300 acres, and as the interruptions by "faults” are supposed to be few, the hold of the
various seams will be very extensive. What is exceedingly satisfactory about the
sinking operations is the fact that, in this, the most dangerous work connected with the
mining industry, the accidents that have occurred have been most trifling. Coupled
engines of five hundred horse-power have been erected at the pit-banks for winding
the coals to the surface; while the water is drained by a powerful direct-acting
pumping engine, whose cylinder is 72 inches in diameter, and works with a 13 feet
stroke. The steam is supplied by five steel Galaway tubular high-pressure boilers and
the other machinery for the pumping gear, &c., is all on the most approved principles.
As has been stated before in the Journal, the Company has also obtained a lease of the
minerals at Lumphinnans and have taken over the entire fittings connected with the
works carried on by the Lumphinnans Iron and Coal Company. As iron making is an
industry which does not pay in Fifeshire, except when pigs are selling at and above
70s per ton, the blast furnaces have been dismantled, but operations have been begun
for the further developing of the coalfields. At the "Engine" Pit, heavy pumping gear
is being erected, four new boilers similar to those at Foulford are forward, and as soon
as circumstances will permit sinking will be begun to the main or lower seams. Here
it is expected that the Dunfermline splint will be struck at a depth of 160 fathoms, and
the field will extend to at least 700 acres. The little hamlet of Lumphinnans has long
been known as a place where specimens of houses could be seen which were not by
any means models of convenience, when compared with the houses of this advanced
hour of the nineteenth century, and alive to the wants of the people the Cowdenbeath
Coal Company have already entered into contracts for adding a room and other
conveniences to some fifty-five single huts. This is a step in the right direction, and it
is to be hoped that the miners, as well as the coalmasters who are the proprietors of
villages, will see it to be their duty to advocate the abolition of the single-roomed
custom.

In No 7 pit at Cowdenbeath a cross cut mine has been run to the Lochgelly Splint - a
seam, 12 feet 9 in, in thickness. The extent of this field is very large, and as the point
where the coal has been struck is a considerable distance from the shaft, a haulage
engine is being erected for drawing the minerals to the bottom. The engine is being
fitted up near the bottom of the shaft; and, as is the case in connection with all haulage
machinery, the roadway is being heightened and made tunnel-like from the beginning
to the siding to which the hutches will be conveyed by the "drawers."

It is computed that the area of the coalfields which the company have leased, and now
own, will give them an area of minerals before them extending to at least 1800 acres.
This means it is estimated that coal amounting to 100,000,000 tons will be got, and
will admit of operations being carried on on a very extensive scale for a century to
come. The operations of the company will be fairly indicated when we state that their
present output reaches the grand total of 1200 tons per day. After the Foulford Pit and
the Lumphinnans Works have been set agoing, however, the output will be augmented
to the extent of from 500 to 800 tons daily. The Coal Washer recently erected at the
colliery has proved quite a success, and Mr Mungall is in communication for the
erection of a second machine. The Washer is a machine which subjects chirls - a
quality of coal for firing workshop engines - to a thorough process of washing, and
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separates the round pieces from the "Beans" - thus making two qualities. So
"sensitive" is the machine that all foreign matter, heavier than coal, is thrown aside, so
that the coals are entirely free from the material which is damaging to furnaces and
boilers. Anticipating that the further developing of the coalfields will necessitate a
greater number of workmen, the company have just entered into contracts for the
building of a block of houses. The block will join the company's two storey houses in
Main Street, and for architectural pretensions and accommodation will completely
eclipse anything in Cowdenbeath or in almost any mining village in Scotland. The
houses will consist of four apartments each with oriel windows; each of the tenants
will have separate entrances, and the advantage of numerous reforms as compared
with the hovels of former days. In an article on "The Progress of Cowdenbeath",
about a year ago, we took the liberty of suggesting that the workmen should approach
Mr Mungall and enlist his support in the founding of a reading-room and library. It is
with some degree of satisfaction we state that the hint has not altogether been made in
vain. Mr Mungall has taken the initiative in the matter, and has resolved that a
reading-room and library should form part of the block of buildings about to be
erected. The building will be formally handed over rent free to the workmen, and we
understand Mr Smith-Sligo has already promised to present a number of books as a
nucleus to the institution.

From what we have above stated, it will be observed that Cowdenbeath is destined to
become a mining village of considerable dimensions. By the continual "clank™ of the
engine, the whistle of the steam from the numerous escapements, and the general
surroundings, the stranger cannot fail to be impressed with the idea that in Mr
Mungall, the Company have an energetic manager, and that the coal industry of the
village is carried on by an industrious class of workmen. As an instance of the truth
of the latter statement, it need only be mentioned that not a few of the more modern
houses of the village belong to miners. With good trade and the addition of another
industry to that of mining, Cowdenbeath has a future before her which few dreamt of
half a century before.
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JULY 4th, 1885

DUNFERMLINE IN 1530

Translated from an old manuscript
in the Advocate's Library, Edinburgh.

A correspondent favours us with the following: -

I have much pleasure in sending to you for publication in your paper a translation of
an old document relating to Dunfermline in the sixteenth century. It was written in
Latin. The legend as to the foundation is curious. | send it as perhaps it may afford
pleasure to your readers. | notice there is an error (historical), but it will be better not
to change it: -

"Dunfermline, a town in Fife, and owned by the Thane of Fife, Lord de Macduff,
stands on one of two hills, which are situated near each other. It contains a large
convent, formerly belonging to the Augustine friars, the fine old Palace, built by King
Malcolm, and, among many other less important buildings, the "Church of our
Saviour", taught by Thomas de Rhomie. As regards the past history of Dunfermline
there is little to be gleaned. From a curious old story, related in ‘Johanne's Historie de
Scotland’ we find that Dunfermline was founded by a man named Robert Brintoun, in
the third century. The story is as follows: - One day, when Robert Brintoun, forester
to the Thane of Fife, was engaged in cutting wood on a hill near the north shore of the
Firth of Forth, he accidentally laid open a vein of gold. He at once told his master,
and soon a small band of men were set to work to unearth the treasure. Many other
people were attracted to the spot, and soon the hill became dotted over with small
huts. The Thane of Fife thereupon gave Brintoun power to build a town. He did so
and called it Dunichfarlinnhe.

"The town, owing to the rich character of the soil around it, the old manuscript says,
became very prosperous, and, indeed, so famous for its wealth, that a convent of
Augustine friars was established in it. The power exercised over the people by means
of their spiritual influence was very great, and numerous works were executed by
them (friars) for their benefit. When the friars decayed the King took possession of
their monastery, and having added largely to it, he built a Palace close by. After this
the town became very famous in history as the seat of the Scottish Kings, and indeed,
up to the present day (1530) the people consider it as their right to receive the Scots
King as a dweller in their city. The great King Robert the Bruce, King Edgar,
Malcolm, and many others are buried in the ancient Convent or Abbey. Peter
Schneck, the writer of 'Trigontia’ and Robert Henrison, the poet, belong to
Dunfermline. Two years ago considerable fights between two factions in the town
occurred, and, indeed, the Provost William Nikol, was killed by a stone thrown at him
when he went to the window to disperse the brawlers who were attacking his house."
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INTERESTING ARCHAEOLOGICAL DISCOVERY AT PITREAVIE.

A Cemetery of the Stone or Bronze Period Found.

One of the most interesting archaeological discoveries which has been reported in
Scotland for many years has just been made on the historical grounds of Pitreavie,
near Dunfermline. In recent years human remains, leathern bags, and weapons of
warfare have been unearthed, which takes us back to July 1651, when Cromwell
arrived from "Lothean to Fyffe", and, in the great general's own words, "fatally routed
the Scotts"” in the battle of Pitreavie. All previous Pitreavie finds, however, sink into
insignificance when compared with the group of tumult which to-day is lying bare in
a field adjoining the railway bridge, perhaps a couple of hundred yards to the south of
Pitreavie Entry. This ancient cemetery takes us back to the ages of prehistoric times,
and the relics which have been brought to light must, antiquarians tell us, be identified
with either the Stone or Bronze periods. The writer of the historic period finds his
materials in books, but, as is well known, the history of the eras mentioned can only
be found in ancient burial mounds, deep mosses, &c., and hence it is that everything
which can throw light on the dark ages has an interest which cannot possibly surround
the times of which a careful record has been left. But to debate the extent of the
interest attached to various periods is not the object at view at present, and we address
ourselves to the describing of the prehistoric cemetery of Pitreavie, and the
circumstances connected with the discovery.

As most of our readers know, Mr Henry Beveridge of St Leonards Works,
Dunfermline, recently acquired the estate of Pitreavie at a cost of £50,000, and since
he made the purchase the castle has been partially torn down, and a modern frontage
is being substituted for the old one. In connection with the work a sand hole was dug
in a field a little to the south of the castle, but as the material was not of the "sharp”
quality desired the digging was abandoned and operation begun elsewhere. The
abandoned sand hole was on Friday last week visited by Mr Evan Cameron, a
foreman plate layer on the Queensferry Railway, who from early boy-hood has
manifested such an interest in matters archaeological that to-day he is in possession of
one of the finest private antiquarian collections to be found in broad Scotland. Mr
Cameron has been at the opening of many mounds in the north of Scotland, and the
position of a slab which obtruded through the sand, at one of the points where the
workmen had ceased to dig, impressed him with the idea that he was in the vicinity of
a cemetery of prehistoric times. He had two of his workmen brought from the railway
to the spot, and in a few minutes the men had discovered four cists which had formed
the graves of people of the primitive eras associated with the words stone and bronze.

Number one cist, Mr Cameron states, was 40 inches in length, 18 inches in breadth,
and 16 inches in depth, and was covered with a flag. It was completely filled in with
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"worm™ mould of much darker colour than the surrounding sand, and about the centre
of this rude coffin was found a cinerary urn and a leaf-shaped flint flake or scraper.
The urn measures about 5 inches across the mouth, and stands about 6 inches high. It
is composed of fine baked clay, and has been dried in the sun, and the dotted lines
which surround the bowl indicate the moonlight period of ornamental work wherein
are discernible the possibility of still better things.

Number two cist was 42 inches in length, 20 inches in breadth, and 15 inches in depth,
and was covered with a flag. The cist was filled with dark mould, and in it was found
an urn and a flint scraper with chipped edge. The urn measures 6 inches across the
mouth, and stands about 6 inches high (outside measurements), and here again an
attempt at ornamentation by incised lines had been made. Near this cist was also
found a bottle-shaped piece of limestone, which measures 18 inches in length, is 8
inches in breadth at the one end and five at the other. This stone when unearthed was
highly polished. On being exposed to the air, however, this polish disappeared, and a
slight washing in the burn close by brought the curious find to the ordinary brown
colour of a buried piece of whin or limestone. It is believed that the stone was used as
the hammer for breaking the flags by which the cists were formed.

Number three cist measured 41 inches in length, was 16 inches in breadth, and 16
deep, and was uncovered - a state of matters which suggested the idea that the flag
had been torn off by a plough or grubber. In this cist an urn 6 inches across the mouth
and 5 inches in height (outside measurement) was found.

Number four cist was 42 inches by 18 by 16, and also contained an urn, slightly
ornamental, which measured 5 inches across the mouth, a